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The  Treatment  of  the  Woman  after  Deli- 
very. 

As  foon  as  the  child  is  delivered,  and  the 
placenta  Separated,  a  foft  warm  cloth  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  parts,  with  a  view  of 
fpunging  up  the  difcharges  which  natural- 
ly follow.  A  fmall  refpite  is  commonly 
given,  with  a  view  to  let  the  mother  reco- 
ver from  the  fatigue  of  her  labour  before 
{he  is  any  way  fhifted  ;  though  the  fooner 
that  this  is  done  fo  much  the  better  for  the 
patient. 

The  linen  fullied  in  the  time  of  delivery 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  replaced  with 
clean  ones :  Her  belly  ought  to  be  gently 
bound  round  with  proper  rollers^  not  with 
a  view,  as  fome  have  idly  imagined,  of 
preventing  wrinkles  taking  place  in  the 
belly  of  women  after  child-bearing,  neither 
to  prevent  the  rolling  about  of  the  uterus, 
though  thefe  may  be  looked  upon  as  fe- 
condary  confiderations,  but  principally  to 
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check  too  great  an  influx  of  blood  into  the 
veffels  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  parts 
adjacent. 

If  her  head-drefs,  or  any  other  part  of 
her  clothing,  not  formerly  alluded  to,  mould 
be  wet,  in  confequence  of  her  having  great- 
ly perfpired  during  the  time  of  labour,  thefe 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  replaced  with 
clean,  dry,  and  moderately  warm  ones. 
Some  cordial  ought  to  be  given,  according 
to  the  ftrength  and  fituation  of  the  patient; 
and  reft  mould  be  particularly  recommend- 
ed. In  order  more  effectually  to  procure 
this,  a  gentle  anodyne  will  be  found  often 
proper,  and  productive  of  the  beft  effects. 

With  regard  to  the  fituation  in  which 
me  mould  repofe,  the  prefcribing  any  one 
pofture  for  a  certain  time,  as  was  formerly 
recommended,  is  cruel ;  and  the  only  cau- 
tion to  be  given  the  patient  is  to  avoid  too 
frequent  turning  herfelf,  which  would  na- 
turally counteract  every  thing  done  to  pro- 
mote reft. 
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The  air  of  the  apartment  ought  to  be 
moderately  cool,  and  her  diet  mud  be  re- 
gulated, in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  circum- 
stances of  her  fituation,  as  in  women  much 
worn  out,  a  very  light  diet  will  be  prefe- 
rable, whereas  in  others,  of  a  more  robuft 
habit,  a  fuller  one  may  be  allowable,  and 
even  fometimes  requifite. 

With  refpeft  to  the  article  of  evacuation, 
a  good  deal  of  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  it;  and,  if  the  patient  does  not  eafily  void 
her  urine  in  the  fpace  of  from  12  to  24  hours 
after  delivery,  warm  fomentations  ought  to 
be  ufed,  which  failing,  the  catheter  muft 
be  employed,  and  repeated  as  often  as  oc- 
cafion  requires,  until  the  bladder  recovers 
its  ufual  contractile  powers. 

As  to  the  ftate  of  the  belly,  if  the  pre-r 
caution  formerly  recommended  to  be  ufed 
before  delivery,  the  giving  a  glyfter,  has 
been  attended  to,  and  the  patient  has  had  a 
fufficient  evacuation  in  confequence  there- 
of, it  is  needlefs  to  be  over  anxious,  unlefs 
|ome  feverifh  fymptoms  occur,  though  the 

woman 
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woman  fhould  not  have  a  difcharge  by 
ftool  for  the  firft  two  days  ;  but,  for  the 
moft  part,  it  will  be  found  proper,  and  even 
neceffary,  in  the  courfe  of  the  third  day, 
that  fuch  an  evacuation  fhould  be  procured. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  a  diar- 
rhoea occur,  unlefs  it  is  fevere,  it  will  be 
more  proper  to  let  it  alone  for  a  little :  If 
this  is  more  violent,  it  muft  be  checked,  but 
not  too  fuddenly :  Here  it  is  neceffary  to 
proceed  in  the  gentleft  and  moft  gradual 
manner  polTible. 

As  a  caution  has  already  been  given, 
that  women  with  child  ought  to  be  kept 
as  free  as  poffible  from  every  thing  which 
might  ruffle  their  minds,  it  is  almoft  need- 
lefs  to  repeat  here,  that  a  woman  newly 
delivered  ought  to  be,  with  double  care, 
affiduoufly  prevented  from  feeing  or  hear- 
ing any  thing  which  might  tend  to  raife  in 
her  the  paffions  either  of  fear,  grief,  anger, 
or  joy. 

It  is  foarcely  neceffary  to  recommend 
eleanlinefs,  and  drynefs  of  the  patient,  and 

.    of 
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of  every  thing  around  her,  as  more  difa- 
greable,  and  more  fatal  confequences,  have 
arifen  to  in-lying  women  from  this  than 
from  almoft  any  other  kind  of  accident 
whatfoever;  becaufe,  independent  of  the 
uncomfortable  fituation  of  the  patient's  ly- 
ing wet,  and  dirty,  the  difcharges  from  in- 
lying women  very  foon  becoming  putrid, 
often  excoriate  the  parts,  and  even  feem  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  fome  of  the  fevereft 
diftrefles  to  which,  in  that  fituation,  they 
are  liable.  Thefe  confequences  may  be 
eafily  avoided  by  frequently  changing  the 
cloths,  removing  the  dirty  linen,  and  bath- 
ing from  time  to  time,  perhaps  once,  or  ra- 
ther twice  a  day,  the  parts  with  luke-warm 
milk  and  water. 

Though  cleanlinefs  and  drynefs  are  here 
ftrongly  recommended,  the  practice  of  fome 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  adopted,  who  ad- 
vife  the  raifing  the  patient,  for  this  purpofe, 
immediately  after  delivery,  to  her  feet,  with 
a  farther  view,  as  is  pretended,  to  allow  the 
coagula  of  blood  to  pafs  freely  off.     This, 

however, 
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however,  cannot  be  proper  in  every  cafe, 
as  many  woman  are  apt  to  faint  if  even 
their  head  or  moulders  are  too  much,  or 
too  fuddenly  raifed  ;  much  more  will  they 
be  affected  were  they  brought  to  the  erecT: 
pofture  at  once. 


lifter-Pains . 

Women  are  fubjecl:,  after  delivery,  to 
what  are  commonly  called  the  after-pains. 
Thefe  arife  either  from  coagula  of  blood 
retained  in  the  womb,  and  which  Nature, 
by  this  means,  attempts  to  through  off,  or 
they  may  proceed  from  an  irregular  con- 
traction of  the  uterine  fibres.  Thefe  pains 
are  lefs  frequent  after  the  firft  and  fecond 
deliveries  than  in  thofe  that  follow.  The 
reafon  of  this  feems  to  be,  that  the  uterine 
fibres  in  the  firft  pregnancies  being  more 
firm  and  elaftic,  confequently  contract  with 
greater  force,  and  much  quicker,  after  de- 
livery, than  in  women  where,  in  confe- 

quence 
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quence  of  frequent  impregnation,  and  re- 
peated child-bearing,  the  uterus  becomes 
weakened  and  relaxed.  If  thefe  pains  are 
flight,  there  is  little  or  no  neceflity  for 
checking  them,  as  they  are  rather  fervice- 
able  in  promoting  and  aiding  the  ufual  dis- 
charges, and  preventing  obflru&ions  or  in- 
flammations taking  place  in  the  womb  ; 
but,  where  they  are  moft  fevere,  warm  fo- 
mentations to  the  belly,  and  opiates,  muft 
be  given. 


Inflammation  of  the  Labia,  <&c* 

In  confequence  of  a  tedious  delivery, 
from  the  long  continued  preffure  of  the 
head,  or  other  parts  of  the  child,  the  labia 
pudertdi,  vagina,  or  uterus,  and  fometimes 
the  adjacent  vefica  urinaria,  urethra,  and 
rectum,  may  be  affected  with  fwelling  and 
inflammation.  The  fame  confequences  may 
arife  from  rafhnefs  in  the  operator,  or  mis- 
management of  the  woman  during  labour. 

Where 


296        A      SYSTEM 

Where  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  are 
flight,  the  ufual  difcharges,  if  copious,  and 
gentle  perfpiration,  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
remove  them.     But,   where  the  diforder  is 
more  violent,    emolient  fomentations,   and 
glyfters,  will  be  pioper,  and,  in  fome  cafes, 
blood-letting  will  be  neceflary  ;  but  this  laft 
ought  to  be  fparingly  and  cautioufly  em- 
ployed.    If  there  is  any  excoriation  of  the 
parts,  they  ought  to  be  drefled  with  a  little 
fimple  cerate,  foftened  with  fuch  an  addi- 
tional quantity  of  olive  oil  as  brings  it  into 
the  confiftency  of  a  linement ;    or  the  ca- 
lamine cerate,  foftened  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, may  be  ufed.     When  the  preffure  has 
been  very  long  continued,  or  very  great,  a 
mortification  is  apt  to   enfue.     If  this  is 
flight,  a  thin  dough  is  thrown  off,  and  the 
wound  heals  up  as  in  any  other  cafe :  But, 
if  the  whole  internal  furface  of  the  vagina, 
or  a  portion  of  the  oppofite  fides,  ftiould 
be  affected,  the   utmoft  care  ought  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  a  coalefcence  of  the  parts. 
The  fame  observations  hold  good  refpe&ing 

affe&kms 
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affections  of  the  labia  pudendi.  As  to  them, 
they  are  to  be  dreffed  each  with  a  feparate 
flip  of  linen,  covered  with  proper  oint- 
ment. But,  where  the  vagina  is  in  this  fi- 
tuation,  a  tent,  covered  over  with  the  lini- 
ments before  mentioned,  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed, only  remembering  to  remove  it 
twice  or  thrice  a  day,  in  order  to  allow  the 
natural  difcharges  to  flow  off;  and  a  little 
lukewarm  milk  and  water  ought  to  be 
thrown  in  with  a  fyringe,  to  cleanfe  the 
parts  before  the  tent  is  again  introduced  *. 
It  fometimes  happens  that  the  mortifica- 
tion goes  deeper,  efpecially  when  it  attacks 
the  anterior  portion  of  the  vagina,  in  fo  far 
that,  upon  the  flough  being  thrown  off,  an 
opening  is  made  from  the  vagina  into  the 
bladder,  through  which  opening  the  urine 
involuntary  paries  off  f .  This  is  a  very 
melancholy  cafe ;  as  the  woman,  from  the 
conftant  wetnefs,  has  the  whole  adjacent 
parts   excoriated,   and,   from   the    urinary 

Pp  *  find!, 

*  Appendix,  Cafe  48. 

t  Appendix,  Cafe  17,  and  41, 
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fmell,  becomes,  in  fome  degree,  loathfome 
to  herfelf,  as  well  as  to  others.  This  mor- 
bid opening  lies  too  deep  to  admit  of  any 
manual  affiftance  ;  and,  indeed,  though  it 
could  be  reached,  the  bringing  the  edges  of 
it  together,  by  means  of  the  needle,  would 
be  highly  improper,  as  we  find  that  Hitch- 
ing is  always  attended  with  bad  confequen- 
ces  in  membranous  parts ;  for,  by  this  means, 
a  high  degree  of  fwelling  and  inflammation 
is  brought  on,  and  the  ftitches  confequent- 
ly  burfting  out,  render  the  cafe  worfe  than 
before. 

Spunge  tents,  which  fome  have  advifed, 
are  rather  prejudicial  than  otherwife;  as,  by 
their  fwelling,  wherever  they  find  fpace,  a 
portion  of  them  naturally  paiTes  into,  and 
fills  the  morbid  opening :  By  this  means 
the  edges  of  it  are  prevented  from  coming 
together,  and  rendered  callous.  The  only 
thing  that  can  be  done,  and  from  whence 
advantages  may  be  expected,  is  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bit  of  tied,  and  afterwards  in- 
Terted  gut,  into  the  vagina,  and  then  in- 
flated 
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flated  fo  as  to  fill  the  cavity  of  it,  whilft  a 
catheter  being  introduced  into  the  urethra, 
the  urine  is  drained  off  that  way,  and  time 
given  for  granulations  to  take  place  from 
the  edges  of  the  fore,  till  it  is  at  laft  either 
completely  filled  up,  or  at  leaft  greatly  di- 
minifhed.  A  flexible  catheter  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred here,  as  it  permits  the  woman  to 
change  her  pofture,  and  move  a  little, 
without  the  fame  danger  of  being  hurt  as 
if  it  had  been  a  ftiff  one. 

In  all  cafes  where  the  inflammation  runs 
fo  high  as  to  threaten  a  mortification,  the 
bark  mould  be  given  as  the  fymptoms  of 
the  cafe  require. 


Prolapfus  Vaginae ,  &c. 

After  fevere  labours,  fometimes  the 
vagina,  but  chiefly  its  anterior  portion,  is 
forced  out  through  the  fphin&er ;  and  the 
fame  thing  likewife  happens  to  the  redtum. 
The  cure  of  this  Uft  is  much  eafier  than  the 

other. 
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other.  The  re&um  is  to  be  reduced,  and 
retained  as  much  as  poffible  from  coming 
down  again  ;  and  the  patient's  belly  mould 
likewife  be  kept  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  fhun 
cofiivenefs,  which  might  bring  on  a  return 
of  the  diforder. 

The  prolapfus  of  the  vagina  is  often 
more  obflinate,  and  more  apt  to  return,  af- 
ter reduction,  owing  to  the  relaxed  ftate  of 
the  parts  from  the  recent  delivery.  A  par- 
ticular degree  of  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  women  labouring  under  this  diforder. 
They  ought  to  be  longer  confined  to  bed 
than  is  ufually  recommended  ;  and  the  fi- 
tuation  mod:  eligible  for  them,  is  that  by 
which  their  head  and  moulders  are  lower 
than  the  breech. 

If  the  prolapfus  is  large,  or  of  long  Hand- 
ing, it  will  be  necefiary,  after  reducing  it, 
to  apply  a  peffary  to  fupport  the  parts  un- 
til fuch  time  as  they  have  recovered  their 
ufual  tone.  Various  kinds  of  inflruments 
are  recommended  for  this  purpofe  *,  almoft 

every 

*  See  Table  25.  in  which  a  few  different  fpecimens 

are 


OF    MIDWIFERY.      3or 

every  author  giving  fome  improvement  or 
other  of  his  own ;  but  the  fimpleft,  and 
what  feems  to  bid  faireft  to  anfwrer  the  end 
propofed,  is  the  plain  ring  peffary,  turned 
out  of  a  piece  of  very  hard  wood,  free^of 
blemifhes;  but  ivory  is  by  far  the  prefe- 
rable fubftance  for  making  them  of.  •    We 

UK- 

often  find,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  that  a  fe- 
cond  pregnancy,  though  during  the  flrft 
months  it  may  feem  rather  to  increafe  than 
diminifh  the  diforder,  yet,  by  the  time  that 
the  uterus  is  fo  far  diftended  as  to  rife 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  it  drawing 
the  vagina  upwards,  the  difeafe  vanimes 
for  a  time,  though  it  may  return  in  fome 
degree  after  delivery,  unlefs  particular  care 
is  taken.  There  are  fome  inftances  where, 
in  confequence  of  two  or  three  pregnan- 
cies, and  a  proper  management  of  the  wo- 
man after  each  delivery,  a  complete  cuie 
has  been  made  *. 

A 

are  given;  many  others  might  have  been  added,  for  Lh<? 
reafons  mentioned  above. 
*  Appendix,  Cafe  49. 


3o2         A     S   Y   S   T   E   M 


A  Prolapfus  Uteri 

Can  never  take  place  but  in  fuch  a  re- 
laxed ftate  of  the  parts  as  will  allow  the 
uterus  to  defcend  fo  low  as  to  pafs  through 
the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  forming  a  large 
tumour  in  the  moft  dependent  part,  of 
which  a  fmall  opening  appears,  which  is 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and  through 
which  the  menftrual  difcharge,  in  fome 
cafes,  has  been  feen  to  flow.  This  ought 
to  be  reduced  like  the  former,  and  re- 
tained by  peflaries.  The  fphin&er  va*? 
ginae,  and  adjacent  parts,  may  likewife  be 
ftrengthened,  and  contra&ed  by  bathing 
with  aftringent  applications  ;  a  complete 
cure,  however,  is  rare  to  be  met  with  here, 
unlefs  the  cafe  is  very  recent. 


An 
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An  Inverfion  of  the  Womb 

Can  never  happen  but  from  a  rafli  and 
violent  attempt  to  extract  the  placenta  im- 
mediately after  delivery,  before  the  womb 
has  had  any  time  to  contract  itfelf,  and 
while  the  placenta  continues  firmly  affixed 
to  it. 

This  is  almoft  always  fatal ;  as  I  know 
but  of  one  cafe  where  the  lady,  whom  I 
have  feen,  furvived  this  misfortune,  '  She 
is  ftill,  or  very  lately  was  in  life,  but  en- 
joys a  very  valetudinary  ftate  of  health, 
being  much  fubje&ed  to  floodings. 

The  other  cafes  terminated,  at  leaft  it 
was  fo  in  the  only  one  I  ever  faw,  by  the 
patient's  being  feized  immediately  with 
great  anxiety  and  depreffion  of  mind,  faint- 
ing fits,  and  cold  fweats ;  and  where  fhe, 
as  commonly  is  the  cafe,  went  off  in  a  con- 
vulfion  *. 

Laceration 

*  Appendix,  No.  u. 
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Laceration  of  the  Perinaeum. 

When  the  child's  head  is  remarkably  Iarge5 
and  the  parts  of  the  mother  rigid,  if  the  la- 
bour pains  are  very  ftrong  and  precipitate,  a 
laceration  of  the  perinaeum  may  take  place. 
This  may  likewife  be  occafioned  by  the  ope- 
rator's negle&ing  to  fupport  this  part  in  the 
time  of  labour,  and  omitting  to  Aide  it  over 
the  head  of  the  child.  It  is  commonly  difco- 
vered  by  a  fmarting  pain  afterwards,  par- 
ticularly when  the  patient  paffes  her  urine. 
Where  the  laceration  is  fmall,  it  in  general 
heals  of  itfelf.  The  only  cautions  to  be  ufed 
are,  to  bath  the  parts  with  milk  and  wa- 
ter twice  a  day,  and,  after  each  bathing, 
to  anoint  them,  by  means  of  a  feather, 
with  any  of  the  liniments  formerly  men- 
tioned. But,  where  the  laceration  is  larger, 
extending  as  far  as  the  fphinfter  ani,  the 
cafe  is  bad ;  but,  mould  it  go  farther,  fo 
that  even  the  inteftine  be  tore  along  with 

the 
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the  under  part  of  the  vagina,  the  cafe  be- 
comes truly  deplorable;  as,  unlefs  the  fides 
of  the  wound  grow  together  again,  the  pa- 
tient will  be  fubjected  to  an  involuntary 
difcharge  of  the  faeces  during  the  reft  of 
her  life. 

Some  have  advifed  here  to  bring  the 
parts  together  by  ftitching ;  though  it  is 
even  declared  by  Doctor  Smellie,  who  .re- 
commends it,  that  this  practice  ought  never, 
but  in  very  defperate  cafes,  to  be  employed; 
the  reafon,  he  adds,  is,  becaufe  this  opera- 
tion very  rarely  fucceeds;  and,  indeed, 
one  mould  naturally  be  led  to  think  it  ne- 
ver could  be  fuccefsfully  employed,  for  the 
reafons  already  given  when  confidering  the 
treatment  of  the  morbid  opening  between 
the  vagina  and  bladder  of  urine. 

As  foon  as  this  is  difcovered,  the  intefti- 
nal  canal  fhould  be  emptied,  by  means  of  a 
very  mild  emolient  glyfter  given  by  a  cau- 
tious hand  ;  the  wound  ought  then  to  be 
cleaned,  and  the  edges  brought  together, 
and  kept  in  that  poluion  as  long  as  pof- 
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fible,  with  a  view  of  allowing  them  to  unite 
again. 

If  the  patient's  pulfe  is  full  and  quick, 
blood-letting  may  be  ufed  ;  and  fhe  ought 
to  be  kept  upon  a  very  fpare  diet,  by  which 
means  fhe  will  have  lefs  calls  to  go  to  (tool; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  coftivenefs  ought  e- 
qually  to  be  avoided,  which  may  be  done 
by  regulating  her  diet. 

Lochia!  Difcharge, 

As  foon  as  the  placenta  is  detached  from 
the  womb,  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
uterine  veiTels  naturally  takes  place;  by  this 
evacuation  they  contracl;  with  greater  fafety 
to  the  woman.  This  difcharge,  though  pret- 
ty copious  at  firft,  and  of  a  florid  colour,  by 
degrees  abates  in  quantity  and  colour,  till, 
after  appearing  like  diluted  blood,  it  gra- 
dually becomes  paler  and  paler,  after  which 
it  puts  on  a  greeniih  hue,  and  at  laft  ends 
in  a  difcharge  fimilar  to  the  fluor  albus. 
It  continues  in  different  women  longer  or 

fhorter 
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fhorter  in  confequence  of  different  circum- 
fiances;  in  fome,  particularly  fuch  as  give  fuck, 
or  have  had  a  flooding  before,  or  a  confide- 
rable  difcharge  immediately  after  delivery, 
it  is  in  a  fmaller  quantity,  and  ceafes  foon  ; 
while  in  others,  again,  it  continues  eight 
days,  a  fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  and  in 
fome  even  much  longer. 

Floodings  after  Delivery. 

Where  the  lochial  difcharge  exceeds  in 
quantity  and  velocity,  it  becomes  a  cafe  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  the  patient.  It  is 
fometimes,  however,  difficult  to  fay,  in  the 
beginning,  whether  this  ought  to  be  check- 
ed or  not,  as  fome  women  have  very  large 
evacuations  on  thefe  occafions,  and  others 
little  or  none.  It  is  neceffary  to  confider 
the  velocity  and  quantity  of  this  difcharge, 
which,  if  great,  a  coft*wfltiancc  would  foon 
prove  fatal  to  the  patient.  We  are  like- 
wife  to  judge  by  its  effects,  which  are  fimi^ 
lar  to  thofe  arifing  from  other  haemorrha- 
ges- 
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ges.  The  patient  lofes  her  colour,  beco- 
ming pale,  with  livid  lips ;  the  pulfe  falls 
low  and  feeble  ;  cold  extremities,  with 
faintingfits,  fucceed;  and,  if  the  diforder 
is  not  checked,  convulfions  and  death  en- 
fue. 

Thefe  floodings  are.  more  common  in 
relaxed  weak  patients,  and  may  more  im- 
mediately be  brought  on  from  irritating 
diet  being  given  to  the  woman  in  the  time 
of  labour,  or  medicines  of  ftrong  operation 
applied  with  a  view  to  promote  delivery. 
FeveriiTi  diforders  are  apt  to  produce  this  ; 
and  likewife  a  rafh  extraction  of  the  fe- 
cundines,  or  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
them,  being  left  behind,  as  likewife  coa- 
gulated blood,  will  all  produce  the  fame 
effect. 

Method  of  Cure, 

In  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  a  great  many  par- 
ticulars refpe&ing  reft,  pofture,  air,  and 
diet,  are  here  rendered  unnecelTary  to  be 

repeated, 
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repeated,  in  confequence  of  what  has  been 
already  faid  upon  floodmgs  before  delive- 
ry ;  but  what  is  principally  to  be  relied  on, 
is  the  application  of  cold  to  the  fmall  of 
the  back  and  external  parts ;  for  which 
purpofe,  a  towl  folded,  and  dipped  in  cold 
vinegar  and  water,  or  in  cold  fpring  water 
alone,  is  as  good  as  any  thing  elfe.  Rol-- 
lers  applied  round  the  abdomen,  if  this  can 
be  done  without  fatiguing  the  patient  too 
much,  will  be  extremely  proper.  Aftrin- 
gents  ought  to  be  given  by  the  mouth  ; 
and,  if  ever  injections  into  the  womb  can 
be  of  fervice,  it  is  in  cafes  of  this  kind  ; 
but  they  ought  to  be  of  the  mildeft  nature. 
Opiates  are  neceflary  ;  and  cordials,  parti- 
cularly red  wine,  or  even,  when  faintings 
come  on,  brandy,  in  proportion  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the"  difeafe,  and  lownefs  of  the  pa- 
tient, ie-pr^ps*  *. 

If  ,the  diforder  arifes  from  the  placenta 
remaining  in  the  uterus,  either  entire  or  in 
part,  or  if  a  coagulum  of  blood  is  lodged 

there, 

*  Appendix,  Cafe  50*     " 
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there,  thefe  muft  be  extracted  before  the 
difeafe  can  be  checked. 

A  much  more  particular  attention  mud 
be  paid  to  the  diet  and  regimen  of  women, 
after  attacks  of  this  kind,  than  common 
inlyings,  as  the  recovery,  in  general,  is  here 
very  flow,  and  a  fmall  error  in  manage- 
ment may  endanger  a  return  of  this  dif- 
eafe. In  proportion  as  her  ftrength  will 
permit,  red  wine,  which  may,  for  the  moft 
part,  prudently  be  given  from  the  firft, 
joined  with  ftrengthening  bitters,  fuch  as 
the  bark,  &c.  and  natural  balfams,  will  be 
proper  to  brace  up  the  patient;  to  which, 
in  fome  cafes,  the  cold  bath,  with  mode- 
rate exercife,  may  be  added. 


ObjlruMed  Lochia* 

From  the  difference  of  the  quantity  of 
the   lochial  difcharge  in  different  women, 
we  are  not  to  confider  every  cafe  as  a  dif- 
eafe where  the  lochia  flow  in  fmaller  quan- 
tities. 


OF     MIDWIFERY. 

tities,  or  flop  fooner  than  common.  If  the 
woman  continues  to  recover,  we  may  then 
naturally  conclude,  that  the  fcantinefs,  or 
ihort  duration  of  this  difcharge,  is  natural, 
and  not  the.  effect:  of  difeafe ;  but  if,  along 
with  their  fuppreflion,  fhe  becomes  reftlefs 
and  feverifh,  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  re- 
ftore  the  lochia  by  the  gentleft  means  pof- 
fible. 

By  this  is  to  be  underftood  injections  of 
lukewarm  milk  and  water  into  the  vagina, 
and  emolient  fomentations  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  womb.  If  the  fupprefiion 
of  the  lochia  feems  to  rife  from  fpafmodic 
conftriftions  induced  upon  the  uterine  vef- 
fels  by  cold,  the  methods  already  mention- 
ed, with  anodyne  draughts,  compofed  of 
laudanum  and  penny- royal  water,  have  been 
found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe.  Forcing 
emmenagogue  medicines,  which  have  been 
advifed  by  fome,  are  by  no  means  proper 
in  this  cafe,  as  they  mull  neceflarily  be  of 
a  heating  nature ;  and,  mould  they  fucceed 
in    reftoring    this    difcharge,    they    often 

do 
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do  more  ill  than  good,  by  bringing  on  a 
violent  flooding.  If  the  emolient  applica- 
tions and  opiates  do  not  anfwer  the  defired 
purpofe,  we  ought  next,  by  means  of  fome 
other  evacuation,  to  make  up  for  the  want 
of  that  of  the  lochial  difcharge  ;  for  which 
reafon,  injections,  and  gentle  laxatives, 
ought  to  be  given,  and  other  difcharges  by 
the  fkin  and  urine  kept  up  by  means  of 
diaphoretics,  diluents,  and  diuretics.  It  is 
feldom,  though  fometimes,  neceflary  to  ufe 
blood-letting  in  this  cafe  ;  but  we  can 
fcarcely  be  too  fparing  or  cautious  in  the 
application  of  the  lancet  here. 


Of  the  Milk  Fever. 

About  the  third,  or  betwixt  the  third 
and  fourth  day  after  delivery,  the  breads 
become  turgid,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  milk  flowing  into  them;  at  the  fame 
time  the  lochia  diminifh  in  quantity.  This 
period  is  commonly  attended  with  a  degree 

of 
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of  heat,  thirft,  head-ach,  and  other  febrile 
fymptoms.  This  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  the  milk  fever.  Such  women 
as  give  fuck  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  pre- 
vent this,  by  putting  the  child  early  to  the 
breaft  ;  and,  indeed,  in  thofe  that  nurfe, 
this  complaint  is  feldom  fo  violent  as  in 
thofe  who  endeavour  to  put  back  their 
milk. 

Women  that  are  not  to  nurfe,  in  order 
to  mun  this  diforder,  and  other  inconve- 
niencies,  ought  to  have  their  breafts  drawn 
either  bv  a  child,  a  glafs,  or,  what  anfwers 
remarkably  well,  one  of  the  elaftic  bottles 
properly  mounted.  This  mould  be  repeat- 
ed once  or  twice  a  day  for  a  iliort  time,  as 
there  is  much  lefs  danger  in  putting  back 
the  milk  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  after 
delivery,  and  that  gradually,  than  there  is 
in  doing  it  all  at  once,  when  the  woman  is 
but  a  day  or  two  delivered. 

Should  this  feverimnefs  appear,  an  emo- 
lient  glyfler  ought  to  be  immediately  given, 
and  the  belly  afterwards  kept  gently  open 

R  r  by 


314         A      SYSTEM 

by  means  of  fome  of  the  mildeft  laxatives. 
Along  with  thefe,  diaphoretics  fliould  be  gi- 
ven, in  order  that  a  gentle  moifture  may 
be  kept  up  on  the  fkin ;  for  which  purpofe, 
the  faline  julap  is  very  proper,  though 
draughts  of  the  fame  kind,  given  in  the 
ftate  of  efTervefcence,  are  found  to  acl  more 
readily  than  when  taken  in  the  form  of 
mixture  after  this  is  over.  The  patient's 
diet  ought  to  be  very  fpare$  and  the  breafts 
may,  with  advantage,  be  rubbed  all  over, 
excepting  the  nipples  and  areolae,  with 
frem  butter,  or  unfcented  pomatum ;  this 
allows  the  breafts  to  be  extended  with 
lefs  pain  to  the  patient,  and  prevents 
the  danger  of  the  la&iferous  duels  from 
being  obftrueled ;  all  difcuffing  plafters,  of 
whatever  kind  they  may  be,  and  fpiritous 
applications,  with  a  view  of  repelling  the 
milk,  are  equally  improper  and  dangerous. 
If,  notwithstanding  this  regimen,  the 
fwelling  and  pain  are  not  abated,  the  pa- 
tient  ought  to  be  blooded;  and  emolient 
fomentations  are  to  be  applied  to  the  af- 

,    q  fe&ed 
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fedted  part  twice  a  day,  covering  it  after- 
wards with  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk, 
into  which  a  few  chamomile  flower?,  redu- 
ced to  powder,  may  be  added  during  the 
boiling  ;  and  the  addition  of  a  little  fine 
oil,  or  frefh  butter,  to  prevent  its  turning 
foon  hard,  will  be  proper. 

But  in  cafe  the  fwelling  mould  threaten 
to  fuppurate,  which  is  known  by  the  con- 
tinuance, and  even  increafe  of  the  pain  and 
fwelling,  attended  with  rednefs  and  thron- 
ing, the  blood-letting  and  purgatives  mult 
be  omitted,  but  the  fomentations  and  poul- 
tices are  to  be  continued  till  fuch  time  as 
the  fuppurated  parts  open.  The  foonei* 
this  takes  place  fo  much  the  better.  When 
this  happens,  the  fomentations  may  be  laid 
afide,  and  a  pledget  of  bafilicon  applied 
immediately  over  the  fore ;  and,  again,  o- 
ver  this,  the  poultice  formerly  recommend- 
ed mould  be  laid. 

The  ufe  of-  the  lancet,  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  is  but  fometimes  advifeable;  as,  in 
general,  it  is  found,  that,  where  abfceiTes 

in 
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in  the  breads  are  opened  with  inftrumentSj 
the  healing  of  them  is  much  more  tedious 
than  when  they  are  left  to  Nature.  The 
only  two  exceptions  to  this  rule,  are  fuch 
cafes  as  may  occur  where  the  fuppuration 
points  at  two  different  places  at  once ;  one 
on  the  fuperior,  and  the  other  on  the  infe- 
rior part  of  the  breaft  :  Here  we  ought  to 
promote  the  difcharge  from  the  moil  de- 
pending part,  in  order  to  give  a  free  paf- 
iage  to  the  matter.  And  again,  where, 
though  the  breaft  may  have  fuppurated 
and  opened,  yet  the  opening  is  ftill  too 
fmall,  or,  perhaps,  fituated  fo  as  not  to 
allow  the  matter  to  pafs  off  freely,  by 
which  means  the  fubftance  of  the  mamma 
may  be  diffolved  entirely,  and  even  the  , 
matter  lodging,  without  a  proper  vent, 
may  wrork  its  way  inwardly  through  the 
intercoftal  mufcles,  affect  the  ribs,  and 
even  penetrate  into  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax. 

Another  thing  ought  much  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  and  cautioned  againft,  which  is  the 

practice 
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practice  (now  generally  laid  afide)  of 
introducing  tents  *  to  keep  open  the  , 
fore :  This  always  frets  and  inflames 
the  parts ;  and,  in  place  of  allowing  the 
matter  to  flow  off,  they,  by  obftruding  it, 
produce  other  fuppurations,  and,  by  ren- 
dering the  edges  of  the  wound  callous, 
make  it  exceffively  ill  to  heal. 

The  bafiiicon  and  poultice  will  general- 
ly anfwer  all  the  neceflary  purpofes,  and, 
with  flight  dreffings  of  cerate  round  the 
edges  of  the  wound,  ought  to  be  perfifted 
in  till  the  fore  is  healed  up*.  If,  afterwards, 
any  degree  of  hardnefs  mould  remain,  a 
little  camphorated  oil  may  be  rubbed  upon 
it  twice  a  day,  covering  it  with  flannel.  A 
plafter  of  diachylon,  with  the  gums,  or  a 
mercurial  plafter  applied,  will  often  pro- 
duce very  good  effects.  In  other  cafes,  a 
little  mercurial  ointment  rubbed  upon  the 
tumour  of  the  breaft  will  be  found  to  an- 
fwer very  well. 

Another 

#  Appendix,  Cafe  51. 
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Another  diforder  of  the  bread  is  fore  nip- 
ples. This  complaint  happens  principally 
to  women  that  nurfe,  and  is  occafioned  by 
the  want  of  that  mucus  which  nature  has 
intended  to  prevent  the  nipples  being  fret- 
ted and  fcalded  by  the  moifture  and  adtion 
of  the  child's  mouth  when  fucking.  Some- 
times they  arife  from  the  child's  being  at- 
tacked with  the  aphthae  or  thrufh.  The 
pain  in  this  cafe  is  greateft  when  the  child 
fucks;  becaufe  then  the  fretted  parts  are 
preifed  upon,  and  tore  open,  by  which 
means,  and  the  moifture  that  is  left  upon 
them,  the  diforder  is  increafed.  The  beft 
of  many  applications  recommended  for  this 
difeafe  is  a  little  cerate,  foftened  with  oil, 
or  a  little  falve  made  up  of  equal  parts  of 
white  wax  and  fpermaceti,  with  as  much 
olive  oil  as  will  bring  it  to  a  proper  con- 
fluence. Care  ought  to  be  taken,  before 
prefenting  the  breaft  to  the  child,  to  wipe  off 
any  application  that  may  have  been-  made  ; 
and  before  applying  the  liniments  again, 
any  moifture  that  may  remain  after  the 

child 
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child  has  fucked  ought  carefully  to  be  dry- 
ed  up.  Mr  Charles  White  of  Manchefter, 
whom  I  have  had  occafion  before  to  men- 
tion, recommends  what  I  have  found  of 
confiderable  fervice  in  cafes  of  this  kind, 
which  is  a  ring  of  bees  wax  *,  fufficient 
juft  to  let  through  the  nipple;  this  may  be 
befmeared  in  the  infide  with  a  little  cerate, 
or  the  like. 

But,  mould  the  nipple  ulcerate,  or  the 
pain  turn  fo  acute  as  to  render  the  mo- 
ther fever ifh,  the  child  muft  be  weaned. 

Where  either  the  mother  will  not,  or 
from  fore  nipples,  or  the  like,  cannot  nurfe, 
great  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  allow 
the  milk  to  be  thrown  back  upon  her  too 
fuddenly,  as  very  dangerous  tranflations  of 
it-fometimes  take  place  f.  Gentle  laxatives 
mould  be  given,  as  carrying  the  milk 
off  by  ftool  is,  without  exception,  the 
fafeft  way.  There  are  inftances  where, 
upon  the  breads  turning  fuddenly  flaccid, 

the 

*  See  Mr  White's  Treatife  on  the  Management,  &c.  of 
Inlying -Women,  page  146. 

f  See  Puzo's  Traite  des  Accouch. 


32° 


A      SYSTEM 


the  patient  has  been  quickly  cut  off;  and, 
upon  examining  the  brain,  the  caufe  of  her 
death  appeared  to  be  the  tranflation  of  the 
milk  to  the  head,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  it  being  found  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain.  Befides  Mr  Puzos,  before  quoted, 
Baron  Van  Swieten  in  his  Commentaries 
on  Boerhaave's  Aphorifms*,  and  Levreff, 
with  feveral  other  authors,  have  been  very 
full  upon  this  head. 


The  Ephemera^  or  Weed^  as  it  is  commonly 
called^ 

Takes  its  name  from  the  time  of  its 
duration,  as  it  begins  and  ends  in  rhe  courfe 
of  a  day.  A  weed  very  frequently  follows 
violent  floodings,  or  the  too  rafh  expofure 
of  the  patient  to  cold  or  fatigue.  I  have 
known  repeatedly  a  fudden  furprife  bring 

on 

*  See  Van  Swieten,  Tom.  4.  pag.  610.  fed.  1329. 
f  See  Levret,  L'art  de  Acouch.  pag.  168. 
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on  this.  It  refembles  a  fit  of  the  ague, 
coming  on  with  a  fenfation  of  cold  and 
fhivering,  with  ficknefs  at  heart,  and  head- 
ach.  This  is  fucceeded  by  a  hot  fit,  ter- 
minating in  a  copious  fweat,  which  com- 
monly proves  the  crifis  of  the  diforder. 
The  greater!:  danger  attending  this  difeafe 
is,  that  patients  having  once  been  feized 
with  it,  are  very  fubjecl:  to  relapfe.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  cold  fit,  warm  flannel,  or 
cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water,  may  be 
applied  to  the  belly  and  feet,  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  difagreeable  fenfe  of  cold,  and 
the  fooner  bring  out  the  fweats.  Plenty  of 
diluting  drinks  ought  to  be  given,  fuch  as 
water  gruel,  or  barley-water,  with  a  little 
lemon  juice,  to  which  a  few  drops  of  fpirit 
of  hartfhorn  may  be  added  ;  apple  tea,  and 
fack  whey,  may  likewife  be  proper,  accor- 
ding to  the  tafte  of  the  patient.  However 
cold  the  patient  may  be,  it  is  proper  to 
trufl  folely  to  the  warm  application  to  the 
belly  and  feet,  already  recommended;  and 
the  pajient  ought  never  to  be  overheated, 

S  f  either 
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either  by  an  increafed  quantity  of  bed- 
cloths,  or  a  number  of  attendants  in  the 
room  more  than  is  abfolutely  necefiary, 
much  lefs  with  fpiritous  liquors,  or  heat- 
ing cordials. 

In  the  hot  fit,  the  ufe  of  the  diluents 
ought  to  be  continued,  and  every  thing 
tending  to  promote  a  free  and  copious  per* 
fpiration  ihould  be  given;  effervefcent  mix- 
tures and  coolnefs  are  to  be  recommended  ; 
and  I  have  fometimes  feen  considerable  re- 
lief given  to  the  patient,  by  bathing  her 
temples  and  wrifts  with  a  little  cold  vine- 
gar and  water.  Though  fweatings,  in  ge- 
neral, prove  the  crifis  of  this  diforder,  yet 
they  muft  be  confidered,  like  exceffive  eva- 
cuations of  any  kind,  as  prejudicial  to  the 
in-lying  woman,  and  are  apt  to  expofe  the 
patient  to  other  diforders,  as  well  as  to  a 
relapfe  into  this.  The  diet  ought  to  be 
light  and  fpare;  and,  if  there  is  any  reafon 
for  fufpe&ing  that  this  complaint  has  been 
brought  on  by  furprife,  or  paffions  of  the 
mind,  opiates  will  be  found  very  ufeful. 

Puerperal 
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Puerperal  Fever. 

When  treating  of  the  difeafes  of  inly- 
ing-women, the  puerperal  fever  Claims  par- 
ticular attention.  This  is  a  difeafe,  which, 
though  taken  notice  of  by  feveral  ancient 
authors,  feems  to  have  been  very  little 
known,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  defcrip- 
tion  and  caufes  of  it  by  them  afiigned. 

This,  however,  is  the  lefs  to  be  wonder- 
ed at,  when  we  look  into,  and  compare 
more  modern  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  fame  fubje£h  Of  the  ancients,  fome 
afferted,  that  this  fever,  peculiar  to  inlying- 
women,  was  owing  to  the  obftrucliion  of 
the  lochial  difcharge,  while  others  afferted, 
that  the  origin  of  this  difeafe  was  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  milk.  In  general,  the  an- 
cients feemed  to  think  this  a  fymptomatic 
rather  than  an  original  difeafe. 

Of  late,  the  ingenious  Doctor  Hulme 
has  endeavoured  to  put  this  difeafe  in  ano- 
ther point  of  light  from  any  it  had  hither- 
to 
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to  been  viewed  in  :  He,  with  Doctor  Lake, 
feems  to  think  it  a  primary  difeafe,  and  that 
it  arifes  from  an  inflammatory  affection  of 
the  omentum  and  interlines,  the  uterus  be- 
ing entirely  free. 

On  the  other  hand,  Doctor  Manning, 
and  Mr  Charles  White  furgeon  at  Man- 
chefter,  have  confidered  this  fever  as  a  pu- 
trid one. 

The  defcription  of  the  difeafe,  according 
to  the  authors  who  have  written  upon  it,  is 
nearly  as  follows. 

The  patient,  foon  after  delivery,  is  feized 
with  flight  rigors,  often  lefs  obferveable 
than  in  other  fevers,  foon  followed  by  a 
violent  pain  and  forenefs  over  the  whole 
of  the  hypogastric  region.  The  tender- 
nefs  is  fo  acute,  that  the  gentleft  touch  is 
almoft  infufferable.  The  belly,  though 
fometimes  fwelled,  feels  foft  without  dif- 
colouring.  A  headach,  vertigo,  and  want  of 
reft,  are  complaints  to  which  me  is  fubjecl: 
from  the  very  firft  attack.  There  is  much 
third ;   the  tongue  white,  foft,  and  moift, 

with 
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with  a  red  line  running  down  the  middle ; 
in  general,  before  death,  it  becomes  dry,  and 
changes  to  a  dark  brown  colour.  The  face 
mows  marks  of  great  dejection  and  anxiety 
of  mind,  and  is  often  flufhed  with  a  deep 
red  colour  fixed  in  the  cheeks :  The  fkin 
dry  and  hot,  with  intermediate  fweats;  but 
thefe  are  moil  frequently  met  with  when 
the  difeafe  is  going  off. 

The  pulfe  is  freq'uent,  but  weak ;  for  the 
moft  part  running  as  high  as  160;  but,  be- 
fore death,  it  becomes  fo  weak  and  quick 
as  renders  it  almoft  impofiible  to  count  it. 
A  fhort  thick  breathing,  proportionally  fe- 
vere  as  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  is  more  or 
lefs  intenfe,  is  a  concomitant  fymptom. 
The  vomiting,  which  fometimes  occurs,  is 
not  always  met  with ;  but  where  the  dif- 
eafe approaches  to  a  fatal  termination,  it  is 
continual,  and  the  discharge  is  generally 
green  or  black. 

With  refpecT:  to  the  ftate  of  the  belly :  In 
the  beginning  it  is  generally  coftive;  fome- 
times a  diarrhoea  comes  on,  which,  when 

moderate, 
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moderate,  relieves  the  patient.  The  lochia 
diminifh  in  quantity,  and  lofe  their  colour  \ 
,  but  the  milk,  in  general,  continues,  unlefs 
a  violent  diarrhoea  attends. 

The  pathognomonic  and  chara&eriftic 
marks  are,  an  acute  pain  and  forenefs  over 
the  belly,  particularly  at  its  under  part, 
with  feverifh  fymptoms,  and  a  violent 
headach ;  all  thefe  coming  on  foon  after 
delivery. 

It  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  iliac 
paffion  by  the  pains  being  fpread  over  the 
whole  of  the  abdomen,  and  not  confined 
to  one  fpot,  and  ftill  more  ftrongly  marked 
by  the  fometimes  falutary  effe&s  of  a  diar- 
rhoea, and  the  eafy  operation  of  laxatives. 

From  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  by 
the  want  of  the  burning,  throbbing  heat, 
generally  felt  about  the  region  of  the 
womb,  and  which  gradually  extends  to  the 
adjacent  parts. 

We  ought  likewife  to  difcriminate  it 
from  a  diforder,  with  which  it  has  been 
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very  much  confounded,  I  mean  the  milk 
fever. 

I  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
appearances  of  the  milk  flowing  to  the 
breafts,  and  the  particular  degree  of  fever, 
which,  in  confequence  thereof,  occurs.  It 
is  fufficient  to  fay  here,  that  the  abdominal 
pain  and  tendernefs,  with  the  want  of  ten- 
lion,  and  pains  of  the  mammae,  and  parts 
adjacent,  mark  out  the  one  from  the  other. 

We  diftinguifh  it  from  the  miliary  fever, 
by  the  want  of  the  fymptoms  the  forerun- 
ners of  eruption,  fuch  as  the  prickling  and 
uneafy  fenfations  on  the  fkin,  by  no  erup- 
tion taking  place,  or,  if  taking  place,  gi- 
ving no  relief  to  the  patient. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  mention  the 
mode  of  diftinguifhing  between  it  and  the 
after-pains,  the  one  being  conftant,  where- 
as the  after-pains  return  at  particular  pe- 
riods, after  confiderable  intermiflions. 

This  is  a  very  dangerous  difeafe.  The 
degree  of  danger  mud  be  eftimated  by 
obferving  accurately, 

'A 
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iy?,  The  pulfe,  which,  if  very  weak, 
quick,  and  fmall,  with  frequent  fhort  breath- 
ings, is  a  bad  omen.  Where  the  breath- 
ing becomes  more  free  and  full,  with  a 
flower  pulfe,  we  may  then  entertain  better 
hopes :  The  gradual  falling  of  the  pulfe, 
with  refpecl:  to  number,  is  favourable;  the 
contrary  always  threatens  danger. 

We  ought,  fecondly^  to  obferve  the  ftate 
of  the^belly  and  pulfe  taken  together.  If 
the  diarrhoea  comes  on  foon,  and  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  flower  pulfe,  we  may  confider 
it  as  an  happy  circumftance  ;  but  where 
coflivenefs  has  prevailed  during  pregnan- 
cy, and  the  patient  fhall  be  feized  with  this 
diforder,  there  is  confiderable  danger,  which, 
if,  upon  the  diarrhoea  appearing,  or  upon 
evacuations  procured  by  medicine,  the  pulfe 
fhall  continue  as  frequent  as  before,  is  ren- 
dered ftill  greater. 

$dly,  There  is  one  circumftance  much 
laid  hold  of  by  phyficians,  viz.  violent 
pain  fhooting  acrofs  the  epigaftric  region, 
from  the  breaft  to  the  back,  with  a  difficul- 
ty 
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tj  of  breathing,  and  quick  pulfe;  thefe,  ta- 
ken together,  prognofticate  that  the  difeafe 
will  prove  mortal  in  a  few  days,  the  fe- 
venth,  eighth,  or  ninth,  from  the  attack, 
feldorn  extending  beyond  the  eleventh. 

4/^/7,  When  our  patient  can  turn  from 
her  back,  a  fituation  which  women  in  this 
difeafe  commonly  choofe,  and  can  lie  upon 
her  fide,  thefe  mark  a  favourable  change. 

$thly,  The  lochia,  which  were  diminiihed, 
flowing  again,  as  at  the  firft,  is  likewife  good. 

6th fy,  But  the  green  or  black  vomiting 
portends  death,  efpecially  when  the  pulfe 
becomes  fo  quick  and  weak  as  not  to  be 
numbered,  or,  at  leaft,  with  difficulty,  and 
where  the  ftools  become  involuntary. 

Upon  opening  the  bodies  of  women 
who  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  this  difeafe, 
the  uterus,  inteflinal  canal,  and  omentum, 
have  all,  at  different  times,  been  found 
more  or  lefs  inflamed,  and  a  quantity 
of  pus,  and  fometimes  foetid  water,  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In  fome,  a 
drynefs  of  all  the  contained  parts ;   while, 

Tt  ia 
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in  others,  the  omentum,  inteflines,  and  tl«* 
terus,  appear  covered  with  a  purulent  crufi% 
or  have  put  on  a  gangrenous  appearance. 

The  opinions  refpecting  the  caufes  and 
nature  of  this  difeafe  are  various.     Meffrs 
White  and  Manning,  as  I  before  obferved* 
confider   this  as    entirely  a  putrid   fever. 
Certain  it  is  that  women,  about  the  time  of 
delivery,  have  their  humours  more  tending 
to  putrefcency  than  at  any  other  time;  but 
we  find  cafes  occurring  where  there  are  no 
figns  of  putrefcency ;  where  the  fuccefs  of 
the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  evidently  point 
out   that  this   difeafe   is   inflammatory,   at 
leaft  in  its  firft  ftage,  and  that  the  putrid 
fymptoms  are  the  confequences  of  the  in- 
flammation, and  tendency  to  putrefaction , 
already  hinted  at,  joined  together. 

This  diforder  is  very  contagious,  and 
principally  takes  place  in  hofpitals,  where 
a  number  of  inlying-women  are  crowded 
together ;  in  private  pra&ice,  where  clean- 
iiefs  and  coolnefs  prevail,  it  is  rarely  if  ever 
met  with. 

It 
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It  does  not  feem  to  depend  on  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  uterus,  as  the  fymptoms  dif- 
fer confiderably ;  and  this  eonclufion  is 
Jikewife  corroborated  by  obferving  the  ap- 
pearance of  this,  as  well  as  the  other  vifce- 
ra,  after  death. 

The  preflure  of  the  gravid  uterus  upon 
the  adjacent  parts  will  naturally  deftroy 
the  tone  of  the  veflfels ;  and  this  preffure 
being  fuddenly  taken  off  upon  delivery, 
the  blood  naturally  rufhes  with  greater  im- 
petuofity,  and  in  larger  quantities  than 
common,  into  them ;  hence  obftrudtions 
and  inflammations  may  take  place. 

With  refpect  to  the  cure :  Blood-letting, 
which  has  been  recommended  by  fome, 
has  been  as  much  cried  down  by  others. 
At  the  fir  ft  attack,  in  fome  cafes,  it  will  be 
found  proper,  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength 
and  fymptoms  of  the  patient,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  blood  after  the  vein  is 
opened  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  we  ought 
here  to  be  very  fparing  in  the  ufe  of  the 
lancet. 

Saline 
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Saline  mixtures,  in  the  ftate  of  effervef- 
cence,  are  very  proper,  and  the  belly  ought 
to  be  kept  gently  open  by  means  of  injec- 
tions and  mild  laxatives.  The  ol.  ricini 
has  been  employed  with  fuccefs  for  this 
purpofe  ;  and  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  or 
tartar  emetic,  has  anfwered  two  ends,  by 
keeping  the  belly  open,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  promoting  perfpiration.  All  draftic 
or  heating  medicines  ought  to  be  fhtmned. 
Fomentations  may  be  applied  twice  or 
thrice  a  day  to  the  abdomen  ;  and,  where 
the  pain  is  very  intente,  an  opiate,  joined 
with  the  tartar  emetic,  or  ipecacuanha,  will 
be  found  of  confiderable  fervice. 

When  putrid  fymptoms  appear,  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark  and  red  wine  ought  freely  to 
be  given. 

Blifters,  though  recommended  by  fome 
to  be  applied  over  the  belly  or  loins,  are 
by  no  means  advifeable.  A  cool  regimen, 
and  free  dry  air,  are  to  be  ftudied ;  and  the 
greater!   attention    muft    be    paid    to   the 

cleannefs 
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cleannefs  and  drynefs  of  the  patient's  fitu- 


ation. 


VLiliary  Fever. 


The  miliary  fever  derives  its  name  from 
the  appearance  of  fmall  red  or  white  puf- 
tules,  which  have  been  compared  to  millet 
feeds. 

It  is  divided  into  the  red  and  white.  In 
fome  cafes  it  appears  as  a  primary  difeafe  ; 
in  other  cafes  it  is  conjoined  with  other 
eruptive  diforders,  and  occurs  often  as  a 
concomitant  of  other  fevers. 

It  principally  attacks  cold  and  relaxed 
habits ;  women,  efpecially  the  more  deli- 
cate, labouring  under  the  profluvium  men- 
fium,  or  fluor  albus,  but  ftill  more  fre- 
quently inlying-women.  This  is  afcribed 
to  the  tendency  they  have  to  putrefcency 
in  that  ftate. 

Paffions  of  the  mind,  fuch  as  grief,  ex- 
ceffive  evacuations,  of  whatever  kind,  and 
bad  air,  may  be  confidered  as  caufes  more 

remote 
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remote  of  this  difeafe  ;  while,  by  feveral  au-* 
thors,  a  too  great  quantity  of  the  humours, 
attended  with  lentor  obftru&ing  the  fub- 
cutaneous  veffels,  have  been  confidered  as 
the  proximate  one. 

The  fymptoms  of  the  miliary  fever  are 
coldnefs  and  horripilation,  followed  by  a 
warm  fit,  proftration  of  ftrength,  anxiety 
about  the  praecordia,  weak  feeble  pulfe, 
with  deep  fighing,  and  afthmatic  affe&ions; 
flight  delirium,  owing  in  part  to  want  of 
reft,  white  tongue,  drought,  urine  rather 
pale  5  the  belly  verging  to  extremes ;  para- 
lytic affections ;  the  foles  of  the  feet,  and 
palms  of  the  hands,  burn  violently. 

In  the  cafes  more  immediately  under 
our  confideration,  the  lochia  and  milk  are 
diminifhed.  if  not  totally  fupprefTed. 

Along  with  thefe,  the  patient  complains 
of  a  prickling  heat  and  pain  under  the  ikin5 
which  is  followed  by  a  roughnefs  of  it, 
after  which  the  eruption  of  puftules,  filled 
with  an  ichory  ftuff  of  a  very  foetid  fmell, 
takes  place. 

This 
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This  eruption  taking  place,  the  fymp- 
toms  mitigate,  the  pulfe  becomes  fuller  and 
fofter,  the  fkin  more  moift,  a  foetid  fweat 
takes  place,  and  the  urine  becomes  higher 
coloured  ;  the  lochia  and  milk  return,  and 
in  about  feven  days  the  puftules  dry  and 
vanifh.  The  red  kind  of  this  diforder  is 
milder  than  the  white :  Eafy  breathing,  a 
mild  perfpiration  attending  the  eruption, 
without  remiflion,  and  full  large  puftules, 
good  ;  the  reverfe  bad,  efpecially  if  attend- 
ed with  haemorrhagy  from  the  nofe.  The 
going  in  of  the  puftules,  with  increafed  an- 
xiety, pain,  or  convulhons,  point  out  the 
death  of  the  patient.  A  diarrhoea  in  wo- 
men lying-in  is  to  be  dreaded  in  this  cafe. 

For  the  cure  in  the  febrile  ftate,  blifters, 
repeatedly  applied,  are  of  fervice.  Reft, 
refrigerant  drinks,  a  horizontal  pofture,  and 
moderate  heat,  are  proper.  Blood-letting 
is  much  more  improper  here  than  in  almoft 
any  other  eruptive  diforder.  Warm  fo- 
mentations aid  in  promoting  the  eruption ; 

and 
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and  the  milder  diaphoretics  are  to  be  em- 
ployed for  this  purpofe. 

On  the  turn  of  the  difeafe,  gentle  laxa- 
tives will  be  found  neceffary. 


'Treatment  of  the  Woman  at  the  End  of  the 
Month. 

It  is  ufual  to  give  women,  after  delive- 
ry, fome  laxative  medicines  before  they  be- 
gin to  go  about.  This  is  by  no  means  fo 
neceffary  in  women  who  give  fuck  as  in 
thofe  that  put  back  their  milk.  Thofe 
that  nurfe  are  found  lefs  liable  to  com- 
plaints after  delivery,  and  recover  falter 
than  the  others,  where  laxatives  are  ne- 
ceffary to  prevent  the  bad  efFe&s  arifing 
from  the  regurgitation  of  the  milk.  Some 
pra&ifing  midwifery  have,  without  any 
diftin&ion,  adopted  this  practice,  and  in- 
difcriminately  ordered  medicines  of  this 
kind    to   every   woman   after  delivery ;    a 

practice  which  is  certainly  very  erroneous, 

except 
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except  where,  for  the  reafons  above  men- 
tioned, it  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 


Management  of  the  New-born  Child. 

As  foon  as  the  child  is  born,  it  is  proper* 
to  wafh  it  all  over,  with  a  view  to  cleanfe 
it  from  any  filth  that  may  have  adhered  to 
it  in  the  time  of  birth.  This  wafhing  is 
more  neceflary  in  fome  than  in  others^  as 
there  is  often  a  thick  vifcid  flime  contrac- 
ted in  the  womb,  which  frequently  covers 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  child,  and  is  of- 
ten of  fo  tenacious  a  nature  as  to  refift  even 
the  aftion  of  warm  water,  ajid  is  only  to 
be  removed  by  fir  ft  rubbing  the  parts  with 
a  little  frefti  butter,  and  then  wafhing  that 
off  with  ale  or  fpirits.  The  whole  of  this, 
if  very  ftrongly  adhering,  is  not  to  be  rub- 
bed off  at  the  firft  dreffing,  left  the  fkin 
of  the  child  fhould  be  injured,  but  ought 
gradually  to  be  cleanfed  away  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  ones.  In  doing  which,  it  is  proper  to 
begin  with  wafhing  the  head,  which  is  to 

U  u  be 
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be  done  firft  with  fpirits,  and  then  with 
cold  water,  and,  after. being  carefully  dried, 
is  to  be  covered  up. 

The  body  of  the  child  ought  next  to  be 
warned,  particularly  about  the  arm-pits 
and  groins,  and  the  fame  attention  paid  to 
the  drying  of  them  as  was  recommended 
for  the  head. 

The  umbilical  cord  ought  to  be  exami- 
ned, In  order  to  afcertain  how  far  the  liga- 
tures are  fufficiently  tight,  fo  as  to  prevent 
any  danger  of  hemorrhage. 

A  fmall  flip  of  linen  ought  to  be  wrap- 
ped round  the  umbilical  cord,  which  is  to 
be  turned  upwards  towards  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach,  and  fecured  there  by  a  foft  com- 
prefs,  and  one  turn  of  a  bandage ;  this  re- 
maining portion  of  the  cord  withers,  and 
drops  off  in  a  few  days  after  delivery. 

As  to   drefs,  the  difference  of  faftiion, 
the   particular   tafte    and    abilities    of  the 
parents,  render  it  impoffible  to  lay  down 
vany  fixed  rules  for  this.     The  head,  as  re- 
commended to  be  firft  wafhed,  ought  like- 
wife 
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wife  to  be  firft  clothed ;  and  the  drefs  of  it 
ought  to  be  by  no  means  tight,  but  only  fo 
as  to  prevent  its  too  much  fhifting.  The 
long  roller,  which  was  formerly  in  ufe,  in 
place  of  being  applied  at  length  round 
the  child,  in  a  manner  very  troublefomq 
both  to  it  and  the  dreffer,  is  now  doubled, 
fo  as  to  go  only  once  round  the  body  of 
the  child  and.  overlope  :  This  gives  a  fup- 
port  to  the  trunk,  and  prevents  the  fingers 
of  the  nurfe,  &c.  from  hurting  the  tender 
fides  of  the  child. 

All  the  other  parts  of  the  drefs  ought  to 
be  flack,  and  put  on  fo  as  by  no  means  to 
impede  the  motion  of  any  of  the  limbs  of 
the  child. 

Children  cannot  be  too  cleanly  kept,  as 
it  is  owing  entirely  to  negligence  that  ex- 
coriations behind  the  ears,  in  the  arm-pits, 
and  groins,  and  round  the  parts  of  genera- 
tion, arife. 

As  foon  as  the  child  is  drefled,  it  is  ufual 
to  give  fome  gentle  purgatives  in  order  to 
cleanfe   the    ftomach   and   bowels  of  the 

flime 
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flime  and  filth  which  has  been  gradually 
accumulated  during  its  ftay  in  the  womb. 

If  a  woman  is  to  nurfe  her  own  child, 
and  will  put  it  to  the  breaft  early,  there 
will  be  lefs  occaiion  for  any  thing  elfe,  the 
firft  milk  being  purgative. 

But,,  where  the  mother  is  not  to  nurfe, 
or  fuppoiing  me  were,  if  her  milk  is  not 
yet  come  to  her  breafts,  it  is  common  to 
order  a  tea  fpoonful  of  fyrup  of  pale  rofes 
and  violets  mixed  -  together  ;  this  is  to  be 
repeated  two  or  three  times  a  day  till  it 
has  the  defired  effect.  A  little  weak  punch, 
wine  and  water,  or  even  fait  and  water, 
will  anfwer  the  purpofe-  every  bit  as  well, 
and  particularly  the  laft,  as  it  acts  at  the 
fame  time  as  an  emetic. 

When  the  head  has  been  long  locked  in 
the  pelvis,  the  preffure  occafions  an  over- 
lopping  of  the  bones,  and  a  fwelling  of  the 
hairy  fcalp.  In  this  cafe  fome  propofe  to 
form  the  head  into  its  proper  fhape,  by 
moulding  it  with  their  hands,  but  this  is 
highly  improper.   The  beft  way  is  to  leave 

it 
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it  to  Nature,  which,  in  a  day  or  two,  will 
bring  it  to  its  right  figure  ;  double  care  be- 
ing taken  that  the  head-drefs  is  not  put  on 
too  tight ;  for,  by  the  tightnefs  of  the  head- 
drefs,  the  action  of  the  arteries  within  the 
cranium  will  be  obflru&ed,  and  the  bones 
confined  in  a  wrong  fituation,  and,  confe- 
quently,  a  degree  of  deformity  will  ftill  re- 
main ;  and  there  is  likewife  another  rifk 
arifing  from  this  error,  which  is,  that,  by 
the  bringing  together,  and  uniting  too  ear- 
ly the  bones  of  the  head,  a  preffure  upon 
the  brain  may  be  the  confequence,  and 
prove  the  foundation  of  periodical,  if  not 
conftant  headachs,  ever  after.  Sometimes 
this  has  been  found  to  occafion  epileptic 
fits,  and  even  to  bring  on  other  convulfive 
affections. 

If  there  is  much  fwelling,  a  cloth  dipped 
in  fpirits  and  vinegar,  or  camphorated  fpi« 
rit  of  wine,  will,  for  the  moft  part,  remove  it. 

Where  the  face  prefents,  a  caution  was 
formerly  given  not  to  examine  frequently; 
but,  where  this  was  found  neceffary,it  mould 

be 
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be  done  with  double  tendernefs  and  care, 
In  all  face  cafes  there  is  more  or  lefs  fwel- 
3ing  and  difiortion  of  the  features,  fome- 
times  attended  with  difcolouring.  In  ge- 
neral, bathing  the  parts  with  lukewarm 
milk  and  water,  or  with  a  weak  folution 
of  faccharum.  Saturni,  or  fpiritus  Mindereri, 
will  remove  this  complaint  in  a  few  days. 

If  the  head  has  refted  on  one  particular 
fpot  for  any  length  of  time,  a  fmall  tu- 
mour is  fometimes  formed  there,  which 
terminates  in  fuppuration.  As  foon  as  it 
feems  to  point  this  way,  every  thing  tend- 
ing to  bring  it  foon  forward  ought  to  be 
employed,  left  the  matter  being  confined 
for  any  length  of  time,^  mould  affecl:  the 
adjacent  bones  of  the  fcull.- 

Where  the  breech  prefents,  there  is  a 
danger  in  frequent  examination  equal  to 
what  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe  where  the 
face  comes  firft  :  For,  in  this  laft  cafe,  the 
parts  of  generation  of  the  child,  in  confe- 
quence,  will  be  found  fwelled  and  inflamed 
at    delivery ;    which  fymptoms,  however, 

commonly 
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commonly  go  off  in  a  day  or  two,  or  may 
be  treated  as  above.  But  the  inflammation 
and  fwelling  may  be  increafed  very  much 
by  the  erroneous  examination  of  the  ope- 
rator, in  fo  far  as  even  to  bring  on  a  mor- 
tification of  the  parts  *. 

In  preternatural  labours,  the  precautions 
formerly  given,  of  humouring  the  different 
joints  of  the  body  when  the  child  is  to  be 
turned,  and  the  limbs  brought  down,  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  prevent  any  difloca- 
tion  or  fracture  of  the  bones  taking  place; 
vet  accidents  of  this  kind  may,  even  in  the 
hands  of  the  mod  cautious,  occur.  With 
refpect  to  diflocations,  I  do  not  imagine, 
from  the  ftrength  of  the  ligaments  fur- 
rounding  the  joints,  that  thefe  can  take 
place ;  and,  as  the  bones  of  children  are 
very  tender,  it  is  natural  to  think  that  they 
will  be  found  in  cafes  where- improper  force 
has  been  ufed,  oftener  broke  than  difloca- 
ted.     But  what  I  imagine  may  take  place 

fully 

j 

*. Appendix,  Cafe  28. 
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fully  as  foon,  if  not  fooner  than  either,  is 
the  feparation  of  the  epiphysis  from  the 
end  of  the  bone.  When  any  fuch  misfor- 
tune happens,  there  is  this  comfort,  that, 
though  the  bones  of  children  are  very  ten- 
der, and  eafily  give  way,  yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  unite  much  fooner  than  thofe  of 
adults.  Whenever,  then,  this  is  obferved, 
the  bone  ought  to  be  put  into  its  natural 
pofition,  and  retained  there  by  proper  ban- 
dages. 

The  bones  of  the  fuperior  extremities 
are  eafier  united  than  thofe  of  the  inferior, 
as  they  can  be  kept  in  •  their  proper  pofi- 
tion, and  are  not  fo  frequently  fhifted  as 
the  lower,  which  muft  often  be  undone  in 
the  couife  of  the  day,  for  the  purpofe  of 
laying  the  child  clean  and  dry. 

The  child  fometimes  is  born  to  all  ap- 
pearance dead;  every  mean,  however,  ought 
to  be  employed  to  ftimulate  and  roufe  any 
fparks  of  life  which  may  yet  remain.  For 
this  purpofe,  rubbing  the  body  before  a 
fire  with  fpirits  has  been  recommended,  and 

employed 
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employ ed  fuccefsfully  ;  the  warm  bath  has 
likewife  been  found  ufeful.  We  are  ad- 
vifed  by  many  to  endeavour  to  inflate  the 
lungs,  by  blowing  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  while  the  nofe  has  been  held  fhut : 
This  has  been  improved  upon  lately,  by 
recommending  the  air  to  be  introduced 
through  a  curved  tube  paffed  into  one  of 
the  noftrils,  while  the  mouth  was  fecured. 
Either  of  thefe  require  to  be  very  cautioufly 
performed,  left,  in  place  of  fucceeding,  we 
impede  what  we  anxioufly  wifh  to  effec- 
tuate. The  methods  recommended  in  the 
different  memorials  publifhed  for  the  reco- 
very of  drowned  or  ftrangled  perfons,  may 
here,  with  great  advantage,  be  ufed,  parti- 
cularly the  injecting  tobacco  fmoke  into 
the  anus  *.  Thefe  ought  to  be  perfifted  in 
as  long  as  there  is  any  degree  of  heat  or 
pulfation  to  be  found  in  the  wrifts  or  heart, 
or  any  figns  of  life  ;  but  if,  immediately 
upon  the  birth  of  the  child,  the  umbilical 
cord  appears  putrid,  if  the  parts  of  genera- 

X  x        i  tion 

*  See  Doctor  Cullen's  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Police 
on  this  fubjecu. 
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tion  are  livid,  though  the  child  was  pre- 
ferring in  a  proper  direction,  but  particu- 
larly when  the  epidermis  eafily  fepa rates 
from  the  true  fkin,  all  attempts  to  reftore 
the  child  are  vain. 

Children,  in  confequence  of  a  long  con- 
tinued preffure  upon  the  brain,  are  ibme- 
times  feized,  foon  after  birth,  with  convul- 
five  fits.  If  thefe  come  on  before  the  um- 
bilical cord  is  tied,  it  would  be  proper  to 
cut  it,  and  allow  a  quantity  of  blood  to 
flow  off  proportioned  to  the  violence  of 
the  attack,  and  the  apparent  ftrength  of  the 
child.  If  the  cord  is  already  tied  and  cut, 
or  if  the  circulation  has  taken  a  different 
channel,  which  it  foon  does  after  birth, 
blood  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  jugular 
vein  by  the  lancet,  or  leeches  applied  to 
the  neck.  Blifters  will  be  found  produc- 
tive of  the  happieft  effects,  and  ought  not 
only  once  to  be  applied,  but,  fometimes, 
fhould  even  be  repeated.  If  this  diforder 
does  not  yield  quickly,  it  is  commonly 
found  to  prove  fatal  in  a  very  fhort  time. 
Convulfion  fits  attacking  children  thus  ear- 


OF  MIDWIFERY.        347 

ly,  even  fuppofing  they  mould  get  rid  of 
them  for  a  time,  it  is  but  too  often  the  cafe 
that  the  patient  is  ever  after  afflicted  with 
thern  during  life. 

Children  are  fometimes  born  with  ob- 
ftru&ions  of  the  natural  paffages. 

The  anus  has  been  found  clofed  with  a 
membrane.  The  want  of  the  ufual  eva- 
cuations by  ftool,  and  the  pain  teftified  by 
the  crying  of  the  child,  mark  out  this ; 
and,  upon  examining  the  parts,  if  the  ob- 
ftrudHng  membrane  is  thin,  a  dark* colour- 
ed tumour,  occafioned  by  the  mining 
through  of  the  meconium,  will  point  out 
the  place  where  the  opening  ought  to 
be  made.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  a  firnple  in- 
cifion  will  relieve  the  patient,  remember- 
ing to  keep  the  wround  open  by  means 
of  tents,  to  prevent  the  edges  coalefcing 
again. 

The  opening  of  the  point  of  the  penis 
in  boys,  and  the  opening  of  the  urethra  in 
girls,  may  be  obftructed  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  free  paflage  of  the  urine.  This  is  of- 
ten 
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ten  cccafioned  by  that  tenacious  mucus, 
which,  as  already  obferved,  encrufts  the  bo- 
dies of  fome  children  before  birth.  Where 
this  is  the  only  obftacle,  warning  with  luke- 
warm milk  and  water,  or  foap  and  water, 
will  be  found  fufficient  to  remove  the  dis- 
order. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  it  is  occafioned 
by  a  bad  conformation  of  the  parts,  a  chi- 
rurgical  operation  will  be  necffeary.  But, 
as  the  varieties  of  fuch  lufus  naturae  are  nu- 
merous, it  is  imppffible,  as  in  many  other 
cafes  already  mentioned,  to  lay  down  any 
fixed  rule  by  which  an  operator  is  to  con- 
duel:  himfelf. 

The  vagina,  in  female  children,  is  Some- 
times found  Shut  up  in  confequence  of  the 
hymen  being  imperforated.  Though  no 
operation  could  here,  with  propriety,  be 
performed  on  the  new  born  child,  yet  it  is 
extremely  proper,  if  this  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  to  make  the  parents  acquainted  of 
this  circumftance,  fo  that,  as  foon  as  the 
child  Shall  arrive  to  Such  a  period  of  life  as 

gives 
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gives  hopes  of  an  operation  being  fuccefs- 
fully  performed,  but  before  the  girl  is  fo 
far  advanced  as  to  render  the  expofure  of 
her  perfon  too  {hocking  to  her  delicacy,  it 
ought  to  be  done.  Should  this  be  un- 
luckily neglected,  the  misfortune  does  not 
appear  till  me  arrives  at  that  period  of  life 
when  the  menftrual  difcharge  ought  to 
flow ;  and  there  are  inftances  *  where,  in 
confequence  of  this  preternatural  obftruc- 
tion,  an  accumulation  of  the  blood  which 
ought  to  have  been  monthly  excreted,  takes 
place  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  and  vagi- 
na, and  which,  in  feme  girls,  was  found  to 
increafe  the  fize  of  the  patient's  abdomen, 
when  modefty  had  prevented  them  from 
applying  for  anrrlance,  in  fo  far  as  to  equal 
the  bulk  of  a  woman  at  her  full  time.  By 
opening  the  membrane  which  fhuts  up  the 
vagina,  a  confiderable  difcharge  takes  place, 
the  tumour  fubfides,  but  not  before  there 

i 

is  evacuated  what  ought  to  have  been  pe- 
riodically 

*  See  Medical  Commentaries,  vol.  2.  page  187.  &c, 
and  vol  3.  page  194. 
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riodically  Fecreted  for  the  fpace  of  feveral 
months,  and  even  years  y  all  which  confe- 
quences  might  have  been  obviated,  had  a 
proper  examination  of  the  body  of  the  girl 
been  attended  to  immediately  after  birth, 
and  the  operation  performed  when  fhe  was 
about  feven  or  eight  years  of  age. 

Children  are  fometimes  born  labouring 
under  what  is  commonly  called  tongue-ty- 
ing. This  is  a  tightnefs  of  the  fraenum  lin- 
guae,  by  which  means  the  tongue  is  tied 
down  and  confined,  fo  as  not  to  allow  the 
child  the  power  of  putting  it  to  the  edge 
of  its  lip  :  The  confequence  arifing  from 
this  deformity  is,  that  the  child  is  incapa- 
citated from  drawing  its  nourifhment  from 
the  breaft,  the  tongue  not  being  able  to  ply 
itfelf  properly  round  the  nipple. 

That  this  frequently  happens  is  very  cer- 
tain ;  but  that  it  does  not  happen  half  fo  often 
as  is  by  fome  alledged  is  as  certain.  There  are 
many  children,  who,  through  weaknefs,  per- 
haps, by  being  born  before  the  time,  have 
not  fufEcient  ftrength  in  their  jaws  to  draw 

their 
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their  nourishment  from  the  breaft;  and  o- 
thers,  again,  are  deprived  of  it  from  a  natu-* 
ral  fhortnefs  of  the  tongue.  In  thefe  cafes,  it 
furely  would  be  very  ridiculous  to  attempt 
any  operation  with  a  view  of  freeing  it ; 
but,  where  a  cafe  occurs  in  which  the  frae- 
num  approaches  nearer  to  the  point  of  the 
tongue  than  common,  which  is  eafily  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  paffing  the  ringer  under  it; 
in  this  cafe,  by  raifing  the  tongue  with  the 
fore  and  mid  fingers  of  one  hand,  the  frae- 
num  will  be  put  upon  the  ftretch,  and  may 
then  be  divided  by  the  points  of  a  fine  pair 
of  fciffars.  A  little  loaf  fugar,  in  powder, 
put  into  the  child's  mouth,  will  be  fufficient 
to  check  any  bleeding  which  may  enfue  ; 
for  it  can  only  be  in  confequence  of  rafh- 
nefs  that  any  of  the  fublingual  veffels  are 
wounded.  There  are  fome  few  cafes  men- 
tioned by  authors,  where  the  tongue  has 
been -found  firmly  attached  round  to  the 
infide  of  the  lower  jaw  :  Here  a  very  nice 
piece  of  diflection  muft  be  employed,  in 
order  to  feparate  the  one  from  the  other ; 

but, 


352  A      SYSTEM 

but,  at  the  beft,  this  mud  be  a  very  preca- 
rious operation  with  refpecl:  to  fuccefs. 

Children  are  fometimes  born  with  a  de- 
formity, which,  in  confequence  of  a  fup- 
pofed  refemblance,  is  commonly  called  the 
hare^lip.  This,  like  every  other  blemifh, 
has  been  regularly  attributed  to  the  force 
of  the  imagination  of  the  mother.  It  is 
needlefs  to  repeat  any  of  the  arguments 
already  given  *,  with  a  view  of  refuting 
this  opinion,  except  only  obferving,  that, 
where  the  bad  conformation  extends,  as  it 
often  does,  to  the  palate  and  fauces,  it  fure- 
ly  can  never  be  afferted  that  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  mother  could  poflibly  create 
deformities  in  her  offspring,  which  fhe  ne- 
ver had  an  opportunity  of  feeing.  This 
muft  appear  very  ftrong  in  two  cafes  of 
double  hare-lips  which  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  feeing  ;  one,  in  particular,  with  a 
furgeon  of  this  place,  where  I  was  particu- 
larly confulted,  and  another  cafe  "f,  exactly 

fimilar 

*  See  page  133. 

f  Appendix,  Cafe  52. 
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fimilar  in  every  refpect  to  the  former,  I 
had  occafion  to  fee  in  fummer  1782,  and 
again  this  laft  feafon,  the  child  being  car- 
ried about  by  its  grandmother,  who  is  a 
beggar. 

The  method  of  cure,  in  the  fingle  hair- 
lip,  is  by  pairing  the  edges  of  the  oppoiite 
fides  of  the  morbid  opening,  bringing  them 
together,  and  retaining  them  by  means  of 
the  twilled  future  till  they  unite. 

As  to  the  double  hare^lip,  the  cafe  men- 
tioned above  will  give  as  good  an  idea  of 
the  treatment  requifite  as  any  other  defcrip- 
tion  whatever. 

Children  are  born  fometimes  with  rup- 
tures of  different  kinds;  in  fome  at  the  um- 
bilicus, in  others  in  the  groin.  Thefe  ought 
to  be  gently  reduced,  the  child's  belly  being 
kept  rather  open,  and  a  gentle  compreflion 
on  the  part,  efpecially  if  the  child  is  fret- 
ful, and  cries  much,  is  abfolutely  necelTary. 
But  there  is  one  circumftance  which  re- 
quires particular  notice,  which  is,  that,  in 
boys5  the  tefticles  are  lodged  within  the 

Y  y  cavity 
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cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  continue  there 
till  a  fhort  time  before  birth,  when  they 
defcend  through  the  rings  of  the  abdomi- 
nal mufcles,  carrying  a  procefs  of  the  peri- 
tonaeum along  with  them  into  the  fcrotum, 
which  conftitutes  one  of  the  coats  of  each 
teflicle. 

Though,  in  general,  they  come  down, 
as  was  juft  now  obferved,  before  birth, 
there  are  cafes  where  children  have  been 
born  with  one,  or  both,  ftill  in  the  abdo- 
men :  Thefe  gradually  begin  to  appear,  in 
their  paffage  down,  like  fmall  tumours, 
which  very  much  refemble  an  incipient 
hernia,  and,  confequently,  has  led  feverals 
into  a  miftake  which  might  have  proved 
of  very  ferious  confequence  *,  had  it  not 

been 

*  I  was  once  called  in  to  fee  a  child  of  about  two 
days  old,  which  feemed  to  be  in  very  great  pain.  The 
midwife  told  me  he  was  threatened  with  a  rupture ;  to 
prevent  which  coming  down,  in  confequence  of  his  cry- 
ing, (he  had  applied  a  comprefs  and  bandage  very  tight. 

Upon  examining  the  child,  I  found  a  fwelling  in  each 
groin,  but  no  tefticles  in  the  fcrotum.  The  bandages 
Were  immediately  removed,  the  child  gave  over  crying, 
and  the  tefticles  came  down  in  two  days  more. 
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been  timeoufly  rectified.  Wherever,  then, 
in  a  boy,  any  appearance  of  a  rupture  de- 
fending towards  the  fcrotum  occurs,  a  care- 
ful examination  fhould  be  made  whether 
or  not  both  tefticles  are  come  down  ; 
if  they  are,  the  rupture  is  to  be  reduced, 
and  fupported  by  fuch  applications  as  may 
be  judged  moft  proper;  but,  if  the  fcrotum 
is  empty,  or  if  there  is  only  one  tefticle 
come  down,  no  application  to  prevent  their 
defcent  ought  to  be  employed ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  every  thing  tending  to  relax  the 
parts,  and  promote  their  eafy  pafTage  down- 
wards, ought  to  be  applied,  as  a  contrary 
management  might  naturally  deftroy  the 
texture  of  the  tefticles,  and,  confequently, 
caftrate  the  child.  After  they  have  got  in- 
to the  fcrotum,  a  moderate  degree  of  pref- 
fure  may  be  made  upon  the  ring  of  the 
mufcles,  to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  in- 
teftines  following  the  tefticle  down. 

Spina 


356         A      SYSTEM 


Spina  Bifida. 

We  fometimes  obfer\Te,  in  new  born 
children,  a  fwelling,  in  fome  larger,  in  o- 
thers  fmaller,  upon  the  fpine,  immediately 
about  the  lower  vertebrae  of  the  loins,  and 
upper  parts  of  the  facrum  :  This,  at  firft,  is 
of  a  dark  blue  colour  ;  but,  in  proportion  as 
it  increafes  in  fize,  approaches  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  becoming 
perfe&ly  diaphanous.  From  the  furface 
of  this  tumour  a  pellucid  watery  fluid  ex- 
udes. It  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  dif- 
ferent authors  *.  This  is  called  the  fpina 
bifida^  and  feems  to  be  a  concomitant  with 
the  dropfy  of  the  brain.  It  is  always  at- 
tended with  a  weaknefs,  or,  moire  properly 
{peaking,  a  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties.   .  The  opening  of  it  rafhly  has  proved 

quickly 

*  See  Forefli  Obferv.  Ch'.r.  L.  3.  Obf.  7.  Shenckn 
Cbferv.  Med.  L.  5.  pag.  662.  Tulpli  Obferv.  Med. 
%"  $'  c-  29-  30.  Acre!,  In  Vet.  Ac.  Handl.  174$. 
pag.  290. ;  an4  table  26.  of  this  Syftem. 
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quickly  fatal  to  the  child.  Tulpius,  there- 
fore, ftrongly  difluades  us  from  attempt- 
ing this  operation.  Acrel  mentions  a  cafe 
where  a  nurfe  rafhly  opened  a  tumour, 
which,  as  fhe  defcribed  it,  was  a  blood  bag 
on  the  back  of  a  child,  at  the  time  of  its 
birth,  in  bignefs  equal  to  a  hen's  egg,  in 
two  hours  after  which  the  child  died.  From 
the  difTe&ion  it  appeared,  that  the  bladder 
lay  in  the  middle  of  the  os  facrum,  and 
confifted  of  a  coat,  and  fmooth  ftrong  mem- 
brane, which  proceeded  from  a  long  fiffure 
of  the  bones.  The  extremity  of  the  fpinal 
marrow  lay  bare,  and  the  fpinal  duel:,  in 
the  os  facrum,  was  uncommonly  wide,  and 
diftended  by  the  prefTure  of  the  waters. 
Upon  tracing  it  to  the  head,  the  brain  was 
found  nearly  in  its  natural  ftate,  but  the 
ventricles  contained  fo  much  water  that 
the  infundibulum  was  quite  diftended  with 
it,  and  the  paiTage  between  the  third  and 
fourth  ventricle  was  greatly  enlarged. 

He  likewife  takes  notice  of  another  cafe, 
where  a  child  lived  about  eight  years  la- 
bouring 


g 
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bouring  under  this  complaint,  during  which 
time  it  feemed  to  enjoy  tolerable  health, 
though  pale.  Nothing  feemed  amifs  in 
him,  but  fuch  a  degree  of  debility  as  ren- 
dered him  incapable  to  ftand  on  his  legs. 
The  tumour,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  os  facrum,  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  man's  fift,  with  little  difcolouring;  and 
upon  prefling  it  became  lefs.  When  open- 
ed, it  was  found  full  of  water,  and  the  coats 
were  the  fame  as  in  the  former,  but  the  fe»- 
paration  of  the  bones  was  very  inconfide- 
rable.  The  fpinal  marrow,  under  the  tumour, 
was  as  fmall  as  a  pack  thread,  and  rigid ;  but 
there  were  no  morbid  appearances  in  the 
brain. 

He  obferves,  that  the  general  opinion  is, 
that  this  cafe  is  incurable,  and  ought  there- 
fore to  be  left  entirely  to  Nature  ;  becaufe, 
they  fay,  that,  as  foon  as  this  tumour  is 
opened,  either  by  means  of  platters,  or  the 
ufe  of  the  lancet,  the  child  dies,  or,  at  leaft, 
does  not  furvive  a  year  or  fifteen  months. 
But,  from  the  fecond  cafe,  he  thinks  this 

conelufion 


OF   MIDWIFERY. 


359 


conclufion  is  invalidated  ;  and  was  confirm- 
ed in  his  opinion  by  an  obfervation  com- 
municated to  him,  where  a  young  woman, 
being  born  with  this  diforder,  was  afflicted 
with  a  paralyfis  of  the  mufcles  of  the  blad- 
der and  rectum,  while  the  lower  extremi- 
ties feemed  found  both  as  to  feeling  and 
motion.  This  cafe  was  fent  him  wrhen  the 
girl  was  17  years  of  age  ;  and,  from  com- 
paring thefe  cafes  together,  he  draws  the 
following  conclufion  :  That  the  difeafe  is 
not  incurable,  for  the  following  reafons  : 
That  the  divifion  of  the  fpine,  when  over 
the  os  factum,  is  not  a  vitium  conformationis 
as  long  as  this  bone  is  open;  but  he  is  of  a 
different  opinion  when  it  falls  upon  any  of 
the  vertebrae,  which  he  confiders  as  very 
rare  ;  though  there  are  cafes  particularly 
mentioned  *,  which  prove  that  this  occurs 
more  frequently  than  M.  Acrel  allows. 

His  next  obfervation  is,  that  this  difor- 
der  proceeds  from  a  dropfy  in  the  head, 

and 

*  See  Andreas  Murray,  M.  D.   Spinae  Bifidae,  ex 
mala  Offium  Conformatione  ;  Gotting.  1779* 
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and  not  a  dropfy  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  or 
fpine,  proceeding  from  a  folution  of  the 
medulla  fpinalis  f . 

That  it  is  fimilar  to  the  watery  collec- 
tions on  the  head,  which  fome  children  are 
born  with,  and  which,  if  it  makes  its  way 
within  the  feull?  foon  reaches  the  fpine. 

That  the  fpinal  marrow,  though  often 
foftened,  is  not  diffolved,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  fometimes  (as  appears  from  the 
fecond  cafe  he  gives)  rendered  more  folid 
than  ufual. 

That  thefe  fwellings,  either  upon  the 
fpine  or  head,  cannot  fafely  be  opened,  at 
lcaft  whilft  the  children  are  tender,  as  o- 
pening  them  commonly  proves  fatal. 

His  advice,  with  refpecl:  to  the  method 
of  cure,  is  to  drain  the  water  from  the 
head,  as  much  as  poffible,  by  means  of  in- 
ternal medicines.  His  external  applica- 
tions are  difcutients  and  aftringents  till  the 
Ikin  grows  firm,  avoiding,  particularly,  all 

adhefive 

*  See  Ruyfch.  Obf.  34.  Plattner  Inft.  Chir.  rat, 
§  747- 
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adhefive  applications,  fuch  as  plafters,  &c. 
whereby  the  tumour  might  be  brought  to 
an  ulcerated  ftate,  which  generally  termi- 
nates in  death  *. 

Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  a  gentle 
preflure,  as  he  alledges,  gradually  increafed 
with  proper  bandages,  neceflarily  caufes 
the  water  to  pafs  from  the  bag  into  the 
fpinal  canal,  and  gives  the  bag  room  to 
contract  itfelf,  and  the  opening  in  the 
bones  time  to  clofe  again. 

How  far  this  preflure,  which  he  ftrongly 
recommends,  could  be  advantageoufly  ufed 
or  not,  is,  with  me,  a  matter  of  very  great 
doubt5as5unlefs(in  confequence  of  medicines 
being  applied)  a  confiderable  diminution  of 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  bag  had  taken 
place,  it  is  but  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the 
water  forced  from  the  bag  upwards,  thro' 
the  fpine,  may,  by  its  preflure  upon  the 
brain,  produce  the  moll  fatal  effects. 

He  confiders,  that,  if  the  water  does  not 
remain  fo  long  as   to  diflblve  the  fpinal 

Z  z.  marrow, 

*  Appendix,  No.  53, 
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marrow,  there  is  ftill  a  poffibility  of  the 
cure  upon  the  fame  principles.  But  in 
cafes  where  the  child's  head  is  diftended 
with  water,  he  confiders  this  experiment 
as  needlefs  to  be  tried. 

Every  rational  attempt  ought  certainly 
to  be  made  here,  as,  for  the  moft  part,  the 
cafe  proves  foon  fatal ;  and,  confequently, 
defperate  remedies  *,  as  in  other  defperate 
difeafes,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  called  in- 
to our  affiftance.  It  will  produce  a  happy 
feeling  in  the  breaft  of  any  one  who  could 
point  out  a  method  to  evade  the  fatal  ef- 
fects of  a  difeafe  hitherto  confidered  as  in- 
curable. 

The  Gum. 

Children,  foon  after  birth,  are  fubjecl 
to  a  difeafe  which  is  ufually  called  by  this 
name.  It  is  divided  into  two  kinds,  the 
red  and  the  yellow.     The  firft  is  attended 

with 

*  See  Hlppoc.  Aphor.  6.  §  1. 
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with-  an  eruption  of  fmall  red  pimples, 
which  feems  to  arife  from  the  coftivenefs 
of  the  child,  or  from  its  being  kept  over 
warm.  The  mother's  milk,  or  that  of  the 
nurfe,  will  often  be  found  the  beft  purga- 
tive ;  but,  if  the  milk  has  loll  its  purgative 
quality,  it  may  be  in  part  reftored  by  gi- 
ving the  nurfe  fmall  dofes  of  gentle  laxa- 
tives, or,  if  thefe  do  not  anfwer,  a  little 
manna  and  rhubarb  may  be  given  to  the 
child. 

An  infufion  of  rhubarb,  to  which,  when 
{trained,  a  little  fimple  cinnamon  water  and 
fugar  was  added,  or  fometimes  a  little  mag- 
neria,  has  been  found  to  be  one  of  the  ea- 
fieft  medicines  given  to  children  about  this 
age,  and  for  this  purpofe. 

The  yellow  gum  is  very  properly  ftiled 
the  ifferus  infantum  ^  as  it  is  certainly  a  fpe- 
cies  of  jaundice.  It  is  known  by  the  yel- 
low colour  of  the  {bin,  and  a  conftant 
fleepinefs.  This  diforder  may  likewife  be 
increafed  by  coftivenefs  :  The  meconium 
continuing  to  line  the  inteftinal  canal  muft 

neceifarily 
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neceffarily  prevent  the  bile,  now  fecreted 
in  larger  quantities  than  before  birth,  in  paf- 
fing  freely  through  the  biliary  du&s,  into 
the  interlines.  The  fame  methods  former- 
ly recommended  for  keeping  the  child's 
belly  open  are  neceffary  here ;  befides  which, 
we  may,  with  advantage,  give  gentle  eme- 
tics to  clean  the  ftomach  before  the  laxa- 
tives are  employed.  Where  this  difeafe 
proves  violent,  it  is  apt  to  bring  on  watery 
ftools,  a  circumftance  which  fometimes 
proves  fatal.  Here  the  ufe  of  magnefia 
alba,  conjoined  with  rhubarb,  is  particular- 
ly neceffary,  and  is  generally  given  with 
advantage. 


The  Aphthae. 

The  aphthae,  or  thrufh,  is  a  difeafe  very 
frequently  occurring  among  children  foon 
after  birth.  This  •  diforder  appears  like 
fmall  round  white  fpots,  refembling  coa- 
gulated milk,  which  being  miftaken,  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  has  fometimes  been  too  long  over- 
looked. Thefe  fpots  affecl:  the  tongue,  in- 
fide  of  the  lips,  and  corners  of  the  mouth, 
each  fpot  covering  a  fmall  ulcer.  Though 
we  firft  difcover  them  in  the  mouth,  yet, 
as  it  is  a  general  opinion  that  this  difeafe 
proceeds  from  acidities  in  the  ftomach  and 
primae  viae,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
the  diforder  begins  in  the  ftomach,  and 
from  thence  is  communicated  to  the  throat 
and  mouth;  and  that  it  even  runs  down 
through  the  whole  inteftinal  canal,  fo  as  to 
appear  vifibly  around  the  verge  of  the 
anus.  This  diforder  is  fometimes  attended 
with  watery,  and  in  other  cafes  with  loofe 
green  ftools. 

Though  this  difeafe  was  faid  to  confifl 
of  white  fpots,  yet  its  appearance  varies, 
their  colour  being  fometimes  yellow,  taw- 
ny, livid,  and  even  at  times  approaching  to 
black.  The  whiter  and  diftincler  the  fpots 
are,  the  milder  the  difeafe ;  but  the  multi- 
plicity of  the  fpots,  and  their  running  to- 
gether, marks  a  feverer  attack  of  the  difor- 
der, 
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der,  more  efpecially  if  they  are  of  a  dufky 
deep  colour. 

Children  often,  in  confequence  of  this 
forenefs  of  their  mouths,  are  rendered  in- 
capable of  fucking;  and  fometimes,  from 
the  rubbing  off  of  the  fpots  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  fpoon,  they  will  bleed  fevere- 
ly.  There  is  a  general  inflammation  in  the 
parts  affected,  as  is  vifible  by  examining 
the  interftices  between  the  fpots.  One  fet 
of  fpots  fometimes  difappear,  but  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  fecond,  which  is  commonly 
more  fevere  than  the  firft;  but  this  is  prin- 
cipally owing  to  an  erroneous  practice  of 
fome  people,  who,  under  the  pretence  of 
getting  healing  medicines  directly  applied 
to  the  part  affe&ed,  rub  off,  with  a  bit  of 
rag  dipped  in  wine,  the  fpots  before  they 
are  ripe. 

The  method  of  treatment  ought  to  be, 
to  ftrike  at  once  at  the  root  of  the  difeafe, 
by  correcting  the  acid  which  predominates 
fo  much  in  the  bowels.  This  may  be  done 
by  repeated  dofes  of  the  abforbent  tefta- 

ceous 
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ceous  powders,  or  the  life  of  the  magnefia 
alba,  which  I  would  rather  prefer.  This 
may  be  mixed  with  rhubarb,  and  given  fo 
as  to  keep  the  belly  moderately  open, 
taking  care,  however,  that  too  great  a 
loofenefs  is  not  brought  on.  If  the  child 
fhows  figns  of  much  pain,  or  is  attacked 
with  green  or  watery  gripes,  an  opiate 
may  prudently  be  given  with  advantage. 
Gentle  vomits  are  fometimes  found  fer- 
viceable. 

With  refpect  to  the  mouth,  if  the  difeafe 
is  very  mild,  it  will  foon  yield,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  give  little  or  no  interruption  to 
the  nurfing,  and,  confequently,  will  fcarce- 
Jy  require  any  immediate  application  to  the 
parts,  except  a  little  fig  tea,  or  water  mixed 
with  melrofe.  When  the  fpots  begin  to 
be  ripe,  and  ready  to  fall  off,  they  gradu- 
ally change  their  colour.  Here  the  mel- 
rofe, or  the  tinftura  rofarum,  acidulated, 
will  be  proper ;  a  little  of  which  is  to  be 
introduced  from  time  to  time  into  the; 
child's  mouth. 

But, 
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But,  if  the  puftules  have,  from  the  be- 
ginning, been  dark  coloured,  or  livid,  or  if, 
though  white  at  firft,  they  inftantly  mould 
change  their  hue,  and  the  intervals  between 
them  mould  be  purplifh,  the  greateft  dan- 
ger is  to  be  dreaded,  as  thefe  figns  general- 
ly are  the  forerunners  of  mortification. 
Here  the  cortex  Peruvianus  ought  to  be 
given  either  in  deco&ion  or  infufion,  and 
a  little  red  wine  and  water,  fweetened  with 
fugar,  given  frequently.  But,  as  we  can- 
not get  a  fufncient  quantity  of  the  bark 
given  children  by  the  mouth,  I  mould 
tkink  it  advifeable  to  try  to  throw  in  an 
infufion  of  it  by  way  of  glyfter. 

Blifters  are  abfolutely  necefTary. 

As  this  complaint  may  arife  from  fome 
fault  in  the  milk,  the  nurfe's  diet  ought 
particularly  to  be  attended  to ;  and  it  is  of- 
ten necefTary  to  change  the  nurfe  entirely. 

This  diforder,  though  principally  con- 
fined to  fucking  children  in  this  country, 
yet  in  other  places,  particularly  in  Holland, 
and  fome   parts   of  Germany,  it  likewife 

affe&s 
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affe&s  adults,  efpecially  when  labouring  un- 
der acute  difeafes,  or  inflammations  in  the 
bowels,  and  proves  often  fatal.  It  is  very 
infectious,  and  is  apt  to  affect  the  nurfe's 
nipples.  They  are  even  liable  to  have  it 
communicated  to  the  mouth  and  throat,  in 
confequence  of  a  practice  they  have  of  put- 
ting the  fpoon  with  which  they  have  been 
feeding  the  child  into  their  own  mouths  *. 


Cholic  Pains 

Are  frequently  met  with  in  children 
upon  the  breaft.  Thefe  are  known  by  the 
gripes  and  vomiting  attending  them,  which 
feem  to  arife  from  the  acidity  in  the  fto- 
mach,  taken  notice  of  on  former  occafions. 
This  diforder  is  likewife  known  by  the 
child's  being  fuddenly  attacked  with  a  fit 
of  crying  in  confequence  of  the  pain;  and 
is  alio  ftrongly  marked  out  by  the  draw- 

A  a  a  ing 

*  Appendix,  Cafe  54. 
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ing  up  its  legs  and  thighs  towards  its  belly 
during  each  fit. 

A  little  warm  brandy  and  water  may  with 
advantage  be  given ;  and  the  acidities  ought  to 
be  corre&ed  by  means  of  the  abforbents  for- 
merly mentioned.  Cloths  wrung  out  of 
warm  water,  and  wrapt  round  the  belly, 
and  lower  parts  of  the  child,  often  give 
great  relief,  though  the  plunging  them  into 
lukewarm  water,  up  to  the  middle,  is  prefe- 
rable. Their  pap  mould  have  a  little  bran- 
dy fubftituted  in  place  of  the  wine  ufually 
put  in,  as  being  lefs  apt  to  four  on  the  fto- 
mach  ;  and  it  may  be  fweetened  with  a 
little  of  the  faccharum  anifatum,  which  of- 
ten gives  confiderable  eafe. 


The  Excoriations 

That  take  place  behind  the  ears,  arm- 
pits, or  other  parts  of  the  body,  evidently 
proceed  from  the  carelefsnefs  and  negli- 
gence of  the  dreffer,  either  in  not  regular- 

ly 
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ly  warning  thefe  parts,  or,  if  they  have 
been  wafhed,  not  properly  drying  them. 
Some  look  upon  the  difcharge  produced, 
particularly  from  the  excoriation  behind 
the  ear,  as  advantageous,  and  rather  advife 
the  encouraging  than  checking  of  it  ;  but 
this  ought  to  be  confidered  as  -a  tale  fabri- 
cated by  the  nurfe  as  an  apology  for  her 
neglect.  The  parts  ought  to  be  wafhed 
with  cold  water,  and  carefully  dried,  and 
then  dreffed,  as  occafion  may  require,  ei- 
ther with  cerate,  or  dufted  with  a  little 
fine  prepared  tutty,  or  calamine  (tone ; 
but  white  lead,  or  the  unguentum  album, 
into  the  compofition  of  one  kind  of  which 
it  enters,  are  now  very  juflly  laid  afide. 

Of  the  Umbilical  Cord. 

If  the  umbilical  cord  fhould  accidentally, 
or  through  inadvertence,  be  rubbed  off  be- 
fore its  time,  and  the  navel  iliould  appear 
raw  and  tender,  a  bit  of  half  burnt  rag, 
moiftened  with  a  little  fweet  oil  or  butter,  to 

prevent 
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prevent  it  from  flicking  in,  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  over  this  a  comprefs  and  bandage 
to  fecure  it.  This  not  only  prevents  the 
clothes  from  fretting  the  part,  but  defends 
it  againft  the  a&ion  of  the  cold  air,  and 
likewife  guards  againft  the  danger  of  a 
rupture  being  formed.  Comprefles,  wet 
with  any  aitringent  fluid,  and  applied  to 
the  parts,  will  be  ferviceable,  by  ftrengthen- 
ing  and  bracing  them :  All  fuch  applica- 
tions fhould  be  perfifted  in  for  fome  time. 
It  often  happens  that  children  are  attack- 
ed with  fwellings,  and  a  turgidnefs  of  the 
mammae )  foon  after  birth.  This  is  not 
confined  to  girls  alone,  but  likewife  affects 
boys,  out  of  whofe  nipples,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  femal  s,  a  watery,  and  fometimes  a  pure 
milky  diicharge,  takes  place.  This,  if  ne- 
glected, or,  if  a  practice  commonly  ufed  is 
too  rafhly  employed,  of  forcing  out  this  fluid 
by  means  of  the  preflure  of  the  finger  and 
thumb  of  the  dreffer,  either  of  thefe  two 
may  produce  inflammations,  and  even  fup- 
purations,  of  the  mammae,  which,  in  chil- 
dren, 


OF     MIDWIFERY.      373 

dren,  are  doubly  tender.  The  beft  method 
of  treating  them,  is  by  relaxing  them  with 
emollient  applications,  and  keeping  the 
child's  belly  moderately  open.  If  very 
turgid,  they  muft  be  drawn,  but  in  the 
gentleft  manner  poffible. 

Of  Dentition. 

The  caufe  of  pain  in  dentition  feems  to 
ariie  from  the  preffure  upon  the  fockets  of 
the  teeth,  in  proportion  as  they  increafe  in 
fize,  attended  with  a  decay  of  that  part  of 
the  gum  and  focket  that  immediately  covers 
each  tooth. 

Some  children  get  their  teeth  much  eafier 
than  others.  The  time  when  this  takes  place 
varies  confiderabiy  j  but  the  teeth  are  ufually 
cut  in  the  following  order:  The  incifores 
firft,  and  then,  moft  commonly,  the  firft  of 
the  molares  are  difcovered,  after  which  the 
cufpidati  appear  *.  The  firft  teeth,  20  in 
number,  are  called  fhedding  teeth,  becaufe 

they 

*  See  Mr  John  Hunter's  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Hu= 
jnan  Teeth,  part  i.  page  78. 


374         A     S   Y  S   T   E   M 

they  are  forced  off,  and  fucceeded  by  a  fe- 
ccnd  fet,  which  are  more  permanent ;  this 
change  takes  place  between  the  7th  and  14th 
year  of  the  child's  age ;  in  fome  fooner,  while 
in  others  later. 

The  fymptoms  of  teething  are  a  fretful 
peevifhnefs  of  the  child,  with  a  confider- 
able  heat  in  the  mouth,  attended  with  fwel- 
ling  of  the  gums,  and  a  degree  of  faliva- 
tion.  Starting  through  the  fleep,  and  a 
cough,  generally  attend.  Where  the  child 
is  not  attacked  with  coftivenefs,  the  cafe  is 
lefs  dangerous,  but  more  fo  where,  along 
with  coftivenefs,  the  fever  runs  high,  or  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  child  mould  be 
feized  with  a  violent  diarrhoea,  and  foetid 
crude  fcools,  here  it  commonly  proves  fa- 
tal, particularly  if  the  child  falls  into  con- 
vulfions.  Tender  eyes  are  almoft  always 
a  concomitant  fymptom  of  teething. 

The  method  of  treatment  which  will  be 
found  to  anfwer  belt,  is  to  attend  firft  to 
the  ftate  of  the  belly,  fo  as  to  prevent  it 
from  running  to  either  extreme.     If  the 

child 
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child  is  feverifh,  blood  may  be  let  from  the- 
ankle  by  means  of  leeches.  This  I  prefer 
to  the  opening  of  the  jugular  vein,  or  ap- 
plying the  leeches  to  the  nap  of  the  neck, 
on  account  of  the  very  great  difficulty  of- 
ten feen  in  ftemming  either  of  the  two  larr, 
which  is  obviated  by  choicing  the  ankle, 
or  broad  of  the  foot,  for  their  application. 

Scarifying  the  gums,  with  a  view  of  re- 
moving the  pain,  and  accelerating  the  pro- 
grefs  of  dentition,  is  much  recommended  by- 
Mr  John  Hunter  *;  This  ought  to  be  tried 
where  the  fymptoms  run  high,  and  where 
no  other  caufe  can  be  affigned  for  them  but 
the  irritation  occafioned  by  the  tooth  pier- 
cing the  gum.  This  ought  to  be  done  by 
a  Ikilful  hand,  and  fharp  lancet,  or,  what 
is  better,  the  curved  fcarifkator. 

The  nurfe's  nails  are  by  no  means  pro- 
per, much  lefs  the  practice  but  too  preva- 
lent, of  the  nurfe  putting  on  a  thimble^ 
and  rubbing  the  child's  gum  with  it,  to  fa- 
cilitate, as  they  pretend,  the  teething.    But, 

independent 

*  See  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Human  Teeth,  part  2. 
page  I2i. 
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independent  of  the  roughnefs  of  this  mode, 
there  is  another  rift,  which  is,  left  the  child, 
accuftomed  to  fuck,  fhould  draw  it  off  by  the 
action  of  its  tongue,  and,  perhaps,  be  thereby 
fufTocated,  It  is  very  common  to  give  chil- 
dren what  is  called  a  gum-Jlick  in  their  hand, 
as  they  carry  every  thing  they  lay  hold  of 
directly  to  their  mouth;  for  which  reafon, 
a  bit  of  wax  candle,  or  what  is  preferable, 
a  bit  of  liquorice  root,  fhould  be  tied  to  a 
knitting,  and  given  them  frequently,  to 
employ  themfelves  with  in  rubbing  their 
gums.  I  have  fometimes  found,  that, 
where  the  child  had  a  tendency  to  coftive- 
nefs,  the  ufe  of  the  liquorice  feemed  to 
counteract  it. 

Where  children  are  feized  with  convul- 
fions  during  teething,  a  blifter  ought  to  be 
applied  between  the  fhoulders,  the  feet 
bathed  in  lukewarm  milk  and  water,  and 
cataplafiiis  applied  to  their  foles. 

Children  are  often  brought  very  low  in 
confequenee  of  dentition;  but,  except  the 
directions  above  mentioned,  joined  to  pro- 
per 
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per  nurfing  and  diet,  there  is  little  elfe  to 
be  done  in  that  early  period  of  life. 

During  the  time  that  children  are  up- 
on the  breaft,  they  are  rocked  in  a  cradle 
through  the  day,  a  practice  very  univerfal 
in  this  country,  though  certainly  one  that 
cannot  be  altogether  approved  of,  efpeciaU 
ly  when  we  confider  the  manner  that  nur- 
fes  very  often  take  to  lull  the  child  afleep, 
which  is,  by  giving  it  the  breaft  almoft  to 
a  furfeit ;  they  then  put  it  into  the  cradle, 
where  it  is  rocked  till  fqueamifhnefs,  and 
a  fit  of  vomiting,  come  on  ;  and  it  is^  be- 
fides,  beginning  a  bad  pracliee,  not  eafily 
got  rid  of.  In  place  of  confining  the  child 
to  the  cradle,  and  forcing  it,  almoft  in  fpite 
of  Nature,  to  fleep*  it  ought  rather  to  be 
kept  awake,  and  carried  as  much  into  the 
open  air  as  the  feafon  of  the  year,  age,  and 
ftrength  of  the  child  will  permit.  This 
will  bring  it  to  deep  without  the  aid  and 
afliftance  of  the  cradle. 

The   great   pleafure    children    teftify  at 
being  freed  from  all  the  incumbrances  of 

B  b  b  clothes* 
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clothes,  which  they  fhow  by  laughing,  and 
the  joy  they  have  in  exerting  the  motion  of 
all  their  limbs,  points  out  a  method  of  treat- 
ment which  bids  fair  to  be  ferviceable  to 
them.  This  is  the  allowing  them  to  lie  for 
fome  time,  free  from  all  the  fhackles  of  drefs, 
upon  the  top  of  the  bed,  morning  and 
evening:  The  advantages  are  too  obvious 
to  need  pointing  out;  that  it  gives  freedom 
for  the  action  of  their  lungs,  and  accuftoms 
them  to  ufe  the  different  mufcles  of  their 
body  with  eafe,  and,  confequently,  im- 
proves their  ftrength,  none  can  deny.  They 
ought  to  be  kept  clean  and  cool,  as  was  be- 
fore mentioned  *. 

Of  the  Croup. 

The  treatment  of  this  diforder  may  appear 
improper  here,  and  may  be  confidered  as  a 
deviation  from  the  plan  at  firft  propofed,  and 
not  coming  properly  within  the  bounds  and 

limits 

*  The  ftrength  of  the  Africans  and  Americans  ferve& 
as  an  unanfwerable  proof  of  this. 
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limits  of  this  Treatife  :  But  thefe  objections 
mull  neceffarily  be  dropt  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  the  difeafe  in  queftion  is  pecu- 
liar to  children,  and  efpecially  in  the  ear- 
lieft  periods  of  life.  This  reafon  will,  I 
hope,  apologife  for  introducing  it  here, 
though  other  difeafes  to  which  infants 
are  liable  are  omitted,  becaufe  they  may 
alfo,  and  as  frequently,  attack  adults. 

Therefore,  the  croup  may  be  defined  to 
6  be,  a  difeafe  wrhich  feems  peculiar  to  young 
c  children,  from  infancy,  until  they  attain 
c  the  years  of  puberty,  or  thereabout,'  I 
had,  however,  one  or  two  inftances  com- 
municated to  me  by  the  late  learned  and 
ingenious  Dr  Robert  Whytt,  where  he  faw 
it  in  people  pretty  far  advanced  in  life ; 
but  thefe  cafes,  he  acknowledged,  wrere  very 
rare. 

It  feems  likewife  peculiar  to  certain  local 
fituations,  being  much  more  frequently  met 
with  in  damp  cold  places,  and  fuch  as  are 
expofed  to  the  fea  air,  than  in  thofe  wThere 
the  air  is  drier,  and  where  they  are  fituated 

at 
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at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  coaft.     Gold 
moift  weather  is  likewife  found  to  produce  it. 

The  patient  is  commonly  firft  attacked 
with  a  flight  feverifh  indifpofition,  attended 
with  heat,  dulnefs,  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing ;  the  pulfe,  at  firft,  is  ftrong,  and  fre- 
quent, fometimes  running,  the  fecond  day 
of  the  difeafe,  as  far  as  170.  The  difficul- 
ty of  breathing  increafes,  attended  with  a 
remarkably  ftridolous  voice  :  For  the  moft 
part  this  is  attended  with  a  fhort  dry  cough, 
and  fome  pain  in  deglutition.  Upon  in- 
fpecYing  the  fauces,  little  is  to  be  obferved 
there,  no  tumour,  and  a  very  flight,  if  any 
inflammation,  appearing ;  fometimes,  in- 
deed, the  amygdalae  feem  covered  with  a 
thick  tenacious  mucus ;  the  patient  com* 
plains  of  a  dull  pain  when  fpeaking,  or 
when  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea  is  pref- 
fed  upon:  This  laft  is  fometimes  a  little 
fwelled  externally. 

The  croup,  however  flight  its  beginning 
may  feem,  muft  very  foon  refolve,  or  a 
fpeedy  death  is,  for  the  moft  part,  the  con- 

fequence. 
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fequence.  It  is  frequently  fatal  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  though,  fometimes,  the  patient 
may  linger  on  for  the  fpace  of  two,  three, 
or  four  days. 

The  beft  figns  of  the  refolution  in  this 
difeafe  are,  the  lungs  taking  on  a  moifter 
appearance,  which  is  known  by  the  aba- 
ting of  the  drienefs  of  the  cough,  and  creek- 
ing  of  the  voice,  and  the  coming  on  of  a 
free  expectoration.  If,  in  place  of  this,  the 
pulfe  ftill  remains  quick,  but  lofes  of  its 
ftrength,  if  the  other  fymptoms,  in  place 
of  yielding,  are  rather  increafed,  the  worft 
is  to  be  dreaded.  It  is,  however,  general- 
ly obferved  in  the  croup,  that  a  fudden  al- 
leviation of  all  the  complaints  is  a  common 
forerunner  of  death,  and  that  the  patient, 
though  the  minute  before  in  agony,  has 
been  able  to  fpeak  and  eat  with  apparently 
great  eafe,  but  that  this  ihort  remiffion  was 
foon  fucceeded  by  a  more  dreadful  attack 
of  the  difeafe,  which,  in  a  very  little  time, 
puts  a  period  to  the  unhappy  patient's  fuf- 

ferings  *. 

As 

f  This  difeafe  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  contagious. 
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As  to  the  appearances  after  death,  all 
the  difle&ions  we  have  accounts  of,  mod 
of  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  Dr  Francis 
Home's  treatife  on  this  fubjecl:,  or  thofe  I 
have  been  an  eye  witnefs  to,  feem  to  cor- 
refpond  in  the  following  particulars :  That, 
upon  opening  the  body,  the  fauces  are 
commonly  found  in  a  natural  ftate,  though, 
fometimes,  they  feem  turgid,  and  covered 
over  with  mucus,  with  a  flight  degree  of 
inflammation :  But,  within  the  trachea, 
there  was,  in  all  Dodtor  Home's  cafes  *,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  I  attended,  a  membranous 
like  fubflance  found,  which  adhered  mod, 
and  was  moft  tenacious  towards  the  upper 
part  of  the  trachea  ;  but,  upon  examining 
it  lower,  it  was  found  gradually  lefs  firm 
in  its  texture,  till  at  I  aft  it  feemed  to  lofe 
itfelf  in  a  quantity  of  mucus,  with  which 
all  the  diviiions  of  the  bronchiae  appeared 
to  be  rilled,  which,  in  other  refpects,  feem- 
ed to  retain  their  natural  appearance.  Up- 
on 

*  See  Doctor  Home  on  the  Croup,  page  14.  &c. 


OF    MIDWIFERY.         38i 


j 


on  removing  this  fluff,  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  afpera  arteria  was,  in  mod  cafes, 
found  (lightly  inflamed,  in  others  more  fo, 
which  inflammation  was  fometimes  confi- 
ned to  a  fmall  fpot,  at  other  times  fpread 
over  the  greateft  part  of  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  trachea. 

As  to  the  nature  and  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  the  two  writers  who  have  moil  fully- 
treated  of  it  ieem  to  differ  confiderably. 
Doctor  Simpfon  looks  upon  it  as  altogether 
proceeding  from  a  fpafmodic  affe&ion  of 
the  larynx  * ;  and  Dodor  Home,  on  the 
6ther  hand,  fays,  *  that  the  caufe  of  this 
4  difeafe  is  a  preternatural  white,  tough, 
*  thick  membranous  cruft,  covering,  for 
4  many  inches,  the  infide  of  the  trachea  f  .* 
The  origin  of  this  membrane  he  very  jufl> 
ly  makes  an  increafed  fecretion  from  the 
glands  of  the  trachea,  occafioned  by  fame 
irritation  or  inflammation. 

As 

*  See  Differt.  Med.  Inaug.  de  Afthmate    Infantum 
Spafmodico,  Jacob.  Simpfon,  1761. 

f  See  Dt  Francis  Home  on  the  Croup,  page  38. 


384         A      SYSTEM 

As  to  Doftor  Simpfon's  opinion,  I  fhould 
imagine,  that,  if  this  difeafe  owed  its  origin 
wholly  to  fpafm,  it  would  have  made  its 
attack  in  a  very  fudden  way,  which,  tho' 
often,  is  not  always  the  cafe ;  and,  upon 
removing  the  fpafm,  the  patient  would 
have  been  immediately  relieved,  as  we  fee 
is  the  cafe  with  fuch  affections  in  other 
parts  of  the  body ;  and,  were  it  the  cafe, 
the  principal  medicines  to  be  applied  would 
be  antifpafmodics ;  yet,  in  all  the  cafes  we 
have,  where  the  patients  recovered  fooneft, 
their  complaints  difappeared  gradually,  and 
their  cure  was  the  work  of  fome  days.  I 
would  not  from  this,  however,  be  thought 
to  alledge,  that  the  patients  in  this  difeafe 
never  labour  under  fpafmodic  paroxyfms  5 
far  from  it;  I  only  fay,  that  we  are  not  to 
look  upon  thefe  as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
nor  are  wTe  always  to  expedi,  them. 

As  to  what  Doctor  Home  confiders  as 
bringing  on  this  diforder,viz.  the  membrane, 
it  feems  evidently  to  be  rather  the  confe- 
quence  arifmg  from,  than  the  caufe  of  this 

difeafe* 
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difeafe.     My  opinion  on   this  point  is  as 
follows ; 

The  trachea  is  compofed  chiefly  of  car- 
tilaginous rings,  which  are  not  completely 
circular,  but  only  defcribe  about  four-fifths 
of  its  circumference.  The  back  part,  where 
the  cartilages  are  wanting,  is  made  up  of 
mufcular  fibres,  which  ferve  for  allowing 
alterations  taking  place  in  the  diameter  of 
the  trachea,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
prevents  its  preffing  fo  much  on  the  oefo- 
phagus,  or  the  oefophagus  on  it,  as  other- 
wife  would  be  the  cafe.  It  is  lined  through- 
out  with  a  membrane  of  the  moft  exquiiite 
lenfibility ;  to  preferve  which  in  a  proper 
Rate,  Nature  has  furnifhed  it  with  an  in- 
finite number  of  glands,  efpecially  towards 
the  back  part,  where  the  cartilages  are  de- 
ficient ;  thefe  feparate  a  mucus,  ferving  t.p 
keep  the  membrane  moift.  Where  this 
mucus  happens  to  be  wanting,  the  mem^- 
brane  being  dry,  as  is  the  cafe  frequently 
in  acute  difeafes,  the  <vgx  clangofa,  fo  fimi- 
Lar  to  what  is  obferved  in  the  croup,  fblr- 

C  c  c  lows; 
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lows.  If,  then,  we  can  fuppofe,  that,  by.  aft 
increafed  fecretion-  of  this  mucus,  there  is  aa 
accumulation  of  it  in  the  trachea,  ^dcL^by^ 
its  flay  there,  and  undergoing  an  infpiffa- 
tion,  by  the  air  palling  and  repairing  exha- 
ling the  more  fluid  parts,  forms  this  mor- 
bid membrane,  under  which  the  glands  ftill 
continue  to  pour  out  their  contents. 

The  drynefs  of  the  furface  occafions  the 
fame  phaenomena  as  where  the  mucus  is  to- 
tally wanting,  viz.  the  hoarfeftridulous  voice. 
In  this  way  1  think  we  may  account  for  the 
appearances  to  be  met  with  in  this  difeafe. 

As  to  its  being  peculiar  to  children,  we 
know,  that  fuch  are  considerably  more  ir- 
ritable than  adults,  and  are  fubject  to  par- 
ticular difeafes,  efpecially  to  increafed  fe- 
cretions  from,  and  other  afteclions  in  the 
glands;  Nature  fetting  on  foot  feveral  more 
fecretions  after  puberty  than  before  it  : 
Hence  we  frequently  fee,  upon  the  firft 
appearance  of  the  menfes,  girls  who  have 
been  for  many  years  grievoufly  afflicxed 
with  fcreohulous  fwellings,  with  epileptic 
and  other  diforders,  rendered  in  a  manner 

free 
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free  from  all  thefe,  they,  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, feeming  about  this  time  to  vanifh.  The 
fame  fometimes  takes  place  in  men  about  the 
age  of  puberty.  After  this  time,  the  body 
being  come  to  a  certain  degree  of  perfection, 
in  a  manner  appears  to  defy  feveral  of  the 
difeafes  to  which,  in  its  younger  years,  it 
was  fubjedl :  A.dd  to  this,  that  children  are 
not  careful  enough,  and  fometimes,  efpe- 
cially  the  young  ones,  are  unable  to  expec- 
torate ;  this  favours,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
the  above  mentioned  accumulation. 

The  caufes  of  this  increafed  fecretion  are 
various,  as  it  may  be  owing  either  to  an 
immediate  irritation  applied  to  the  in- 
ner membrane  of  the  trachea,  or  it  may 
proceed  from  fympathy,  fome  of  the  con- 
tiguous parts  being  affecled.  This  may  ac- 
count for  the  difeafe  being  fo  frequent  on 
the  fea  coafi  ;  the  fharp  air  in  fuch  places 
carrying  along  with  it  a  great  number  of 
faline  particles,  affords  a  very  confiderable 
ftimulus  *.  Cold  air  alone  will,  in  fome  de- 
gree, 

*  A  very  ftrong  exception  from  this  general  obferva- 

tion 
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gree,  have  the  fame  effed: ;  or  any  foreign 
body  getting  into  the  trachea  may  produce 
this.  The  perfpiration  being  obftruded% 
the  perfpirable  matter  is  thrown  off  by  any 
other  of  the  emundories  that  is  moft  con- 
venient and  eafy  come  at :  If  it  is  direded 
to  the  tracheal  glands,  this  alfo  is  another 
caufe  of  the  increafed  fecretion.  I  would, 
with  Doctor  Home,  divide  this  difeafe  in- 
to two  ftates;  the^/?r/?,  in  which  there  is  an 
inflammation  in  the  parts,  attended  with  a 
quick  ftrong  pulfe ;  the  other ',  that  wherein 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  membrane 
is  formed,  when  all  the  fymptoms  are  exaf- 
perated,  and  the  pulfe  lofes  of  its  ftrength. 
Children  being  more  irritable  than  adults, 
and,  confequently,  more  fubjed,  upon  any 
irritation,  to  be  feized  with  fpafmodic  af- 
fedions,  it  is,  not  to  be  wondered  at  that, 
upon  this  occafion,  they  mould  be  attacked 
with  them. 

Thefe 

tion  is  in  a  girl,  who  never  takes  a  cough  but  what  is  at- 
tended with  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  croup  j  remove  her 
from  Edinburgh,  and  fend  her  to  the  fea  ihore3  and  fhe 
quickly  recovers. 
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Thefe  aggravate  all  their  complaints,  and 
particularly  increafe  that  anxiety  and  op- 
preflion  fo  infeparable  from  any  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  eafy  paffage  of  the  blood  thro5 
the  lungs.  I  mould  moftly  expect  thefe  in 
the  fecond  ft  age  of  the  difeafe.  As  to  the 
patient's  being  fuddenly  freed  from  the 
raoft  grievous  complaints  before  death,  I 
would  look  upon  it  as  partly  owing  to  the 
patient's  ftrength  being  exhaufted,  and  the 
fpafm  being  loofed  in  confequence  of  the 
general  debility. 

Method  of  Care. 

All  agree  that  bleeding  fhould  be  fpeedi- 
ly  performed  ;  and,  after  bleeding  in  the 
arm,  they  recommend  applying  leeches  to 
the  neck.  Emollient  fomentations  to  the 
throat,  rubbing  with  camphorated  oil,  and 
the  like,  have  often  been  of  confiderable 
fervice.  Vomits  are  likewife  much  recom- 
mended, and  prove  very  beneficial,  parti- 
cularly thofe  compofed  of  the  acetum  fcil- 
iiticum,  or  a  folution  of  emetic  tartar  gi- 
ven 


390         A      SYSTEM 

ven  in  proportion  to  the  age,  ftrength,  and 
conftitution  of  the  patient.  Blifters  are 
likewife  to  be  applied  to  each  fide  of  the 
fauces  ;  but  thefe  anfwer  beft  after  other 
evacuations  have  been  'premifed :  But  what  I 
would  expect  coniiderable  advantage  from, 
is  the  emollient  attenuating  fleams  of  vine- 
gar and  water  drawn  into  the  lungs,  which, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  diffolve  the  vif- 
cid  mucus,  help,  by  cccafioning  a  fit  of 
coughing,  to  bring  it  up. 

Plunging  the  patients  into  a  warm  bath, 
up  to  the  neck,  and  keeping  them  there 
for  fome  time,  has  been  of  great  fervice. 
This  pradice  feems  very  rational,  as  the 
relaxing  power  of  the  warm  water  would 
open  the  pores  of  the  {kin,  promote  perlpi- 
ration,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  if  there  was 
any  degree  of  fpafm,  will  act  as  an  anti- 
fpafmodic. 

Thefe  are  the  methods  generally  recom- 
mended, and  which,  from  experience,  I 
ihould  wifh  to  be  followed  out  in  the  firft 
ftage  of  the  diftemper  :   But,  if  affiftance  is 

not 
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not  called  in  till  the  difeafe  is  gone  a  greater 
length,  and  the  membrane  is,  or  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  formed,  if  the  pulfe  is  turn- 
ed weak,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient 
feemingly  failing,  it  is  dubious  how  far 
any  aid  can  be  of  fervice.  The  weaknefs 
of  the  pulfe,  and  the  diminifhed  ftrength 
of  the  patient,  now  feem  to  contraindicate 
the  ufe  of  the  lancet,  though  leeches,  with 
propriety,  and  often  with  considerable  ad- 
vantage, may  be  applied  to  the  nap  of  the 
neck;  and,  as  we  are  never  pofitively  cer- 
tain of  the  membrane  having  acquired  its 
greateft  degree  of  confiftency,  in  all  cafes 
fuch  a  treatment  as  feerns  belt  calculated  to 
prevent  its  formation  mould  never  be  ne- 
glected. Therefore,  all  the  medicines  re- 
commended in  the  firfl  ftage  of  the  difeafe 
(blood-letting  excepted,  for  the  reafons  a- 
bove  mentioned)  ought  to  be  applied  here, 
as  they  may  be  of  fervice  if  things  are  not 
come  to  the  worft. 

I  have  found,  in  the  courfe  of  practice, 
that  aflfa  foetida,  given  either  in  fubftance, 

or 
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or  diffolved,  and  mixed  with  fome  more 
palatable  ingredients,  or  even  given  in 
form  of  glyfters,  has  produced  the  happieft 
effects  in  this  difeafe,  as  well  as  in  the 
hooping  cough  ;  and  it  is  very  furprifing, 
when  given  by  the  mouth,  how  foon  chil- 
dren are  reconciled  to  both  its  tafte  and  fmell. 

We  have  one  or  two  inftances,  where, 
after  the  formation  of  the  membrane,  Na- 
ture, by  a  fevere  fit  of  coughing,  brought 
it  up ;  fo  that  one  of  our  principal  inten- 
tions of  cure  ought  to  be  to  promote  this ; 
though,  1  rnuft  own,  every  thing  feems 
here  againft  us. 

If  we  propofe  to  diflblve  it  by  emollient 
fleams,  its  confidence,  which  is.  fuch  as  to 
bear  maceration  in  water  for  fome  time  *, 
feems  to  promife  little  advantage  from  fuch 
attempts;  and  its  covering  the  infide  of  the 
trachea  prevents  any  fleams,  or  any  other 
fuch  application,  from  bringing  on  a  fit  of 
coughing  fufficient  to  throw  off  this  morbid 
membrane.  In  this  cafe,  it  is  not  an  eafy 
point  perfectly  to  determine  how  far  vomits, 

in 

*  See  Do&or  Home  on  the  Croup. 
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in  general,  are  advifable  or  not.  In  fome 
cafes,  where  I  was  particularly  interefted, 
I  found,  that  the  ufe  of  gentle  emetics,  af- 
ter blood-letting  and  bliftering,  produced 
the  very  beft  confequences.  But,  when  the 
difeafe  feems  to  have  arrived  at  its  height, 
Doctor  Home,  as  the  laft  refource,  propo- 
fes  the  extraction  of  the  membrane  by 
means  of  bronchotomy  ;  though  I  fhould  be 
afraid  that  the  ftate  which  the  patient  may 
be  in,  by  the  time  this  operation  would  be 
thought  on,  is  fuch  as  would  render  its  ef- 
fects extremely  precarious,  yet  it  may,  in 
defperate  cafes,  be  attempted,  but  with 
what  fuccefs  experience  alone  muft  deter- 
mine* 

On  Nurjing. 

Every  woman  whofe  health  will  permit 
it  ought  to  fuckle  her  child,  both  for  her 
own  fake,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  infant: 
But  there  are  cafes  where  it  would  be  high- 
ly improper  to  infift  upon  this,  where  the 

P  d  d  mother, 
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mother,  for  want  of  ftrength,  is  not  able 
to  undergo  the  fatigue,  or  whofe  conftitu- 
pon,  perhaps,  weakened  by  difeafe,  cannot 
furnim  a  fupply  of  milk  fufficient  for  the 
nutrition  of  the  child. 

There  are  other  women  who  enjoy  a 
very  good  fhare  of  health,  but,  from  fome 
fault  in  their  nipples,  perhaps  their  being 
rather  too  fmall,  or  fhort,  efpecially  in  their 
firft  in-lying,  or  from  an  hardnefs  of  the 
bread,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  milk,  or, 
again,  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  child,  are 
apt  to  become  difcoiiraged  by  its  not  taking 
fo  foon  to  the  breaft  as  could  have  been 
wilned.  They  ought,  however,  to  perfe- 
vere  for  fome  time,  as  the  nipple  may, 
with  a  little  ufe,  be  drawn  out,  and  the 
child's  jaws  gradually  acquiring  a  fufficient 
degree  of  ftrength,  they  may  be  enabled 
to  go  through  with  this,  which,  by  mod 
mothers  who  have  tried  it,  has  been  ac- 
counted a  pleafant  tafk. 

But,  mould  (he  even  then  fail,  in  this  cafe, 
sis  in  the  former,  there  are  but  two  alterna- 
tives. 
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tives,  which  are,  either  to  employ  a  hired 
nurfe,  or  to  bring  up  the  child  by  the  hand; 


Of  the  Choke  of  a  Wet  Nurfe. 

The  choice  of  a  wet  nurfe  is  a  very  dif- 
ficult  tafk.  The  qualifications  that  we 
look  for  in  one  employed  for  this  purpofe 
is,  that  fhe  ought  to  be  a  woman  of  a  fo- 
ber,  chearful  difpofition,  with  an  healthy 
look,  free  from  all  difeafes*  but,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  from  fiich  as  may  more  im- 
mediately be  communicated  to  the  child, 
particularly  fcrophulous  or  venereal  affec- 
tions. She  mould  likewife  be  free  front 
epileptic  fits,  or  any  other  hyfterical  com- 
plaints. 

The  age  of  the  milk  ought  to  be  as  near 
to  that  of  the  child  as  pofTible.  Her  breafts 
ought  to  be  round,  with  the  nipples  good, 
(lender,  and  prominent,  free  of  chops,  with 
plenty  of  milk, 

This 
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This  ought  to  have  a  cream,  and,  at  the 
fame   time,  be   neither  too  thick  nor  too 
thin.     We  may  try  this  by  catching  a  few 
drops  upon  a  bit  of  glafs,  from  the  furface 
of  which,  if,  upon  the  fmalleft  inclination, 
it  immediately  runs  off,  this  is  confidered 
as  a  fign  of  its  being  too  thin ;   as,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  ftands  in  a  round  globular 
form,  it  is  confidered  as  too  thick.     The 
medium   between  the  two  is  what  is  pre- 
ferred.    As  to  colour,  it  ought  to  approach 
nearer   to   the   blue  than   the  yellow ;   it 
mould  be  fweetifh  to  the  tafte,  free  of  fait- 
nefs,  or  any  difagreeable  fmelL     We  com- 
monly prefer  a  fecond  or  third  milk  to  the 
firft,  both  on  account  of  the  woman's  ha- 
ving nurfed  before,  and,  confequently,  ac- 
quired  fome    experience    in  the  handling 
and  management  of  children,  but,  likewife, 
by  this  we  may  learn  what  kind  of  nurfe 
me   has    formerly    made :    This    may   be 
judged   of  by   obferving  the  children  me 
has  brought  up,  and  by  examining  whether 
or  not  the  catamenia  had  appeared  during 

het 
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her  giving  fuck,  at  what  time,  and  the  ef- 
fect this  circumftance  produced  upon  the 
child  then  on  her  breaft. 

Red  haired  women,  or  fuch  as  are  very 
fair  and  delicate,  or  remarkably  black,  are 
commonly  accounted  improper  to  be  em- 
ployed for  this  purpofe.  This,  however, 
feems  to  be  a  vulgar  error ;  or,  at  leaft,  as 
Doctor  Smellie  obferves  *,  this  maxim  is 
not  without  many  exceptions  ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  refers  to  Boerhaave's  Inftitutes, 
with  Haller's  commentaries  upon  them,  as 
proper  to  be  confulted  on  this  fubjecl:.  The 
character  of  the  nurfe's  hufband  ought  to 
be  inquired  into  as  well  as  her  own ;  as  it 
is  a  melancholy  circumftance  to  be  accef- 
fory  to  the  putting  a  clean  child  to  the 
breaft  of  a  woman  the  leaft  fufpecled  of  a 
venereal  taint,  and  no  lefs  cruel  for  any 
accoucheur  to  be  Knowingly  acceflbry  to 
the  putting  the  child  of  difeafed  parents  to 

the  breafts  of  a  clean  woman  *£. 

The 

*  See  Smellie's  Midwifery,  Lond.  edit.  1779,  vol.  1. 
page  392. ;  and  Boerhaave's  Praeled.  in  Infiitut.  MedL 
cum  notis  Halleri,  torn.  5.  pars  2.  pag.  285. 

t  See  Appendix,  No,  $5. 
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The  Management  of  Hired  Nurfes. 

There  is  a  very  great  error  which  moft 
parents  run  into,  from  thinking  that  no-^ 
thing  can  be  too  good  for  the  nurfe,  and 
that  fhe  ought  to  tafte  every  thing  that  fhe 
fees,  left  her  being  difappointed  fhould  in- 
jure the  child  \  but,  were  they  for  a  moment 
coolly  to  confider,  that  the  woman  has  been 
brought  from  a  homely,  plain,  but  whole- 
fome  diet,  and  introduced  into  a  family, 
where,  perhaps,  high  feafoned  dimes  are 
daily  preparing,  and  wTines,  and  other  ftrong 
liquors,  liberally  ufed,  it  muft  naturally 
ftrike  them,  that  fuch  a  change*  fuddenly 
made,  is  very  improper,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  nurfe  ought  to  be  kept  as  much 
as  poffible  upon  a  diet  fimilar  to  what  fhe 
had  been  accuftomed  to  at  home;  or,  if 
any  changes  are  found  proper,  they  ought 
to  be  cautioufly  and  fparingly  made. 

If  the  child  labours  under  any  complaints 
which  feem  to  arife  from  the  quality  of  the 

milk, 
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milk,  thefe  may  be  remedied  by  giving  the 
nurfe,  from  time  to  time,  gentle  dofes  of 
fuch  medicines  as  appear  beft  calculated  for 
removing  the  diforder  in  the  child  ;  as 
there  are  fome  difeafes  to  which  children, 
when  on  the  breaft,  may  be  fubjed,  which 
can  as  properly  be  treated  by  giving  medi- 
cines to  the  nurfe  as  in  any  other  way. 

But,  where  the  mother  cannot,  or  will 
not  give  fuck  herfelf,  or  if  a  proper  nurfe 
for  the  child  mould  not  be  found,  it  is  then 
necefTary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  bringing 
up  the  child  by  the  hand.  Do&or  Arm- 
ftrong,  in  his  ingenious  treatife  on  the  dif- 
eafes of  children,  is  pretty  full  upon  the 
management  of  them  in  this  fituation. 

He  mentions  two  methods  of  bringing 
up  children  by  the  hand;  the  one  by  means 
of  a  horn,  and  the  other  by  a  boat,  or 
fpoon.  The  horn  is  intended  for  the  child 
to  fuck  fuch  food  or  fluids  as  are  put  into 
it,  through  a  perforation  in  the  fmall  end, 
c  to  which  is  affixed  a   kind   of  artificial 

nipple,   compofed  of  two  bits  of  parch- 

1  inent, 
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*  merit,  fhaped  like  the  tip  of  the  finger  of 

*  a  glove,  and  fewed  together  in  fuch  a 

*  manner  as  that  the  food  poured  into  the 

*  horn  can  be  fucked  through  between  the 

*  flitches  *.'  This,  however,  he  does  not 
approve  of,  but  rather  prefers  the  fpoon. 
His  reafons  for  this  choice,  which  are  well 
worth  the  ferious  perufal,  not  only  of  phy-* 
ficians,  but  likewife  of  parents,  are  in  fub- 
ftance  the  following : 

That  he  found  in  his  own  family,  in  two 
different  inftances,  that  the  children  fed 
with  the  horn  were,  in  both  cafes,  liable  to 
be  griped,  and  troubled  with  wind.  In  one, 
the  child  was  taken  ill  of  the  watery  gripes, 
which  had  almoft  killed  her;  but,  in  both, 
when  the  ufe  of  the  horn  was  left  off,  and 
the  children  were  fed  with  the  boat,  and 
thicker  victuals,  they  became  more  quiet, 
eafy,  and  thriving,  every  day,  and,  con- 
fequently,  they  became  lefs  fond   of  the 

breaft ; 

*  See  Doclor  Armftrong  on  the  Difeafes  of  Children, 
page  1 06. 
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bread ;  and,  as  they  fed  hearty,  they  never 
once  hankered  after  it  *. 

The  diet  of  children,  while  on  the  breaft, 
during  the  firft  weeks,  is  very  fimple,  as 
they  require  little  more  than  the  milk, 
if  the  nurfe  has  plenty  of  it.  If  any  thing 
elfe  is  neceffary,  it  is  only  a  little  thin 
panada,  fweatened  with  raw  fugar,  to 
which  a  little  wine  or  fpirits  may  occa- 
fionally  be  added.  With  refpedt  to  the 
not  employing  bread  newly  baked,  I  hear- 
tily agree  with  Doctor  Armftrong;  though 
I  muft  differ  from  both  him  and  Doctor 
Smellie,  they  preferring  rolls  to  loaf  bread* 
the  contrary  of  which  is  to  be  obferved,  at 
leaft  in  this  country  :  But,  as  thefe  gentle- 
men feem  to  infinuate  that  there  is  an 
adulteration  of  the  loaf  bread  baked  in  and 
near  London,  by  a  mixture  of  alum,  they 
furely,  with  propriety,  advifed  the  prefe- 

E  e  e  rence 


*  See  Do&or  Armftrong  on  the  Difrafes  of  Children, 
page  in.  -&c. 
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rence  to  be  given  to  the  rolls,  which  were 
lefs  fufpe&ed  than  the  loaves :  But,  in 
Scotland,  particularly  in  and  about  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  our  loaves  (which,  when 
eat  new  baken,  are  found  heavy  upon  the 
ftomachs  of  inoft  people)  grow  lighter  and 
lighter  every  day,  and  continue  fit  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  panada  longer  than  any 
other  bread  we  have  *.  Should  the  child 
be  attacked  with  loofenefs,  the  panada  may 
be  made  of  toafted  bifket,  and  fweetened 
with  loaf  fugar,  in  place  of  the  raw  ;  and, 
if  the  loofenefs  is  attended  with  gripes, 
and  thefe  mould  prove  fevere,  a  little  of 
the  faccharum  anifatum  ought  to  be  given, 

or 


*  I  am  informed  that  there  was  an  intlance^ 
where  a  peck  loaf  was  fired  in  one  of  the  public  bake- 
houfes  of  this  city,  feveral  years  ago,  and  fent  upon  a  wa- 
ger to  London,  where  it  was  found,  when  cut,  properly 
fired  to  the  heart,  and  every  bit  of  it  in  a  fituation  lit  for 
life ;  whereas  the  London  bread  of  the  fame  kind  is 
confidered  by  many,  and  which,  by  Doctor  Armftrong's 
opinion,  feems  to  be  confirmed,  as  unfit  for  eating  & 
very  fhort  time  after  coming  from  the  oven. 
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or  a  few  guts  of  laudanum,   as  the  age  of 
the  child  will  beft  admit  of. 


The  Time  and  Manner  of  Weaning  Children* 

People  differ  very  much  with  refpe£t 
to  the  time  children  ought  to  be  fuckled ; 
fome  infifting,  that  giving  them  fuck  for 
any  confiderable  length  of  time  is  preju- 
dicial, while  others  advife  that  the  child 
mould  be  weaned  betwixt  the  third  and 
fifth  month,  at  all  events  before  the  fe- 
venth  month,  at  which  period  the  catame- 
nia  have  been  obferved  to  return,  in  moil 
women,  after  delivery.  Others,  again,  as 
ftrongly  advife  the  keeping  the  child  on 
the  bread  for  fixteen  or  eighteen  months, 
and  even  longer.     All  overs  are  vice.     . 

Betwixt  nine  months  and  the  year  feems 
to  be  the  fooneft  that  children  ought  to  be 
weaned  ;  but  the  beft  way  of  determining 
this,  is  by  obferving  how  the  child  thrives, 
and  how  the  nurfe  continues  in  health. 

If 


404  A      S    Y    S    T    E    M 

If  both  child  and  nurfe,  at  the  end  of  the 
nine  months,  are  in  good  health,  it  is  per- 
fectly optional  whether  to  wean  the  child 
or  keep  it  longer  upon  the  breaft.  If  the 
child  is  ailing,  whether  from  teething,  or 
any  other  caufe  no  way  imputeable  ta  the 
nurfe,  it  would  be  very  improper,  nay 
cruel,  to  wean  a  child  under  thefe  circum- 
fiances.  Should  the  nurfe  appear  indif- 
pofed,  whether  the  child  is  already  influ- 
enced or  not,  it  mould  be  taken  off  the 
bread  immediately. 

It  is  necelTary  to  confider  how  far  the 
nurfe  menft mating  affe&s  the  child  ;  and 
whether,  immediately  upon  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  the  menfes,  the  child  mould 
be  taken  from  the  nurfe.  If  fhe  is  a  hired 
nurfe,  in  general,  the  child  will  be  more 
affected  by  this  change  inner  conftitution 
than  if  it  were  the  mother  that  was  giving 
fuck.  Hired  nurfes  are  very  ajpt  to  con- 
ceal this  circumfbnce,  in  order  to  continue 
the  linger  in  place ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  is 
pbferved,  either  in  a  hired  nurfe,  or  the 

mother. 
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mother,  particular  attention  fhould  be  paid 
to  the  child,  which,  if  affected  with  gripes, 
or  ficknefs,  during  the  menftrual  difcharge 
of  the  nurfe,  or  feems  to  fall  off  in  flefh, 
ought  to  be  immediately  weaned;  and,  if 
this  happens  earlier  than  is  thought  pro- 
per to  deprive  the  child  entirely  of  the 
breaft,  another  nurfe  ought  to  be  fought 
out,  or  the  precautions  already  recom^ 
mended  for  bringing  up  children  by  the 
hand  are  to  be  employed. 

The  fame  precautions  ought  to  be  taken, 
fhould  the  nurfe  prove  pregnant. 


Of  the  Diet  of  Children* 

The  diet  of  children  having  been  already 
mentioned,  there  is  only  farther  to  add, 
that,  in  proportion  as  they  advance  in  life, 
they  fhould  be  indulged  with  a  little  food, 
gradually  increafed  according  to  their  age 
and  conftitution ;  and,  when  it  draws  near 
to  the  time  of  weaning  them,  they  ought 

then 
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then  to  get  the  breaft  more  Sparingly,  and 
have  their  food  proportionally,  but  gra- 
dually, augmented,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality.  By  this  treatment  they  are  both 
eafier  weaned,  and  likewife  avoid  the  dis- 
orders which  fometimes  follow  from  the 
fuddennefs  of  the  change  *. 

If,  upon  weaning,  they  are  feized  with 
coftivenefs,  a  little  tin&ure  of  rhubarb  may 
very  advantageoufly  be  given  once  or  twice 
a  week. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  a  loofenefs  of 
the  body  mould  take  place,  it  is  to  be  mo- 
derated, though  not  abfolutely  checked,  by 
the  ufe  of  abforbent  powders,  toafted  rhu- 
barb, and  the  like,  as  the  circumftance  may 
require. 

Omitted, 


'*  See  Do&or  Armftrong  on  the  Pifeafes  of  New-bom 
Children,  page  in. 
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Omitted  *,  page  117.  after  line  2. 

Another  mark  by  which  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  menfes,  arifing  from  pregnancy, 
may  be  diftinguifhed  from  a  morbid  ob- 
ftrucl:ion,  may  be  taken  from  obferving  the 
breafts.  In  the  difeafe,  befides  other  mor- 
bid appearances,  the  mammae,  excepting 
about  the  period  when  the  catamenia  ought 
to  have  flown,  are  flaccid,  and  become  more 
and  more  fo  the  longer  the  obftru&ion 
continues  ;  whereas,  in  confequence  of  im- 
pregnation, the  breafts  rather  increafe  in 
fize,  and  continue  fo  to  do,  till  the  milk 
appearing  in  them,  joined  to  the  motion  of 
the  foetus  in  utero^  determines  the  point. 


A  P  P  E  N- 

*  The  above  having  been  written  on  a  loofe  flip  of 
paper,  fell  aiide,  and  the  paragraph  appearing,  at  the 
rime  of  correcting,  complete,  it  was  not  miffed;  but  it 
having  been  found  afterwards,  the  author  thought  it 
proper  to  add  it  here  as  an  omiffion. 
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CASE        I. 

BOUT  the  beginning  of  December 
1775, 1  was  called  upon  to  fee  I — — • 

L 1  aged  about  fixty,  who  had  then 

been  above  thirty  years  married,  and  had 
born  nine  children,  all  come  to  the  full 
time,  and  her  labours  all  along  very  eafy* 
She  had  her  laft  child  about  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  before. 

During  her  laft  pregnancy  {he  was  ra- 
ther more  weakly  than  ufual  when  in  that 
fituation ;  and,  foon  after  the  death  of 
the  child,  which  happened  when  it  was  a- 
bout  nine  weeks  old,  fhe  was  attacked  with 
rheumatic  complaints,  which  continued  very 

F  f  f  obftinate 
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obftinate  for  a  length  of  time,  and  gra- 
dually bent  her  down,  fo  that,  when  I  firft 
faw  her,  which  was  about  three  years  be- 
fore, fhe  could  not  ftand  upright,  her  fpine 
and  legs  forming  nearly  a  right  angle. 

For  fome  years  bypaft,  fhe  had  obferved 
gravelifh  fymptoms.  Thefe  increafmg,  a 
fufpicion  of  her  having  a  flone  in  her  blad- 
der naturally  arofe. 

When  1  was  fent  for,  I  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  informed  by  the  perfon  who  called 
me,  that  the  ftone  was  fo  far  advanced  as 
to  be  felt  by  the  patient's  own  fingers. 

Upon  examining  her,  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  bent  pofition,  was  only  to 
be  done  from  behind,  I  found  the  opening 
of  the  urethra  in  its  natural  ftate,  but  no 
ftone. 

She  told  me  that  the  ftone  was  coming 
by  the  vagina,  or,  as  fhe  expreffed  it,  by 
the  birth. 

Upon  attempting  to  introduce  my  finger 
into  the  vagina,  I  was  furprifed,  from  the 
knowledge  of  her  former  hiftory,  to  find 

the 
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the  branches  of  the  offa  pubis,  and  tubero- 
fities  of  the  offa  ifchia,  approaching  fo  near 
to  each  other  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of  the 
introduction  of  one  finger  towards  the  an- 
terior part.  Upon  prefling  back  the  peri- 
naeum  ftrongly,  I  got  at  laft  admiffion  for 
two  fingers  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  pel- 
vis, and  then  difcovered  a  fharp  ragged  edge 
of  a  flattened  ftone,  which  had  cut  its  way 
from  the  bladder  of  urine  into  the  vagina. 

It  was  in  vain  attempted,  by  laying  hold 
of  it  with  the  two  ringers  introduced,  to 
extract  it ;  and  having  paffed  the  catheter 
by  the  urethra,  the  largeft  part  of  the  ftone 
was  difcovered  ftill  remaining  in  the  blad- 
der. 

Mr  Thomas  Hay,  furgeon,  vifited  her 
along  with  me;  and,  in  confequence  of  her 
fituation,  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  her 
carried  into  the  Royal  Infirmary,  where, 
the  fame  evening,  the  ftone,  of  a  remark- 
able fize,  was,  with  a  good  deal  of  difficul- 
ty, owing  to  the  extraordinary  deformity 
of  the  bones,  extracted  by  Mr  Andrew 
Wood,  the  then  attending  furgeon.     The 

pieces. 
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pieces,  which  are  in  my  pofTeffion,  are 
large,  but,  not  having  weighed  them  when 
recently  taken  from  her,  I  cannot  now 
form  a  proper  judgment  of  their  wyeight : 
But,  though  they  muft  have  loft  confide- 
rably  of  their  heavinefs  by  keeping,  yet 
ftili  *  they  weigh  fix  drachms,  one  fcruple, 
and  eighteen  grains,  apothecary's  weight, 
by  which  fome  notion  of  its  fize,  when  en* 
tire,  may  be  made.  A  good  deal  of  it,  par- 
ticularly the  thin  edge,  mouldered  down 
during  the  extraction ;  feveral  other  bits 
were  broken  off,  and  were  either  abftrac- 
ted,  or,  being  fmall,  were  not  recovered  ; 
fo  that,  properly  fpeaking,  I  have  not  much 
more  than  one  half  of  it  in  my  pofTeffion. 
Since  December  1775,  Mr  James  Rae 
extracted  another,  but  fmaller,  ftone,  from 
the  fame  woman,  in  her  own  houfe,  which 
eame  the  fame  wray ;  and  fhe  continued  to 
pafs  ftill  fmaller  ones  without  any  affif- 
tance,  labouring  all  the  time  under  a  JilU 
licidium  urinae  till  her  death,  which  hap- 
pened about  three  years  ago. 

CASE 

*  Oftober  4.  1783. 
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CASE        II. 

December  23.  1780.    I  was  this  evening 

called  to  fee  R X ,  aged  25  years, 

pregnant,  and  come  to  her  full  time,  but 
remarkably  deformed ;  her  height,  when 
fupported  by  her  crutches,  was  two  feet  ten 
inches  *. 

The  forceps  were  not  applicable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  remarkable  deformity  of  the 
pelvis  ;  and  fhe  being  apparently  of  a  very 
weak  conftitution,  it  was  judged  improper, 
efpecially  as  the  child  was  dead,  to  try  the 
Caefarian  operation,  which,  indeed,  feemed 
to  be  the  only  mode  capable  of  feparating 
it  from  her.  The  gentlemen  whom  I  had 
called  to  my  aid,  therefore,  advifed  me  ra- 
ther to  attempt  her  delivery  by  the  crotchet. 
Her  ftrength,  however,  failing  remarkably, 
it  was  neceflary  to  defift.  She  continued 
out  of  one  fainting  fit  into  another,  from 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Sun- 
day 

*  For  the  figure  of  her  ikeleton,  fee  plate  3. 
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day  the  24th,  till  near  two  in  the  morning 
of  Monday  the  25th,  when  fhe  expired. 

Having  procured  the  body,  it  was  injec- 
ted, both  arteries  and  veins  ;  and  though, 
upon  opening  the  uterus,  at  the  firft,  no 
confiderable  blood-veflels  were  difcovered 
going  from  the  mother  to  the  child,  yet, 
upon  an  after  and  more  cool  examination, 
and  feparating  a  part  of  the  placenta  from 
the  internal  furface  of  the  womb,  blood- 
veflels  were  feen,  nearly  of  the  fize  of  crow 
quills,  pafling  between  the  uterus  and  pla- 
centa; and  even  fome  of  the  inje&ed  ma- 
terials were  found  in  the  umbilical  cord. 
Thefe  I  firft  difcovered  along  with  Mr 
FyfFe,  and  afterwards  with  Doclor  Monro, 
who  demonftrated  this  preparation  in  his 
clafs  that  fame  feafon. 

Another  remarkable  circumftance  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  in  this  fubjecl:,  was,  that, 
upon  examining  the  connection  of  the  offa 
pubis,  and  the  junction  of  the  two  ofla  in- 
nominata,  with  the  facrum,  they  were  all 
found  relaxed,  and,  without  much  force, 

could 
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could  be  drawn,  particularly  the  one  os 
pubis  from  the  other,  to  the  diftance  of  a- 
bout  an  inch,  or  rather  more  ;  but  this  by- 
no  means  rendered  the  paflage  for  the 
child  more  capacious. 

The  bones  of  the  pelvis  of  this  fkele- 
ton  are  remarkably  thin  and  flender,  as, 
indeed,  are  feveral  of  the  other  bones  ; 
and  there  are  fcarcely  any  acetabula,  the 
head  of  the  thigh  bone  being  lodged  in 
the  moft  flight  and  fuperficial  deprefiion 
imaginable.  The  thighs  are  much  bent; 
the  tibia  and  fibula  of  each  leg  are  ftill 
more  deformed  ;  fo  that  the  heels  approach 
within  about  two  inches  of  the  ham.  In 
the  left  leg,  a  thread,  or  fmall  probe,  may 
be  paffed  between  the  tibia  and  fibula ;  but, 
in  the  other,  thefe  bones  are  intimately  of~ 
fified  together  in  their  middle. 

The  fcapulae  and  offa  ilia  are  very  thin 
and  tranfparent,  in  fo  far  that  a  letter,  or 
printed  paper,  can  be  read  through  them. 
Indeed,  all  the  bones  are  more  or  lefs  dia- 
phanous, and  fome  of  them  feem  to  be  al- 
moft  entirely  diverted  of  their  earthy  parts. 

The 
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The  head  is  remarkable  for  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  Ikuil ;  and  there  is  a  peculiarity 
in  this  cafe  which  is  an  exception  t6  the 
general  rule,  that  rickety  children  have 
bad  teeth ;  but,  in  this  fubject,  there  is  not 
a  fpoilt  or  wanting  tooth  in  the  whole 
kt. 

This  unhappy  creature  was  perfe&ly 
ftraight  until  ihe  was  about  five  years  old ; 
and,  had  her  bones  continued  in  the  fame 
iituation,  ihe  would  have  been  nearly  of, 
if  not  above,  the  common  fize. 

The  large  blood-veffels  followed  every 
twifting  ofthefpine;  and,  though  fo  much 
deformed,  fhe  had  a  moft  remarkably  fine 
ear  and  voice. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  child,  and  thofe 
of  the  pelvis,  were  as  follow: 

The  head  of  the  child,  in  confequence 
of  the  attempt  made  to  deliver  by  means 
of  the  crotchet,  could  not  be  accurately 
rneafured  ;  bu£ 

The 


APPENDIX.  417 

Inches. 
The  length  of  the  child,  without 

ftretching,  was  full  -  19 

The  breadth  acrofs  the  fhoulders  6~ 

The  pelvis,  meafuring  diredtly  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  fymphyiis 
of  the  ofla  pubis,  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  os  facrum  -  2~~ 

From  the  upper  part  of  the  os  fa- 
crum, to  the  infide  of  the  right 
os  innominatum,  where  the  ace- 
tabulum ought  to  be  fituated  5— 
From  the  facrum  to  the  left  aceta- 
bulum -  -  ,  I7-V 
From  the  tuber  of  the  one  to  that 

of  the  other  ifchium  -  2~ 

From  the  point  of  the  os  coccygis, 
to  the  under  part  of  the  fymphy- 
fis  of  the  ofla  pubis  2^ 

CASE        UL 

1779.  I  was  one  morning  called  to  a 
woman  in  labour,  whom  I  had  attended 
after  her  laft  inlying. 

Ggg  Her 
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Her  complaints,  at  that  time,  were  a 
violent  pain  at  the  fymphyfis  of  the  offa 
pubis,  with  a  grating  noife  when  fhe  mo- 
ved the  one  thigh  before  the  other  ;  and 
fhe  could  not  ftand,  muth  lefs  walk. 
Upon  examining  the  parts  at  that  time,  I 
found  that  there  was  a  feparation  of  the 
ofTa  pubis  at  their  fymphyfis,  or  a  fracture 
near  to  it,  which  of  the  two  I  then  could 
not  pofitively  fay,  owing  to  the  fwelling 
which  had  taken  place.  By  keeping  the 
feparated  parts  of  the  bones  together,  fhe, 
in  about  three  weeks,  was  able  to  get  out 
of  bed  ;  in  fix  wreeks  fhe  could  walk  with 
a  good  deal  of  freedom  through  her  room ; 
but  it  was  nearly  two  or  three  months,  or 
rather  more,  before  fhe  could  go  up  or 
down  the  fteps  of  her  flair. 

I  found  her  now  again  in  labour;  and, 
as  fhe  imputed  her  former  misfortune  to 
the  rafhnefs  of  the  midwife  then  employ- 
ed, fhe  had  called  another  one  on  this  oc- 
cafion.    The  midwife,  upon  being  inform- 

ed' 
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ed  of  what  had  happened  to  her  in  her  laft 
in-lying,  infilled  for  farther  aid. 

Upon  examining  her,  I  was  furprifed  at 
finding  a  very  remarkable  and  large  callus 
projecting  inwards,  directly  from  the  fym- 
phyfis  of  the  offa  pubis  towards  the  center 
of  the  pelvis,  and  by  which  its  fuperior 
aperture  was  diminifhed  fo  far  as  not  to 
exceed,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  two  inch- 
es and  a  quarter  from  the  fore  to  the  back 
part. 

After  waiting  fome  time  to  fee  if  the  la- 
bour pains,  which  were  very  ftrong,  would 
bring  the  child  within  reach  of  the  forceps, 
fo  as  they  might  be  the  eafier  applied,  and 
this  not  taking  place,  I  attempted  to  ufe 
Pugh's  long  inftruments,  but  in  vain.  No  al- 
ternative remaining,  and  having  good  reafon 
to  believe  the  child  dead,  as  the  mother  had 
not  been  fenfible  of  its  motion  for  feveral 
days,  I  was  going  to  proceed  to  attempt 
to  deliver  her  by  means  of  the  crotchet; 
but  before  I  could  fet  about  this,  fhe,  though 
fpeaking  to  me  as  freely  and  heal  as  be^- 

fore* 
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!o  s6eJ*C^ttS0Xt,>  ^  foddenly  ^nt0  a  fainting  fit,  from 
%4&it*sf  j/K/<-which  fhe  never  recovered.     She  had  no 
u/e^juV"^  flooding  in  the  fmalleft  degree.     I  entreat- 
ed permiflion  of  the  relations  to  examine 
the  body ;  this,  however,  was  pofitively  re- 
fufed. 

One  or  two  other  cafes  of  a  feparation 
of  the  ofla  pubis  have  occurred  to  me  in 
practice,  one  efpecially  occurred  in  a  par- 
ticular acquaintance ;  but,  in  all  of  them, 
lamenefs,  for  a  confiderable  time,  was  the 
confequence, 

CASE        IV. 

1768.     I  was  called  to  fee  I- C -, 

then  labouring  under  an  obftruclion  of  the 
menfes,  the  want  of  which  was  fupplied 
by  a  periodical  vomiting  of  blood,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  fhe  was  fubjecT:  to  the  fluor 
albus.  Different  medicines  had  been  given 
her  in  vain  ;  and,  immediately  before  I  was 
called  in,  fhe,  at  her  own  hand,  had  taken 
a  gentle  emetic.  This  was  much  about  the 
approach  of  the  period  of  the  menfes,  and 

Jhe 
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fhe  luckily  efcaped  the  vomiting  of  blood 
for  that  time;  the  catamenia,  however,  did 
not  appear.  Before  the  next  period,  fome 
gentle  ftomachics,  mixed  with  the  weaker 
emmenagogues,  were  given  her;  and,  about 
the  time  that  the  catamenia  ought  to  have 
appeared,  a  gentle  emetic,  with  the  pedi- 
luvium,  were  ordered  in  the  evening,  and, 
at  bed  time,  a  dole  of  aloetic  pills  were 
given ;  next  day  fhe  menftruated,  and  was 
fhortly  after  married,  and  has  had  feveral 
children, 

case     v; 

April  28.  1769.     I  was  called  upon  by 

a  gentleman  of  the  Faculty  to  fee  M * 

I ,  a  girl  of  about  25  years  of  age,  la- 
bouring under  fimilar  complaints  with  the 
former  patient,  attended  with  fo  great  a  de- 
gree of  coftivenefs  as  refilled  fome  very 
ftrong  dofes  of  medicines  which  fhe  had 
taken  at  her  own  hand,  and  fhe  likewife 
complained  much  of  a  confiderable  difficul- 
ty in  paffing  her  urine. 

Two 
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Two  days  before  the  menfes  ought  to 
have  appeared,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  vo- 
miting of  blood.  In  this  fituation  I  firft 
faw  her  ;  and,  as  fhe  then  had  more  than 
two  ounces  of  Glauber  falts  in  her  bowels, 
befides  fix  or  eight  aloetic  pills,  all  of  which 
fhe  had  taken  of  her  own  accord,  yet  ftill 
without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  their 
operating,  I  ordered  as  follows : 

Eo  Fol.  Puleg. 

Rutae  aa  m.  i.  coque,  in 

Aq.  Font,  ifeifs.  ad  rbi.  in  qua  fervente  folv, 

Sal.  Glaub.  §fs.  cui  adde 

Ol.  Olivar.  31V. 
M.  ft.  Enema  mox  injiciendum. 

The  firft  injection  not  having  operated, 
I  ordered  another,  with  an  additional  ounce 
of  Glauber  falts  ;  this  fucceeding,  fhe  got 
the  following  draught : 

§,  Tinchir.  Thebaic,  gt.  xxxvL 

Aq.  Font.  §i. 

Syr.  Simplic.  31J. 
M.  ft.  hauft.  ftatim  fumendus,  et  repetatur  hora 

fomni, 

The 


APPENDIX.  423 

The  vomiting  abated,  and  next  morning 
the  catamenia  appeared.  She  got  the  bet- 
ter of  fome  hyfterical  complaints  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  evacuation  being  reftored ; 
and  by  the  life  of  a  flrong  infufion  of  va- 
lerian, taken  alongft  with  the  foetid-  pills, 
fhe  was  perfectly  freed  of  her  ailments  by 
the  24th  of  May  following,  when  the  men- 
fes  returned,  and  continued  very  regular 
afterwards. 


CASE         VI. 

In  1768  I  was  called  by  a  midwife  of 
this  place  to  viut  a  woman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  fhe  was  married,  and  had  for- 
merly born  children;  but,  being feized  with 
a  fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge, 
fhe,  in  place  of  confidering  that  it  might 
be  the  confequence  of  impregnation,  had,  by 
the  advice  of  a  famous  Doftrix  in  this  place, 
taken  medicines  to  remove  her  complaint. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  indeed,  feem  to  have  been  very 
powerful  in  their  operation,  as,  in  lefs  than 
twenty- four  hours  after  taking  them,  (he 
was  feized  with  a  violent  flooding,  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was  an  abortion. 

This  was  afterwards  followed  by  fo  great 
a  difcharge  of  the  fluor  albus,  as  reduced  her 
to  fuch  a  ftate,  that,  when  I  firft  faw  her,  fhe 
was  rendered  fo  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to 
go  between  her  bed  and  her  chair  without 
affiftance.  The  difcharge,  which  was  very 
foetid  and  yellow,  was  likewife  of  a  con- 
fidence fo  thick  and  glutinous,  as  to  render 
the  appearance  of  fome  cloths,  which  fhe 
fhowed  me,  fuch  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, had  they  been  dipped  in  the  yolks 
of  eggs,  and  afterwards  dried. 

She  had  tried  fome  few  of  the  applica- 
tions ufually  employed  in  fuch  cafes,  fuch 
as  the  Peruvian  bark  and  Port  wine,  but 
without  the  fmalleft  effect. 

I  ordered  her  to  take  a  gentle  emetic 
in  the  afternoon,  and  a  bolus  of  rhubarb 
and  calomel  to  be  given  her  at  bed-time. 

The 
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The  day  after  the  operation  of  the  bolus^ 
fhe  was  put  upon  Doctor  Plummer's  alte- 
rative pills  ;  thefe,  in  a  few  days,  feemed 
to  take  effect:  ;  and  by  continuing  with 
them  for  about  three  weeks,  fhe  got  fo 
much  the  better  as  to  be  able  to  go  a- 
broad.  But,  as  fhe  was  ftill  very  weakly, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  give  her  a  courfe 
of  the  Peruvian  bark ;  in  doing  which,  a 
cold  ififufion  of  it  in  lime  water  was  pre-* 
ferred  to  any  other  mode  of  exhibiting  it. 
The  ufe  of  red  wine  was  perfifled  in  du^- 
ring  the  whole  cure,  and  fhe  has  had  chil- 
dren fince. 

CASE         VII. 

A  lady,  ufually  of  a  pretty  ftout  confti- 
tution,  was,  in  confequence  of  fatigue,  ow- 
ing to  the  indifpofition  of  her  family,  at- 
tacked with  the  ftuor  albus.  As  the  fea  air 
and  bathing  were  recommended  for  her 
children,  fhe  accompanied  them  to  Eaft 
Lothian,  where  fhe  likewife  took  the  ad- 

H  h  h  vantage 
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vantage  of  the  fea-bathing,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  reaped  a  double  benefit  from  drink- 
ing the  waters  of  a  well  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  village  of  IVefton,  which,  from 
its  being  upon  the  eftate  of  Bankton,  goes 
by  the  name  of the Bankton  V/atery  or,  as  it 
is  vulgarly  called  in  that  country,  the  Virtue 
Well.  The  ufe  of  this  internally,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  wafhing  the  parts  with  it  cold, 
twice  a  day,  perfectly  freed  her  from  this 
complaint.  This  water  is  a  very  ftrong 
chalybeat. 

I  have  known  feveral  other  inftances 
where  the  like  good  efFedts  were  produced 
bv  the  ufe  of  the  fame  water. 

CASE         VIII. 

October  16.  1769.  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  whom  I  had  formerly  attended  in 
the  month  of  May,  when  labouring  under 
a  mifcarriage,  accompanied  with  violent 
floodings,  and  fainting  fits  ;  fince  which 
time  (he  mifcarried  again  in  the  beginning 

of 
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of  July,  but  foon  recovered  her  ftrength, 
and  has  enjoyed  tolerable  good  health  ever 
fince.  She  reckoned  herfelf  now  to  be  about 
two  months  and  an  half  gone  with  child. 

The  day  before  I  faw  her,  fhe,  from  a 
piece  of  falfe  delicacy,  had  kept  her  urine 
too  long,  fo  that,  when  fhe  attempted  to 
pafs  it,  fhe  could  not  void  one  drop.  She 
was  at  the  fame  time  feized  with  violent 
pains;  and,  on  the  morning  when  I  was 
fent  for,  was  attacked  with  fhiverings  and 
faintings.  In  this  fituation  fhe  continued 
till  eight  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  faw  her 
firft.  1  immediately  drew  off  the  urine 
with  the  catheter,  ordered  her  an  emollient 
injection,  and  a  fpoonful  of  wine  and  wa- 
ter, with  fome  volatile  cordial  drops,  to  be 
repeated  every  three  or  four  hours. 

On  the  17th,  in  the  morning,  fhe  was 
much  eafier,  but,  about  mid- day,  relapfed. 
into  one  of  her  fainting-fits,  from  which 
fhe  recovered  delirious.  As  her  inje&ion 
had  had  but  little  effect,  I  ordered  her  an- 
other   more   ftimulating,    and    cataplafms 

were 
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were  directed  to  be  applied  to  her  foles* 
About  mid- night  fhe  turned  fenfible,  and 
continued  fo  till  the  1 8th,  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.  when  the  cataplafms  having 
been  taken  from  her  feet,  and  having  taken 
a  little  tea  to  breakfaft,  fhe  laid  herfelf  for 
fleep,  but,  in  lefs  than  five  minutes,  awoke 
almoft  furious,  and  continued  fo  all  day. 
At  night,  when  I  vifited  her,  her  fkin  was 
dry  and  parched,  her  pulfe  intermitting, 
urine  crude,  delirium  very  high.  The  ca- 
taplafms and  glyfter  were  repeated;  and,  as 
fhe  fhowed  figns  of  her  ftomach  being  op- 
prefTed,  the  following  bolus  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  directly,  and  repeated  in  an 
hour,  if  the  firft  had  no  effect : 

£>  Tart.  Emetic  gr.  i. 

Confer  v.  Rofar.  q.  £ 
ft.  boh 

The  bolus  made  her  very  fick,  and  gent- 
ly operated  upwards,  and  likewife  by  flool; 
but,  having  flept  very  calmly  through  the 
night,  all  her  complaints  were  confiderably 

better 
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better  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  the 
1  ft  of  November  fhe  was  perfectly  well, 

P.  S.  She  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon 
May  1770. 

,       CASE        IX. 

Much  about  the  fame  time  I  was  called 
to  fee  a  woman  who  had  brought  upon 
herfelf,  in^afimilar  manner,  a  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  and,  like  the  former,  was  in  the 
third  month  of  her  pregnancy.  She  had 
been  nearly  thirty  hours  in  the  greateft 
agony  before  fhe  fent  for  affi fiance.  When 
I  faw  her,  her  belly  was  very  much  diftend- 
ed,  and  her  pulfe  very  frequent  and  full. 

As  they  had  juft  then  laid  on  a  fomen- 
tation to  the  parts,  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  having  fome  blood  taken  from  her;  and, 
as  foon  as  her  arm  was  tied  up,  I  attempt- 
ed to  introduce  the  catheter,  but  in  vain, 
on  account  of  the  great  ftricture  upon  the 
neck  of  the  bladder.  The  fomentations 
were  ordered  to  be  repeated,  and  fhe  got, 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  a  pretty  large  dofe  of 
laudanum/  She  had  fome  refpite  from 
pain  in  confequence  of  thefe  applications ; 
and,  about  an  hour  and  an  half  afterwards, 
the  catheter  was  again  attempted  to  be 
introduced,  which  I  happily  effected,  and, 
by  means  of  it,  drewr  off  a  full  Scots  pint, 
and  more,  of  urine  ;  but  it  was  fome  days 
before  the  bladder  recovered  its  ufual  tone. 

As  a  Supplement  to  thefe  two  Cafes,  I 
fhall  only  mention  one  where  I  was  called 
in  by  Mr  EdwTard  Inglis,  to  fee  a  woman 
labouring  under  the  fame  complaint,  but 
where  he  had  failed  in  introducing  the 
catheter.  I  attempted  it  with  no  better  fuc- 
cefs,  as  did  likewife  the  late  Mr  William 
Hepburn  and  Doctor  Young.  She  was  put 
into  the  warm  bath,  and  opiates  were  like- 
wife  very  freely  ordered,  and  fomentations 
applied  to  the  parts  as  foon  as  fhe  came 
out  of  the  bath.  In  this  ftate  fhe  was  left 
for  fome  hours;  betwixt  feven  and  eight, 
A.  M.  another  attempt  was  made  by  Mr 

Inglis, 
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Inglis,  which  facceeded ;  but  the  quantity 
of  water  drawn  off,  though  large,  did  not 
come  up  to  what  was  expected.  In  the  fore- 
noon I  drew  off  a  large  quantity;  but,  as. 
the  whole  that  Mr  Inglis  and  I  drew  off 
was  very  large,  and  as  we  did  not  take  a  note 
of  it  at  the  time,  I  dare  not  take  upon  me 
to  fpecify  the  quantity  from  memory  *. 

Many  fuch  cafes  do  occur,  fome  few 
from  difeafe,  others  from  the  effe&s  of 
pregnancy,  but  the  greateft  part  in  confe- 
quence  of  pregnancy  and  falfe  delicacy 
joined  together. 

C     A    S     E         X. 

I  was  one  forenoon  called  to  fee  a  wo- 
man that  was  indifpofed,  and  concerning 
whofe  fituation  all  around  her  were  in  a 
doubt  whether  fhe  was,  or  was  not,  with 
child.  She  had  born  one  about  three  years 
before;  and,  whether  from  cold,  or,  as  (he 

imagined, 

*  In  the  courfe  of  practice,  I  have  drawn  off  more 
than  two  Scots  pints  of  urine  at  a  time  ;  but,  as  thefe 
cafes  were  complicated  with  circumftances  not  connec- 
ted with  midwifery,  they  are  omitted. 
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imagined,  from  a  draught  of  bad  ale,  fhe 
fuddenly  fwelled  amazingly,  which  fuel- 
ling gradually  increafed.  The  menfes  ne- 
ver appeared.  As  her  cafe  was  looked  up- 
on by  all  around  her  as  dropfical,  me  con- 
cealed her  own  fufpicions  of  pregnancy  till 
fhe  was  taken  with  her  pains. 

When  I  faw  her, the  fwelling  being  univer- 
fally  difFufed  over  her  face,  arms,  and  every 
part  of  her  body,  I  was  apt  to  embrace  the 
fame  opinion  with  thofe  around  her ;  but9 
upon  a  more  accurate  examination,  I  told  her 
and  the  by-ftanders,  that  fhe  was  not  only 
pregnant,  but  likewife  in  adual  labour,  and 
that,  ere  long,  they  might  look  for  a  living 
witnefs  to  corroborate  my  affertion.  A- 
bout  three  hours  after,  I  was  called  again, 
and,  in  a  few  minutes,  delivered  her  of  a 
fon.  The  lochia!,  and  other  difcharges, 
went  on  remarkably  well.  In  three  or 
or  four  days,  in  confequence  of  the  diffe- 
rent evacuations,  fhe  was  gradually  redu- 
ced to  her  ufual  fize  and  fhape.  She  re- 
covered from  her  in-lying  very  well ;  but, 

in 
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in  about  a  twelvemonth  or  two  after,  be- 
ing-attacked with  different  complaints,  the 
fwelling  began  to  appear  again,  and  con- 
tinued to  increafe  till  her  death,  which 
happened  about  three  years  and  an  half  from 
the  time  of  her  delivery. 


CASE         XL 

About  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  was 
called  one  morning  to  a  woman  in  la- 
bour; but,  as  I  could  not  promife  to  attend 
on  her  during  her  recovery,  being  obliged, 
by  a  pre-engagement,  to  go  to  the  coun- 
try that  morning,  I  declined  feeing  her, 
till  being  fent  for  a  fecond  time,  and  in- 
formed that  the  child  was  born,  but  that 
the  midwife  ftill  wanted  farther  affiftance, 
I  concluded  it  was  only  to  feparate  the 
placenta.  Upon  entering  the  room,  I  was 
not  a  little  mocked  at  the  quantity  of  blood 
with  which  the  floor  was  fwimming,  but  ftill 
mdre  fo  when,  upon  examination,  I  found 
the  uterus  inverted,   and  lying  upon  the 

I  i  i  bed, 
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bed,  with  the  placenta  ftill  adhering  to  it. 
They  had,  for  fecurity,  fent  to  feveral  other 
gentlemen  of  the  profeffion.  About  a  mi- 
nute after  I  went  in,  the  fmall  portion  of 
the  placenta  which  had  ftill  adhered  to  the 
womb  feparated.  The  people  around  her 
were  in  fuch  confufion,  that  I  could  receive 
no  aid  or  affiftance  from  them ;  but,  lucki- 
ly, the  late  Doctor  Maitland,  and  Dr  John 
Aitken,  came  in.  Do&or  Aitken  reduced 
the  womb  within  the  vagina,  and,  my  arm 
being  naked,  it  was  replaced ;  but  me  fell 
into  a  fainting  fit,  and  expired  in  about 
three  minutes  after  % 

As  I  was  obliged  to  fet  off  for  the  coun- 
try immediately,  I  was  not  prefent  at  the 
examination  of  the  body,  which  was  done 

the 

*  My  hands  having  been  weaned  out  by  previous 
fatigue  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  morning,  prevented  me, 
unajjifted,  from  making  any  attempt  to  reduce  it,  until 
the  gentlemen  above  mentioned  came  in,  when  the  cafe 
terminated  as  above  related,  and  which  has  furnifhed  the 
foundation  of  Br  Aitken 's  account  of  this  cafe  in  his  late 
publication.     The  above,  however,  is  the  fact. 

P.  S.  This  note  was  added  in  confequence  of  Dr 
Aitken's  laft  publication,  the  reft  being  written  long  before, 


APPENDIX. 


435 


the  next  day  by  Doctor  Aitken,  who  found 
that  the  uterus  could  be  brought  out  and 
replaced  at  pleaiure,  as  I  was  afterwards 
informed  by  him. 

The  midwife,  in  her  own  defence,  faid, 
that  fhe  ufed  no  violence  in  the  extraction, 
and  that  the  woman,  immediately  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  was  feized  with  a  ftrong 
pain,  which  fhe  imagined  to  be  owing  to 
the  placenta  coming  off;  to  affift  which,  fhe 
laid  hold  of  the  cord,  and  attempted  the 
extraction  in  the  ufual  way,  when  fhe 
found  the  placenta  and  uterus  come  down 
together.  I  fhould  be  a  little  fcrupulous 
in  crediting  this  account,  though,  indeed, 
fuch  an  accident  might  take  place;  but  I 
am  fully  convinced,  that,  for  once  that  it 
happens  in  this  way,  it  is  found  to  be  ow- 
ing to  the  rafhnefs  of  the  operator,  in  the 
proportion  of  an  hundred  to  one. 

CASE         XII. 

I  was  called  one  evening  to  a  woman 
who  had  been  troubled  with  trifling  pains 

moll 


436  APPENDIX. 

moft  part  of  the  afternoon.  As  the  deliver 
ry  did  not  appear  to  be  near  at  hand,  hal- 
ving ordered  her  an  injedion,  and  an  ano- 
dyne draught,  I  left  her ;  but  was  fent  for 
again  about  four  in  the  morning,  and  de- 
livered her  in  about  ten  minutes  after  of  a 
fine  child.  The  placenta  not  coming  off  in 
the  courfe  of  two  hours,  I  attempted  to  de- 
tach it  from  the  uterus ;  but,  as  it  was  firm- 
ly fixed,  and  fhe  had  no  flooding,  1  left  it 
to  Nature.  The  next  day  fhe  was  reftlefs 
from  grinding  pains  ;  and  the  third  day, 
being  feized  with  ftrong  labour,  and  a  flight 
flooding,  the  placenta  was  forced  off  by  the 
fourth  or  fifth  pain,  and  fhe  recovered  very 
well. 

CASE         XIII. 

^  February  1 769.  I  was  called  in  the  af- 
ternoon to  a  woman  in  labour ;  the  orifice 
of  the  womb  had  been  dilated  for  two 
days,  but  the  membranes  ftill  remained  un- 
broke,  though  protruding,  during  each  pain, 

through 


APPENDIX. 


437 


through  the  external  parts.  Upon  exa- 
mining her  in  the  interval  between  the 
pains,  finding  the  head  at  no  great  di- 
ftance,  and,  as  her  labour  was  ftrong,  I 
broke  the  membranes,  and  fhe  was  imme- 
diately, 1  might  have  faid  inftantaneoufly, 
delivered,  the  child  and  waters  coming  off 
at  one  and  the  fame  time. 


CASE         XIV. 

July  4.  1769.  This  morning,  about 
five  o'clock,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  woman  in 
labour.  She  had  been  complaining  all 
Sunday,  and,  on  Monday  morning,  about 
four  o'clock,  the  membranes  broke:  Her 
midwife  came  about  eight,  when  fhe  found 
the  head  pretty  far  advanced,  and  the  os 
internum  quite  dilated.  Things  continued 
in  the  fame  pofture  all  Monday,  and  all 
night.  When  I  was  fent  for,  I  found  the 
head  pretty  far  advanced  in  the  pelvis, 
but  the  hollow  of  ths  os  facrum  was  not 

filled 
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filled  up.  The  middle  of  one  of  the  pari- 
etical  bones  prefented ;  her  ftrength  was 
good;  fhe  had  been  blooded  the  evening 
before ;  and  this  was  her  eight  child. 

As  fhe  had  taken  moft  of  her  pains  ei- 
ther lying  or  fitting,  I  changed  the  pofi- 
tion,  by  putting  her  upon  her  knees,  with 
her  head  and  moulders  low.  In  this  fx- 
tuation  the  fundus  uteri  becoming  depen- 
dent, the  internal  orifice  and  head  were 
brought  more  into  the  centre  of  the  pelvis; 
and,  as  the  principal  obftacle  was  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  child's  head  upon  the  pubis,  I 
introduced  two  fingers,  and,  during  each 
pain,  prefled  it  geatly  towards  the  facrum. 
The  good  eflfe&s  of  this  were  apparent  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  pains ;  and,  be- 
fore feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fhe  was 
delivered  of  a  fine  boy.  The  head  was 
very  much  out  of  fhape  at  firft,  and  the 
placenta  was  longer  than  common  in  co- 
ming off. 

July  5.  This  morning  both  mother  and 
child  were  in  a  fine  way. 

The 
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The  child's  head  is  now  come  to  its  na- 
tural fhape,  no  rubbing  up  or  moulding  it 
being  allowed,  and  the  head  drefs  only  fo 
tight  as  to  prevent  its  fhifting  off. 

CASE         XV. 

O&ober  20.  1769,  About  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening  I  had  a  meflage  from  a 
midwife  to  fee  Mrs  C— ,  a  young  mar- 
ried lady,  about  24  years  of  age,  in  labour 
of  her  firft  child.  She  had  been  bad  fince 
yefterday;  her  pains  had  been  violently 
ftrong  ;  and  the  membranes  had  broke  a- 
bout  fix  this  evening.  Upon  their  break- 
ing, the  head,  which  had  advanced  along 
with  them  to  the  external  parts,  ftopt  fhort. 
Her  ftrength  and  pains  (till  continued  good; 
and  fhe  had  got  an  injection  and  an  ano- 
dyne draught  before  I  faw  her. 

Upon  examining  her,  I  found  the  head 
of  the  child  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  al- 
moft  to  the  external  parts,  only  that  the 
back  part  of  the  pelvis  was  not  filled  up,  as 
the  head  lay  very  obliquely. 

About 
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About  ten  o'clock  it  advanced  fo  far  as 
to  begin  to  fill  the  perinaeum,  and  to  make 
all  prefenr  look  for  her  delivery  as  the 
confequence  of  each  pain ;  but,  whenever 
the  pain  ceafed,  the  head  retracted  almoft 
as  far  as  1  found  it  when  firft  fent  for.  As 
its  refting  much  on  the  pubis  feemed  one 
considerable  caufe  of  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
labour,  I  ufed  the  fame  precautions  as  in 
the  former  cafe,  by  putting  her  upon  her 
knees,  and  gently  prefling  the  head  from 
the  pubis  towards  the  facrum  during  the 
pains.  She  complained  very  much  of  the 
perinaeum  being  fo  tender  as  to  make  her 
cry  out  whenever  it  was  touched,  however 
flightly.  It  remained  fo  long  upon  the 
ftretch  that  I  was  afraid  of  a  laceration, 
but  which,  luckily,  did  not  take  place. 
About  half  an  hour  paft  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  fhe  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon, 
The  placenta  was  above  half  an  hour  of 
coming  away.  She  never  had  the  leaft 
complaint  during  the  time  of  her  recovery. 
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CASE        XVI. 

March  15.  1 77 1.  I  was  fent  for  this 
evening  to  a  woman  in  labour  of  her  firft 
child.  Upon  examining,  I  at  firll  thought 
the  child's  head  was  at  the  external  parts ; 
but,  upon  a  more  accurate  examination,  I 
found  not  only  the  waters,  but  the  uterus 
itfelf,  between  my  finger  and  the  child. 
What  difficulted  me  mod  was,  that  I  could 
not  find  the  leaft  mark  by  which  I  could 
judge  where  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was. 
At  laft,  being  much  afraid  that  the  uterus 
would  come  down  too  far  before  the  head, 
I  preffed  the  point  of  my  finger  pretty 
^rmly  againft  the  tumour,  and  a  pain  co- 
ming on,  the  orifice  all  at  once  opened;  du- 
ring the  next  pain  the  membranes  broke; 
and,  by  the  one  following,  fhe  was  deliver- 
ed of  a  fon.  The  child's  face  was  to  the 
pubis,  and  fhe  had  been  twenty-four  hours 
in  hard  labour. 

Kkk  N.  B, 
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N.  B.  This  patient  had  the  longeft  and 
largeft  clitoris  I  ever  faw.  in  this  country. 


CASE         XVII. 

I  wras  fent  for  one  morning  to  fee  a  wo- 
man who  was  in  a  lingering  way  ;    but,  as 
every   thing   was   fair,    though    the   pains 
weak,  I  left  her,  after  leaving  fome  direc- 
tions with  her  midwife.     The  next  day  I 
*  was  again  fent  for,  and  the  meffenger  told 
me,   that  the  child's  head  had  been  born 
more  than  half  an  hour  before  me  was  de- 
fpatched.     It  was  another  hour,   or  more, 
before  I  could  reach  the  place,  wThich  was 
nearly  a  mil-e  and  an  half  diftant.     I  found 
the  head  born,  but  the  moulders  flicking. 
The  head  was  much  fwelled,  in  fo  far  that  I 
could  not  properly  grafp  it,  my  hands  being 
naturally  fmall.    At  that  time,  unacquaint- 
ed wTith  the  improvements  fince  made  by 
Mr  Charles  White,  I  applied  a  foft  cam- 
brick  handkerchief  under  the  chin  of  the 

child5 
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child,  the  two  ends  of  which  were  brought 
to  meet  at  the  vertex,  and  given  to  the 
midwife,  in  order  to  affift  me  in  the  ex- 
traction; with  a  view  of  facilitating  which, 
I  endeavoured  to  introduce  one  finger  over 
the  moulder,  fo  as  to  get  it  into  the  arm- 
pit, and  ufe  it  as  a  blunt  hook,  when  I  was 
agreeably  furprifed  by  finding  the  moulder 
flip  from  that  part  of  the  pelvis  where  it 
was  relting,  and  with  very  little  exertion 
the  child  was  brought  to  the  world.  I  am 
almoft  afhamed  to  fay,  that  the  reafon  of 
this  mode  of  facilitating  a  delivery  which 
had  been  fo  tedious,  did  not  occur  to 
me  until  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Mr 
White's  Treatife. 

From  the  time  that  the  child  had  re- 
mained in  the  birth,  fo  great  a  degree  of 
inflammation  took  place,  that  a  mortifica- 
tion enfued,  the  confequence  of  which  was 
a  jliilicidhim  utinae,  under  which  fhe  long 
laboured,  and,  though  rather  better,  is  full 
from  time  to  time  afflifted  with  it. 

CASE 

^<^~^iL4sn^fcd  £±  <km»++r  ^^^  U^^j  „^l^ 
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CASE        XVIII. 

February  6.  1770.  Yefterday  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  woman,  forne  miles  from  town, 
who  had  been  in  labour  fince  the  28th  of 
laft  month ;  her  pains,  though  very  fevere, 
made  no  progrefs.  I  faw  her,  for  the  firft 
time,  on  Sunday  the  4th  of  February, 
when  the  membranes  w^ere  only  newly 
broke.  She  was  ordered  to  be  bled  ;  and 
an  emollient  glyfter,  and  cordial  mixture, 
were  likewife  prefcribed.  She  is  a  veiy  ro- 
buft  mafculine  woman,  rather  refembling 
the  male  than  the  female  fex. 

I  heard  no  more  of  her  till  this  evening, 
Tuefday  the  6th,  when  they  told  me  that 
things  were  in  the  fame  fituation.  This,  up- 
on going  out,  I  found  to  be  the  cafe.  Her 
midwife  informed  me,  that  her  pains  had 
continued  ftill  the  fame,  being  remarkably 
.  ftrong,  but  without  effect.  After  putting 
lier  in  a  proper  pofition,  with  a  good  deal 
pi  difficulty  the  head  was  brought  down, 

by 
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by  means  of  the  forceps;  but  the  worft 
part  of  the  whole  was  to  difengage  the 
fhoulders.  All  the  different  efforts  were 
in  vain,  till  I  took  the  fame  method  as  in 
the  former  cafe,  by  which  means  fhe  was 
delivered.  The  child  was  very  large,  but 
had  been  dead  for  feveral  days,  which  was 
vifible  by  the  eafy  feparation  of  the  cuticu- 
la,  and  the  morbid  appearance  of  the  cord 
and  placenta,  which  were  quite  rotten.  To 
bring  off  the  laft,  I  was  obliged  to  intro- 
duce my  hand;  and,  in  doing  this,  Tex- 
amined  the  fhape  of  the  pelvis,  which  I 
can  compare  to  nothing  nearer  than  the 
fpot  of  clubs  upon  playing  cards.  The 
os  facrum  proje£ting  inwards,  and  each  of 
the  offa  innominata,  at  the  acetabula,  forced 
backwards  and  inwards,  in  fo  far  that,  in 
this  cafe,  there  were  no  lefs  than  three 
projections,  one  of  the  facrum,  and  ano- 
ther of  each  of  the  offa  innominata  inwards. 
There  were  likewife  three  cavities,  one  to- 
wards ^ach  ilium,  and  the  other  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  under  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubis.  She 
had  a  very  happy  recovery. 


CASE        XIX. 

November  20.  1771.  I  was  called  to  a 
woman  who  had  been  bad  from  the  1 7th. 
Her  pains  went  off  laft  night  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  continued  fo  till  twelve  this  day.  As 
the  head  was  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  and  a 
eonfiderable  fwelling  upon  the  parts  had 
taken  place,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  af- 
fift  her  by  means  of  the  forceps,  and  with 
them  delivered  her  of  a  fine  boy.  She  re- 
covered very  well. 


C    A    S     E        XX. 

I  vifited  a  woman  in  the  Cowgate,  in 
labour  of  her  firft  child ;  the  pelvis  was 
narrow,  and  the  child's  head  large  ;  the 
membranes  were  broke,  and  the  orifice  of 

the 
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the  womb  perfe&ly  dilated  thirty-fix  hours 
before  I  faw  her.  I  ordered  her  fome  cor- 
dials ;  and  as,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  hours 
that  I  waited  upon  her,  the  labour  did  not 
advance  in  the  leaft,  and  her  ftrength  ra- 
ther feemed  to  fail,  I  delivered  her,  with 
the  forceps,  of  a  very  large  boy.  The  mo- 
ther had  a  fine  recovery,  and  the  child 
throve  remarkably  well. 


CASE         XXL 

1768.  A  woman  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Edinburgh,  who  had  had  feveral  chil- 
dren before,  was  attacked  with  the  ufual 
fymptoms  of  labour  in  the  evening:  She 
continued  badly  all  that  night,  the  next 
day,  and  the  following  night.  On  the 
third  evening  I  was  fent  for.  Her  mid- 
wife told  me,  that  her  pains  had  left  her 
near  twelve  hours  before ;  and,  as  her 
ftrength  feemed  very  much  gone,  I  fet  a- 
bout  delivering  her  with  the  forceps,  which 

I 
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I  happily  accomplifhed  about  ten  o'clock. 
Both  the  child,  which  was  a  boy,  and  the 
mother,  did  well. 


CASE        XXII. 

November  23.  1769.  I  was  called  this 
morning  to  fee  a  gentlewoman  in  labour  of 
her  firft  child.  She  had  been  bad  fince  the 
20th.  Her  pains,  which  had  been  very  fe- 
vere  and  ftrong,  had  gradually  abated,  and 
were  now  quite  gone;  the  membranes  had 
been  broke  fince  laft  evening,  and  the  head 
was  advanced  into  the  middle  of  the  pel- 
vis ;  the  orifice  of  the  womb  was  quite  di- 
lated, and  the  meconium  was  coming  away 
in  great  quantities.  After  giving  her  a 
cordial,  with  a  view  of  fupporting  her 
ftrength,  and  bringing  back  her  pains,  {he 
fell  into  a  found  fleep  ;  but  as,  upon  her 
awakening,  her  labour  did  not  return,  but,  # 
on  the  contrary,  her  ftrength  feemed  ra- 
ther to  fail,  a  hand  was  introduced,  and 

the 
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the  head  was  found  refting  upon  the  os 
pubis,  with  the  face  turned  to  the  right 
ilium.  As  the  pelvis  was  narrow,  one  of 
the  blades  of  the  forceps  was  applied  be- 
twixt the  head  and  the  pubis,  and,  by 
gently  pulling  by  it,  in  a  direction  a  little 
downwards  and  backwards,  the  head  fol- 
lowed, and  the  woman  was  fafely  deliver- 
ed *.  I  was  afTifted  in  this  by  fome  flight 
pains  brought  on  by  the  irritation  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  introduction  of  my  hand. 
The  body  followed  eafily,  and  the  placet!^ 
ta  came  off  in  about  half  an  hour. 


CASE         XXIII. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  cafe 
where  a  child  was  born  labouring  under 
the  hydrocephalus,  but  where  the  difeafe 
was  not  fo  far  advanced,    at  the  time   of 

L  1  1  birth, 

*  In  Mr  GifFard's  Cafes,  tliorc,  out  of  225,  he  de- 
livered 59  with  the  forceps,  and  of  thefe  29  with  one 
Angle  blade. 
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birth,  as  to  retard  the  delivery.  When  it 
was  about  four  months  old,  it  was  vifited 
by  the  late  Doctor  Young,  and  Mr  John 
Balfour  furgeon,  in  company  with  whom  I 
jSrft  faw  the  child.  The  head  was  remarkab- 
ly diftended,  the  eyes  forced  almoft  out  of 
their  fockets,  and  the  child  lay,  in  general, 
rather  in  a  comatofe  ftate,  though  fubject, 
from  time  to  time,  to  convulfion  fits.  In 
order  to  relieve  the  brain  from, the  com- 
preffion  occafioned  by  the  collection  of 
water  within  the  head,  a  puncture  was 
propofed,  but  pofitively  rejected  by  the 
parents.  When  about  nine  months  old  it 
died.  I  was  prefent  at  its  being  opened  by 
Mr  Balfour,  along  with  Doctor  Young,  and 
meafured  the  head  before  any  perforation 
was  made  into  it,  and  found  the  dimenfions 
to  be  as  follows :  From  the  upper  part  of 
one  ear  to  the  upper  part  of  the  other,  it 
meafured  15-  inches;  from  the  junction 
of  the  nofe  with  the  frontal  bone  to  the 
nap  of  the  neck,  19^  inches;  round  the 
head  23^  inches;  and,  upon  opening  it,  we 

found, 
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found,  by  meafurement,  that,  independent 
of  fome  accidentally  fpilt,  feven  Englifh 
pints  of  water  had  been  contained  within 
it.  The  fubftance  of  the  brain  was  diflfol- 
ved,  the  dura  and  pia  mater  confiderably 
thickened  and  inflamed,  the  cerebellum  re- 
mained pretty  entire,  though  a  confiderable 
degree  of  inflammation  had  likewife  affected 
the  membranes  furrounding  it. 


CASE         XXIV. 

There  was  another  cafe  which  1  had  an 
opportunity  likewife  of  feeing,  where  the 
child  died  younger,  and  where,  in  confe- 
quence  of  being  hurried  in  the  opening  of 
it,  the  menfuration  of  the  head  was  not  ta- 
ken fo  particularly  as  could  have  been 
wifhed.  It  died  when  about  four  months 
and  one  week  old,  and  the  head  contained 
about  feven  and  one-half  Englifh  pints  of 
water. 

CASE 
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CASE         XXV. 

January  12.  1760.  This  evening,  about, 
feven  o'clock,  I  was  called  to  affift  a  young 
woman  in  labour  of  her  fir  ft  child.  She 
had  been  complaining  a  little  on  the  eighth, 
and,  on  the  ninth,  in  the  morning,  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  water  came  away, 
which  me  took  for  the  liquor  amnii,  fince 
which  lime  me  had  been  in  conftant  la- 
bour, though  without  the  child's  making 
any  progrefs  *. 

She  had  one  midwife  with  her  from  the 
beginning  of  her  labour  till  this  forenoon, 
when  her  relations  propofed  to  call  in  an- 
other.    A   meffage  being  accordingly   de- 

fpatched, 

*  Sometimes  there  is  a  collection  of  waters,  which 
burft  and  come  off  a  confiderable  time  before  the  woman 
is  in  actual  labour.  When  the  real  pains  come  on,  the 
membranes  are,  however,  found  turgid,  they  break,  and 
the  delivery  proceeds  as  ufual.  Where,  or  how,  thefe 
waters  are  collected,  is  a  point  not  pofitively  determined, 
but,  moil  commonly,  are  fuppofed  to  be  lodged  between 
the  membranes  and  womb. 
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fpatched,  the  firft  midwife  hearing  of  it,  fet 
herfelf  to  work,  with  a  view  of  accom- 
plishing the  delivery  before  the  other  could 
poffibly  arrive.  This  ihe  endeavoured  to 
do  by  forcibly  ftretching  the  parts,  the  ef- 
fects of  which  were,  the  bringing  on  a  high 
degree  of  inflammation  and  fwelling  upon 
the  parts.  When  the  other  midwife  came, 
me,  finding  the  os  internum  quite  dilated, 
and  the  membranes  full,  broke  them.  The 
head  was  now  felt  towards  the  pubis,  where 
it  continued  till  I  faw  her.  I  found  the 
right  labium  pudendi  very  much  fwelled, 
with  a  conliderable  heat  and  drynefs  in  the 
vagina,  and  the  head  feemingly  very  near 
being  delivered. 

I  delayed  doing  any  thing  for  fome  time, 
till  her  pains,  which  had  all  along  been 
very  ftrong,  began  at  laft  to  abate,  and  the 
fwelling  of  the  parts  increafed  fo  much  as 
to  render  it  difficult  to  examine  the  por- 
tion of  the  head. 

The  fwelling  being  livid,  and  her  ftrength 
in  danger  of  failing,  1  introduced  my  hand, 

and 
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and  endeavoured  to  find  out  the  ears,  with 
a  view  of  applying  the  forceps.  In  doing 
this,  I  found  that  the  head  was  refting  on, 
and  wedged  betwixt  the  facrum  and  pubis, 
where  the  conftriftion  was  fo  great  as  to 
render  it  impoffible  for  the  head  to  pafs. 
The  forceps,  however,  were  firft  tried,  and 
that  repeatedly, but  without  fuccefs:  Neceffi- 
ty  obliged  me  then  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
fciflars  and  crotchet;  and,  even  after  di- 
minishing the  fize  of  the  head,  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  that  the  child  could 
be  extra&ed.  The  placenta  followed 
(juickly. 

The  child  and  placenta  amounted  to  a- 
bout  fixteen  pounds  Dutch  weight,  and  the 
child  meafured,  when  lying  on  its  back, 
not  fully  ftretched,  twenty-four  inches  in 
length ;  crofs  the  moulders  it  was  full  fe- 
ven  inches  and  a  half;  and  the  head  being 
filled  with  a  little  cotton,  to  make  up  for 
the  want  of  the  cerebrum,  was  found  to  be 
nearly   fourteen  inches   in  circumference. 

The 
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The  mother  was  a  very  {lender  made,  low 
fized  girl. 

Her  recovery  was  very  flow,  owing  to 
the  prodigious  fwelling  of  the  external 
parts,  and  a  very  copious  difcharge  of  mat- 
ter from  the  vagina,  with  excoriations  of 
the  pudenda  ;  but,  by  cautious  manage^- 
ment,  fhe  was  perfectly  recovered  in  the 
courfe  of  a  month. 


CASE         XXVI. 

November  30.  1774.  About  five  o'clock 
this  morning  I  was  called  to  fee  a  woman 
who  had  been  for  a  confiderable  time  in 
labour.  Doctor  Young  had  feen  her  the 
evening  before,  a  circumftance  which  was 
carefully  kept  up  from  me.  She  was  fit- 
ting up  when  I  firft  faw  her,  and  even  able 
to  walk  a  little  crofs  the  room.  There  was 
nothing  in  her  fhape  that  could  have  led 
any  one  to  fufpedl  that  there  was  fuch  a 
degree  of  deformity  in  the  pelvis  as  I  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  found.  The  midwife  informed 
me,  that  there  had  been  no  alteration  in 
the  fituation  of  the  child's  head  for  thirty- 
fix  hours,  during  all  which  time  it  had 
continued  firmly  wedged  in  the  bones  of 
the  pelvis.  Upon  examining,  I  found  that 
the  bones  of  the  head  overlopped  each  o- 
ther  very  much,  that  the  fcalp  was  greatly 
fwelled,  and  the  pelvis  remarkably  narrow. 
Her  labour  pains  had  gone  off  entirely, 
and  there  was  no  appearance  of  their  re- 
turn. 

I  attempted  to  apply  the  forceps ;  but, 
though  I  could  introduce  each  blade  fepa- 
rately,  yet  they  could  not  be  brought  to 
lock  fo  as  to  have  a  proper  hold  of  the 
head  of  the  child.  I  accidentally  now  found 
out  that  Doftor  Young  had  feen  her  be- 
fore, and  therefore  infifted  on  his  being 
fent  for  again,  and,  in  the  interim,  caufed 
her  to  be  bled. 

According  to  appointment  I  met  Doclor 
Young  there  in  the  evening,  and  both  he 
and  I  made  another  unfuccefsful  attempt 

to 
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to  deliver  her  by  means  of  the  forceps.  I 
then  proceeded  to  deliver  her  with  the  fcif- 
fars  and  crotchet ;  here,  as  in  the  former 
cafe,  it  was  a  difficult  tafk,  even  with  the 
afliitance  of  thefe  inftruments,  to  bring  a^* 
way  the  child.  The  placenta  was  inftant<- 
ly  forced  off  by  Nature,  after  which  a 
dreadful  flooding  enfued.  Cloths  dipped  in 
cold  fpring  water  and  vinegar  were  applied 
directly  to  the  external  parts  ;  and,  in  about 
half  an  hour,  the  flooding  was  reduced  fo 
far  within  bounds,  that  Doctor  Young  and 
I  thought  we  could  with  fafety  leave  her 
to  the  management  of  the  midwife.  /She 
recovered  very  {lowly,  and  was  long  fub- 
je£ted  to  floodings  from  time  to  time. 

Some  years  after  I  was  called  to  a  lifter 
of  the  fame  perfon,  who  was  likewife  ap- 
parently well  made,  but  where  the  fame 
difagreeable  mode  of  delivery  was  obliged 
to  be  employed,  owing  to  the  fame  caufes. 

The  refult  was  nearlv  the  fame. 

j 

Mrom  CASE 
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CASE        XXVII. 

December  21.  177 1.  I  was  fent  for  at 
fix  o'clock  this  evening  to  fee  a  woman 
who  had  been  in  labour  fince  morning. 
Her  midwife  had  difcovered,  through  the 
unhroke  membranes,  that  the  child  was 
coming  in  a  preternatural  direction  :  This 
I  found  to  be  the  cafe  ;  and,  as  the  orifice 
was  perfectly  dilated,  I,  introducing  my 
hand,  broke  the  membranes,  faving  the 
water,  and,  by  this  means,  got  the  feet 
with  the  greater!:  eafe,  in  fo  far  that  fhe 
was  delivered  of  a  fine  child  in  lefs  than, 
five  minutes  from  the  time  I  began. 


C    AS     E        XXVIII. 

I  was  raifed  one  night  to  fee  a  woman 
who  had  been  in  hard  labour  for  about 
thirty  hours. 

Upon 
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Upon  going  into  the  room,  the  midwife 
told  me  that  the  child  was  coming  double, 
and,  with  an  air  of  importance,  added, 
that  it  was  a  girl,  having  found  fo  by 
difcovering  the  parts  of  generation.  She 
acknowledged  likewife,  that,  though  the 
pains  were  remarkably  ftrong,  the  child 
had  not  advanced  in  the  leaft  during  the 
fpace  of  eighteen  or  twenty  hours.  Upon 
examining  with  the  linger,  I  found  the 
child  preferring  with  the  breech,  its  fore- 
parts being  turned  to  the  belly  of  the  mo- 
ther. One  thing  furprifed  me  not  a  little, 
which  was  a  fwelling  of  the  labia  pudendi 
of  the  child,  and  that,  when  I  withdrew 
my  finger,  it  was  ftained  with  blood,  tho' 
there  was  no  flooding,  nor  the  leaft  ten- 
dency to  it,  about  the  mother.  I  attempt- 
ed, when  me  was  lying  on  her  back,  to 
raife  the  child,  fo  as  to  reach  the  feet,  but 
in  vain,  till  I  put  her  upon  her  knees  and 
elbows,  when,  with  the  greateft  facility, 
I  raifed  the  child,  and  laid  hold  of,  and 
brought  down  its  feet.     When  they  were 

fairly 
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fairly  in  the  vagina  I  fecured  them  with  a 
noofe,  and  then  turned  the  woman  upon 
her  back,  and  finifhed  the  delivery  as  in 
any  ordinary  footling  cafe. 

Upon  examining  the  body  of  the  child,  I 
found  the  labia  pudendi  much  fwollen  and 
livid :  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  pofi- 
tion  in  which  it  prefented,  but  more  fo  to 
the  rafhnefs  of  the  midwife,  who  had  for- 
ced her  finger  up  the  vagina  of  the  child, 
and  tore  the  hymen,  from  whence  the 
blood  formerly  mentioned  proceeded ;  and 
fo  much  were  the  parts  injured,  that,  in  a 
few  days,  mortified  floughs  were  thrown 
off  from  the  infide  of  each  of  the  labia ; 
the  child,  however,  recovered. 


CASE         XXIX. 

June  4.  1767.  This  afternoon  I  was 
called  upon  to  fee  a  woman  who  had  been 
in  labour  from  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
which  was  attended  with  a  flooding.     As 

the 
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the  feet  were  difcovered,  I  immediately  at- 
tempted to  deliver  her :  But,  after  putting 
her  in  a  proper  fituation  for  that  purpofe, 
I  found  that  the  lower  extremities  would 
not  come  down.  A  noofe  was  thrown  o- 
ver  them;  and,  upon  introducing  my  hand, 
I  felt  the  umbilical  cord,  without  pulfation, 
fo  low  down  as  the  middle  of  the  leg;  and, 
paffing  the  hand  a  little  farther,  the  hands 
and  head  of  the  child  were  found  refting 
in  the  hollow  of  the  right  os  ilium.  After 
different  and  repeated  trials  to  pufh  up  the 
fuperior  parts  of  the  child,  I  made  her  turn 
to  her  knees,  and  then,  with  confiderable 
eafe,  delivered  her.  The  child  was  dead, 
but  the  mother  recovered  remarkably  well. 


CASE        XXX. 

November  29.  1768.  I  was  two  days 
ago  lent  for  to  fee  a  woman  who  was  come 
to  her  full  time,  but  her  pains  were  very 
trifling.  They  gradually  increafed  in  ftrength, 

and 
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and  her  midwife,  upon  finding  fome  of  the 
extremities  when  the  membranes  broke, 
fent  for  me  again.  Upon  examination,  I 
found  the  head,  feet,  and  hands  of  the  child 
prefenting.  I  laid  hold  on  the  feet,  and, 
pulling  them  down,  the  head  and  arms 
went  back  of  their  own  accord,  and  fhe 
was  fpeedily  delivered.  The  child  was 
dead. 

She  imputed  this  misfortune  to  having 
had  an  outcaft  with  one  of  her  neighbours 
in  the  month  of  May,  when  fhe  was  be- 
tween two  and  three  months  gone  with 
child,  and  which  ended  in  blows;  and,  be- 
ing fubjedt  to  hyfterical  complaints,  her 
paffion  threw  her  into  convulfions,  and  fhe 
became  delirious.  In  two  days,  however, 
fhe  recovered,  but  continued  in  a  valetudi- 
nary ftate  of  health  till  fhe  was  delivered. 


CASE 
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CASE        XXXI. 

June  14.  1769.  This  evening,  at  nine 
o'clock,  I  got  a  meflage  to  fee  a  woman 
who  had,  four  years  ago,  been  delivered  of 
her  firft  child  with  inftruments.  She  was 
now  in  labour  of  her  fecond  child.  Her 
pains  came  on  the  forenoon  of  the  I3th? 
about  nine,  and  the  membranes  broke  a- 
bout  ten  o'clock.  When  I  faw  her,  me 
had  been  about  thirty-fix  hours  in  labour* 
The  firft  thing  I  difcovered,  upon  exami- 
nation, was  the  umbilical  cord  in  the  vagi- 
na, but  without  any  pulfation.  This  I  at- 
tempted to  reduce,  but  found  it  impoflible, 
owing  to  its  being  ftrongly  wedged  be- 
tween the  head  and  os  pubis,  which  jetted 
inwards  confiderably.  The  orifice  of  the 
womb  was  well  dilated,  and  the  head  was 
felt  refting  upon  the  anterior  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  a  little  towards  the  right  fide,  and 
her  pains  were  remarkably  ftrong.  Ha- 
ving failed  in  reducing  the  cord,  the  next 

attempt 
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attempt  was  to  bring  the  head  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  pelvis,  hoping  that  the  ftrength 
of  the  pains  would  either  fpeedily  force  off 
the  child,  or,  at  leaft,  bring  it  fa*  low  as  to 
allow  the  forceps  to  be  applied.  In  en- 
deavouring to  do  this,  fhe  being  put  upon 
her  knees,  I  found  a  void  fpace  on  one  fide 
of  the  pelvis,  through  which,  introducing 
my  hand  pafc  the  head  of  the  child,  the 
hands  and  feet  were,  with  eafe,  Reached. 
One  foot  I  brought  down  fo  low  as  to 
throw  a  noofe  over  it.  The  child  was 
then  eafily  turned  ;  and  the  woman  being 
laid  again  upon  her  back,  the  body  of  the 
child  wa6  brought  down ;  but  it  coft  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  to  get  down  the  arms.  As 
to  the  head,  as  it  was  lying  with  the  face 
to  the  left  fide  of  the  mother,  by  taking  the 
ufual  hold  at  the  fhoulders  of  the  child,  and 
introducing  a  finger  into  its  mouth,  it  was 
brought  off  with  the  greateR  facility.  The 
child  had  been  fame  time  dead,  as  was  vi- 
fible  by  the  eafy  feparation  of  the  fcarf 
ikin;  but,  though  the  child  had  been  in 

life. 
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life,  and  ftrong,  when  the  mother  was  firft 
taken  bad,  the  length  of  time,  and  force 
with  which  the  cord  had  been  compiefTed 
by  the  head,  muft  have  proved  fatal  to  it. 
In  confequence  of  a  flooding  coming  on, 
it  was  neceffary  to  introduce  the  hand  to 
bring  off  the  placenta.  She  rofe  the  third 
day.    Jl  £*+&~i  o<si^f  u<rw^  uM  aJu*   fiTtlcs*^   l^/A^  l&/ 


In  fummer  1767,  I  was  called  to  fee  a 
woman  who  was  fo  fuddenly  taken  in  la- 
bour, that  the.  membranes  were  broke  be~ 
fore  her  midwife  could  get  to  her.  When 
ihe  came,  flie  found  an  extremity  in  the 
vagina ;  this,  upon  examination,  proved  to 
be  the  hand  and  arm,  and  fearching  a  little 
farther,  difcovered  likewife  the  umbilical 
cord;  fhe  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  co- 
ming down  of  either  till  I  ihould  fee  the  pa- 
tient. Upon  my  being  called,  I  found  that 
Ihe  had  given  me  a  very  juft  ftate  of  the 

N  n  n  cafe, 
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cafe,  as  the  hand  was  in  the  vagina,  and 
the  umbilical  cord,  at  the  fame  time,  was 
coming  through   the  os  uteri,  which  was 
well  dilated,   and  there  was  a  ftrong  pulfa- 
tion  both  in  the  cord  and  wrift.     I  intro^ 
duced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and,  in  the 
interval  between  the  pains,  reduced  both  the 
arm  and  cord ;  but,  as  I  found  they  were  like 
to  return  again  upon  my  withdrawing  my 
hand,    I    therefore    continued    to    fupport 
them  till  fuch  time  as,   by  the  ftrength  of 
the  pains,  the  child's  head  was  fo  far  for- 
ced down  as  to  prevent  any  danger  of  their 
returning;  the  happy  confequence  of  which 
was,  that  (he  was  delivered  of  a  live  child 
in  about  half  an  hour  after.     Both  mother 
and  child  did  well. 


C     A     S     E         XXXIII. 

January  24.  1769.  A  midwife  of  this 
place  fent  for  me  in  a  very  great  hurry  to 
iee  a  woman  in  labour,  where  the  arm  was 

preferring* 

i  O 
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prefenting*     The  patient  was  naturally  a 
little  difordered  in  her  fenfes,  and,  having 
been    accidentally    left   alone    for  a   fhort 
time,  in  confeqiience  of  the  fuddennefs  of 
her  being  taken  bad,  and   her  labour  not 
being   looked  for  till  a  month   after,  fhe> 
having  laid  hold  of  a  bottle  of  fpirits,   had 
made  fo  good  ufe  of  her  time,  that,  before 
either  the  midwife  or  I  could  fee  her^  fhe 
was   perfectly    drunk,   and,  confequently, 
very  unmanageable*     At  laft,  having  got 
her  laid  in  a  proper  pofitioil,  upon  exami- 
ning the  fituation  of  the  child }  it  was  found 
impracticable  to  reduce  the  arm,  and  bring 
the  head  into  the  birth;   for  which  reafon 
an  attempt  was  made  to  pufh  up  the  head 
and  fhoulders  of  the  child  towards  the  fun- 
dus uteri,  which  fucceeding,  the  arm  re- 
tracted like  wife,  and  the  feet  being  iboa 
found,   fhe  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child^ 
in  fo  putrid  a  flate,  that  the  fmell  of  it  was 
almoft  infupportable.     In  fpite  of  her  in- 
toxication, fhe  was  well,   and  up  the  third 
day^ 
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CASE        XXXIV. 

February  1779.  I  attended,  along  with 
t)r  Alexander  Hamilton,  a  woman  where 
both  arms  prefented,  and  were  confidera- 
bly  advanced  through  the  parts.  Every 
pofture  was  tried  for  the  patient,  and  every 
different  mean  of  delivery  that  could  be 
thought  of  attempted.  The  feet  could  not 
be  reached,  owing  to  the  particular  fitua- 
tion  of  the  child,  which  was  a  very  re- 
markable one.  Both  the  arms  were  in  the 
vagina,  the  breaft  refting  upon  the  upper 
part  of  the  facrum,  and  the  chin  upon  that 
of  the  pubis,  with  the  face  to  the  belly  of 
the  mother;  the  legs  were  bent  backwards, 
fo  that  the  fo'Ies  of  the  feet  were  nearly 
applied  to  the  crown  of  the  head.  This 
pofition  we  fufpecled,  though  we  were  not 
pofitive  of  it  till  the  arms  were  taken  off, 
an  operation  which  was  found  to  be  abfo** 
lu.tely  necelTary,  as  the  parts  of  the  mother^ 
from  the   long  continued   pieflure  of  the 

child* 
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child,  and  the  different  efforts  employed  to 
deliver  her,  were  remarkably  fwelled;  and, 
as  there  had  been  no  pulfation  for  fome 
hours  either  in  the  wrifts  or  breaft  of  the 
child*  we  the  lefs  hefitated  in  doing  this. 
The  arms  being  removed,  the  fituation  of 
the  child  was  found  to  be  as  already  de- 
fcribed ;  but,  though  the  arms  were  taken 
off,  it  continued  ftill  fo  much  wedged  as  to 
render  it  impoffible  to  turn  it  in  the  ufual 
way.  This  made  it  neceflary  to  deliver 
her  by  means  of  the  crotchet,  the  point  of 
which  was  introduced  below  the  fternum 
of  the  child.  By  pulling  at  this,  the  low- 
er extremities  were  brought  a  little  round, 
and  fo  near,  that  they  were  eafily  laid 
hold  of,  and  *the  delivery  foon  finifhed. 
The  woman  recovered,  and  was  up  in 
three  or  four  days, 


CASE 
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CASE        XXXV. 

October  1772.  One  morning  about  one 
o'clock,  I  was  fent  for  to  fee  a  woman, 
where  the  midwife  having  found  one  of 
the  hands  in  the  vagina  occafioned  her  afk-^ 
ing  aid. 

I  found  the  pains  remarkably  ftrong* 
and  the  hand  forced  more  and  more  down; 
the  internal  orifice  was  well  dilated  ;  and, 
as  the  other  arm  feemed  like  to  follow,  I 
laid  her  in  a  pofition  proper  for  delivering 
her.  It  was  in  vain.  We  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  her  hufband  to  retire  ;  and,  as 
there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  I  introduced 
my  hand,  and  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  get 
both  arms  within  the  orifice  of  the  womb, 
and  was  very  near  reaching  the  feet,  with- 
out any  doubt  of  delivering  her,  as  both 
mother  and  child  were  ftrong  and  lively ; 
but,  upon  her  complaining  of  pain,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  the  irritation  occa- 
fioned by  my  hand,  at  the  fame  time  that 

her 
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her  labour  pains  ftill  continued  ftrong,  I 
was  fuddenly  interrupted  by  her  hufband, 
who  forcibly  pulled  me  from  the  bedfide. 
By  this  means  I  loft  all  the  advantages  al- 
ready gained.  The  midwife,  and  all  a- 
round,  again  entreated  him  to  retire,  but 
without  any  efFed ;  only,  as  he  promifed 
not  to  come  near  the  bedfide,  I  attempted 
once  more  to  begin  the  redu&ion  of  the 
arms,  which  was  now  found  to  be  a  more 
difficult  talk  than  at  firft ;  becaufe,  in.con- 
fequence  of  my  being  laid  hold  on  by  the 
hufband,  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  my 
hand  fuddenly,  and  the  parts,  from  the  in*- 
trodu£tion  of  my  hand,  being  more  relax- 
ed and  dilated  than  before,  both  the  arms  and 
the  umbilical  cord  had  come  down  into 
the  birth.  The  labour  pains  were  fo  re- 
markably ftrong,  that  the  breaft  of  the 
child  was  violently  forced  down  into  the 
fuperior  opening  of  the  pelvis. 

The  umbilical   cord  was  replaced,  and 
ftill   there   were  hopes    of  fucceeding   in 
turning  the  child,  when  I  was  again  inter- 
rupted 
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rupted  by  a  cry  from  the  midwife,  and, 
looking  about,  faw  the  hufband  with  a 
weapon  in  his  hand  (landing  over  me:  This 
was  occafioned  by  his  wife  being  feized 
with  a  labour  pain  juft  as  I  had  reached 
the  feet.  In  this  fituatien,  finding  it  was 
needlefs  to  attempt  doing  any  thing ;  and, 
as  he  appeared  perfectly  furious,  and  con- 
cluding him  to  be  either  mad  or  drunk,  I 
left  the  houfe.  This  was  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning ;  betwixt  feven  and  eight 
he  called  upon  me  with  a  number  of  a- 
pologies;  entreating  that  I  would  go  along 
with  him,  and  he  would  retire  to  any  ad- 
jacent houfe  I  pleafed  to  appoint. 

The  midwife,  upon  my  return,  inform- 
ed me,  that,  immediately  upon  my  retiring, 
both  arms,  and  the  umbilical  cord,  came 
down  again,  and  that  the  hufband,  for  a 
considerable  time  after  I  left  her,  would 
allow  no  perfon  to  touch  or  go  near  her. 

In  confequence  of  the  force  of  her  la- 
bour pains  upon  my  return,  the  arms  wrere 
'  as  far  advanced  as  in  the  foregoing  cafe, 

with 
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with  the  addition  of  the  umbilical  cord.  I 
was  told,  that,  fome  time  after  they  had 
come  fo  low,  the  motion  of  the  child  was, 
on  a  fudden,  remarkably  violent  and  ftrong, 
but  had  as  fuddenly  ceafed,  and  never  was 
felt  again.  The  arms  of  the  child  were  re- 
markably fwollen,  and  there  was  no  pulfa- 
tion  to  be  felt  either  in  the  wrifts  or  in 
the  umbilical  cord;  but,  not  trufting  to  ei&Htk^ 
thefe  appearances,  the  hand  was  introdu-  UfinJv  a^j 
ced  fo  as  eo  reach  the  thorax  of  the  child,      .   J/i    m 

where  no  pulfation  could  be  diftinguimecRS^  &**-  67^* 

•     *ii     i  ti  l'"+  r    ■     •     i  i    &fa>*/l*/>*^ 

in  the  heart.      Ine  uterus  was  lo  irritable,  y  j-ffc^  ^ 

and  the  labour  pains  fo  very  ftrong,  that  &*  F<*M*£*h- 
the  fmalleft  exertion  of  my  hand  brought ^^  ftzut- 
on  a  violent  pain,  and  the  contraction  of  W^  6<~  **r*^- 
the  uterus  was  fuch  as  rendered  the  reach- 
ing the  feet,  and  turning  the  child,  per- 
fectly impra&icable. 

In  the  courfe  of  about  an  hour,  the  force 
of  the  pains,  and  flrength  of  the  patient, 
jointly  abated  ;  but  the  breaft  of  the  child 
was  wedged  ib  ftrongly  into  the  pelvis, 
that,  without  a  degree  of  force  being  ufed 

0  o  o  which 
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which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  mo- 
ther,  it  could  not  have  been  raifed  fo  as  to 
reach  the  feet;   and  as,  from  the  length  of 
time  that  no  pulfation  had  been  felt  in  the 
umbilical  cord,    we  had    every   reafon   to_ 
M^,Me-       think  that  the  child  was  dead,  a  hand,  with 
the  crotchetj  was  introduced  towards  the 
os  factum  of  the  mother,  and  under  the 
child's  bread  its  point  fixed,  as  in  the  for- 
mer cafe,  at  the  under  part  of  the  thorax ; 
by  pulling  with  this>  the  arms  retracted  a 
little,    but    not    altogether ;    and,    upon    a 
fecond    examination,     finding    the    lower 
parts  of  the  child  had  turned  round,   and 
were  now  within  reach,  the  crotchet  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  legs   being  laid  hold 
of,    were  brought   down.      As  the  hands 
were  lying  along  fide  of  the  body  of  the 
child,  I  brought  them  down  together.  The 
head  was  very   eafily  extracted,   and   the 
placenta  came   off  in   a  very   fhort  time. 
The  woman  recovered  rather  flowly,  ow- 
ing to  the  fwelling  of  the  parts,  occafioned 
by  the  repeated  efforts  made  both  by  the 

midwife 
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midwife  and  me  to  deliver  her,  and  like- 
wife  to  the  long  preffure  on  the  cervix 
uteri  and  vagina  by  the  breaft  and  aims  of 
the  child. 

This  cafe  I  particularly  mention,  to  fhow 
the  neceffity  of  affiftance  being  quickly  gi- 
ven in  cafes  where  either  one  or  both  arms, 
or  the  umbilical  cord,  prefent. 

In  cafes  where  the  arm,  or  arms,  pre- 
fent, if  the  pains  are  ftrong,  the  moulders 
or  breaft  of  the  child  will  be  forced  down, 
fo  as  to  block  up  the  pelvis,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  reaching  the  feet,  or  turning 
the  child,  till  the  mother's  ftrength  is  al- 
moft  totally  exhaufted. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  umbilical  cord 
comes  firft,  unlefs  fpeedy  affiftance  is  given, 
the  child  is  inevitably  loft.  Both  of  thefe 
circumftances  concurred  itj  deftroying  the 
child  in  this  cafe. 

CASE 
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CASE        XXXVI. 

A  ladv  of  a  {lender  and  delicate  confti- 
tution,  and  who  had  born  feveral  children, 
was  attacked,  betwixt  the  fecond  and  third 
month  of  pregnancy,  with  a  flooding,  which 
feemed  to  threaten  a  mifcarriage ;  to  avoid 
which,  as  her  ftrength  could  wrell  bear  it, 
fhe  was  blooded,  and  reft  in  a  horizontal 
pofture,  with  a  cool  regimen,  were  pre- 
fcribed.  The  difeafe,  though  not  totally 
cured,  was  checked,  in  fo  far  that  fhe  car- 
ried her  child  to  the  full  time,  and  had,  as 
is  ufual  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  a  very  eafy 
labour. 


CAS     E         XXXVII. 

1770.  I  was  fent  for  one  evening  to 
attend  a  gentlewoman  who  had  been  feized 
with  a  flooding  in  the  fixth  month  of  her 
pregnancy. 

She 
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She  was  fo  much  exhaufted  before  I  faw 
her,  that  I  thought  her  dying,  and  there- 
fore mentioned  my  doubts  to  the  relations, 
particularly  that  there  was  a  chance,  per- 
haps, of  her  expiring  under  my  hands  if  I 
attempted  doing  any  thing;  but  being  au- 
thorifed  by  them,  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
midwife,  (he  was  put  in  a  proper  pofition 
for  delivery. 

Upon  examining,  the  internal  orifice 
was  found  nearly,  but  not  perfectly,  di- 
lated ;  yet,  with  a  little  care  and  caution, 
I  got  my  hand  fo  far  introduced  as  to 
break  the  membranes,  and  deliver  the  child 
by  the  feet.  It  mowed  figns  of  life  for 
about  an  hour.  The  mother  recovered 
very  well. 


CASE         XXXVIII. 

I  was  called  upon  one  forenoon  to  fee  a 
woman,  who,  being  at  her  full  time,  had, 

by 
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by  over  fatigue  the  day  before,  brought 
on  a  violent  flooding. 

When  I  faw  her  firft,  upon  examina- 
tion, the  os  uteri  was  found  open  to  the 
fize  of  half  a  crown  ;  the  head  had  entered 
into  the  pelvis,  and  was  advancing  in  a 
proper  pofition,  though  flowly.  The  flood- 
ing, though  not  fo  violent  as  at  firft,  con- 
tinued. She  was  ordered  fome  cooling 
drinks,  acidulated  with  orange  juice. 

Liquid  laudanum,  mixed  with  the  tine- 
tura  antiphthifica,  we*^  ordered ;  the  air 
of  the  chamber  was  cooled  ;  but,  in  fpite 
of  all  thefe  precautions,  fhe  turned  weaker 
and  weaker,  and,  about  fix  o'clock  at  night, 
fell  into  fainting  fits,  with  flight  convul- 
sions, and  cold  extremities. 

About  four  o'clock  the  head  was  come 
down  low  enough  to  be  extra&ed  by  the 
forceps,  but  then  ftopt;  and  not  gaining  any 
thing  about  feven  or  eight,  it  was  refolved 
to  deliver  her  by  means  of  thefe  inftruments. 

Upon  introducing  my  hand  previous  to 
this,  the  irritation  on  that  occafion  fo  far 

ftimulated 
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ftimulated  the  uterus  to  contract,  that  fhe 
was  delivered  naturally  in  about  fifteen 
minutes  afterwards.  The  child  was  dead. 
The  placenta  followed  quickly,  having 
been  totally  feparated  from  the  womb. 

She  was  laid  up  more  dead  than  alive ; 
but  next  day  I  found  her  remarkably  well. 
The  day  following  fhe  took  a  weed,  the 
Ephemera,  but  which  {he  got  quickly  the 
better  of,  and  was  able  to  go  to  church, 
which  was  much  more  than  a  mile  from 
her  houie,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight. 


CASE         XXXIX. 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was 
fent  for  to  a  woman  in  the  Cowgate.  Her 
midwife  had  been  with  her  all  night.  The 
membranes  were  about  four  hours  broke, 
and  fhe  was  attacked  with  a  violent  flood- 
ing, which,  contrary  to  cuftom,  was  moft 
jfevere  when  (he  lay  in  bed,  and  threw  her 

into 
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into  fainting  fits,  whereas  it  always  abated 
upon  fetting  her  in  an  upright  pofture  *?', 

The  head  gradually  advanced,  and  the 
flooding  proportionally  abated.  It  ftuck 
long  in  the  under  part  of  the  pelvis.  She 
was,  however,  delivered  naturally  about 
eleven  o'clock  at  night  of  a  dead  child, 
with  the  umbilical  cord  three  feveral  times 
twilled  about  its  neck. 


CASE        XL. 

May  27.  1769.  I  was  fent  for  in  the 
forenoon  to  a  woman  in  labour  in  the 
Pleafance. 

Her  midwife,  who,  had  been  with  her 
all  the  preceding  night,    told  me,  that  the 

waters 

*  This  particular  circumftance  feems  only  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  fuppofmg,  that,  in  the  erect  pofture,  the 
head  of  the  child  rilling  up  the  aperture  of  the  pelvis, 
prevented,  in  part,  this  difcharge,  while,  in  the  recum- 
bent one,  it  flowed  off  in  fpite  of  every  precaution  taken  to 
keep  the  patient  cool. 
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waters  came  away  about  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, and  that  every  thing  was  going  on 
feemingly  well  till  this  morning,  about  nine 
o'clock,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  convul- 
fions.  She  had  been  blooded  to  about 
twelve  ounces  before  I  faw  her;  but  her 
arm  had  luckily  broke  out  again,  and  was 
Hill  bleeding  when  I  came  *. 

By  this  time  fhe  had  had  about  four  fits, 
and  was  fenfible  in  the  intervals. 

I  tied  up  her  arm,  and  got  her  to  bed, 
when  fhe  was  immediately  feized  with  an- 
other  fit ;  after  which,  however  long  the 
diftance  between  the  convulfions  might 
have  been,  fhe  lay  in  a  comatofe  ftate. 

The  head  was  prefenting  at  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  and  the  os  uteri  was  well  dila- 
ted. As  fhe  had  pains  along  with  the  con- 
vulfions, and  as  convullions  often  of  them- 
felves  force  down  the  child,  I  delayed  do- 
ing any  thing,  except  anointing  the  parts 

Ppp  with 

*  At  the  moil  moderate  computation,  flie  had  loft 
Uom  iixteen  to  near  twenty  ounces  on  the  whole. 
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with  emollients,  ordering  frequent  injec- 
tions, and  giving,  from  time  to  time,  a 
fooonful  or  two  of  fome  cordial  mixture, 
till  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when,  attempting 
to  difcover  the  pofition  of  the  head,  in  or- 
der to  deliver  her,  if  pofiible,  with  the  for- 
ceps, the  head  fiipt  back,  and,  finding  a 
good  quantity  of  waters  ftill  remaining  in 
the  uterus,  I  took  the  advantage  of  them 
to  turn  the  child,  which  was  very  eafily 
done;  but  it  coft  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
bring  down  the  body  and  arms,  as  the  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  mother  were  very  rigid, 
the  bones  a  little  diftorted,  and  the  child's 
abdomen  very  large,  and  preternaturally 
fwelled.  When  the  arms  were  once  brought 
down,  the  head  followed  with  eafe. 

The  child  was  dead,  and  the  placenta 
came  away  of  itfelf. 

She  had  ten  fits  before  fhe  wras  deliver- 
ed, one  very  ftrong  in  the  time  of  delivery, 
and  two  flight  ones  afterwards.  After  her 
laft  fit,  fhe  fell  immediately  into  a  profound 
ileep,  out  of  which  fhe  did  not  awake  for 

more 
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more  than  twenty- four  hours,  at  which 
time  me  recovered  her  fenfes,  and  declared 
me  knew  nothing  of  what  had  paffed  from 
the  moment  I  entered  the  room  till  then. 

In  fpite  of  all  the  care  that  was  taken  to 
keep  a  gag  in  her  mouth  during  the  fits, 
(he  had  bit  her  tongue  half  through.  This 
troubled  her  very  much  for  fome  days, 
and  even  brought  on  fymptoms  of  a  locked 
jaw;  but,  by  the  application  of  volatile 
camphorated  oil  to  the  maffeters  and  throat* 
and  the  internal  ule  of  opiates  pretty  libe- 
rally given,  and  proper  gargles,  (he  got 
the  better  of  it,  and  was  abroad  on  the 
eleventh  or  twelfth  day  after  delivery. 


CASE         XLL 

I  was  called  one  morning,  about  two 
o'clock,  to  fee  a  woman  in  labour,  who 
had  been  bad  from  about  the  fame  time 
the  preceding  day,  and  was  feized  with 
convulfions.     In  the  afternoon,  the  child's 

head 
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head  had  advanced  for  fome  time  pretty 
quickly,  but  had  ftopt  about  ten  at  night* 
when  fo  far  down  that  it  might  have  been 
naturally  imagined  that  every  following 
pain  would  have  forced  it  off.  On  this  ac- 
count the,  midwife  delayed  fending  "for  af- 
firmance till  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  fo 
that  it  was  near  three  o'clock  before  I  faw 
the  patient. 

I  found  the  head  fo  far  advanced,  that  it 
might  with  great  eafe  have  been  extracted 
with  the  forceps  ;  but,  having  got  a  very  er- 
roneous meflage,  1  was  not  provided  with 
them.  An  anodyne  cordial  was  ordered 
to  be  given  to  the  patient,  and  the  forceps 
fent  for,  left  necefhty  ihould  require  their 
ufe.  The  going  and  returning  of  the  mef- 
fenger  took  up  near  an  hour,  during  which 
the  patient  fcemed  to  recover  fome  part  of 
the  ftrength  me  had  formerly  loft.  Her 
pains  increafed,  and  with  the  united  force 
of  them  and  the  convulfions,  the  child  was 
born  without  any  other  affiftance.  The 
patient,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  lay  in  a  pro- 
found 
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found  deep  for  a  confiderable  time,  though 
not  fo  long  as  the  other. 

The  day  following  fhe  complained  of  an 
obftru&ion  in  pafling  her  urine,  which  was 
drawn  off  with  the  catheter.  This  opera- 
tion was  obliged  to  be  repeated  for  two  or 
three  days.  The  obfiru&ion  of  the  urine 
was  attended  with  a  violent  pain  in  the 
vagina,  which  continued  for  fome  time. 
This  fuddenly  going  off,  evidently  pointed 
out  that  a  high  degree  of  inflammation  had 
been  fucceeded  by  a  mortification.  The 
bark  was  therefore  freely  given ;  and,  next 
morning,  me  exprefled  her  joy  at  having 
been  able  to  pafs,  as  fhe  thought,  her  urine 
without  any  afliftance ;  but,  upon  exami- 
nation, what  had  been  dreaded  was  found 
to  be  but  too  true,  that  a  mortified  flough 
had  been  thrown  off  from  the  anterior  part  of 
the  vagina,  and  that  it  had  gone  fo  deep  as 
to  afiecl:  the  bladder  of  urine,  by  opening 
a  pafiage  between  the  vagina  and  it,  thro' 
which  the  urine  had  flown,  which  fhe  i- 
magined  had  pafTed  in  the  natural  way. 

For 


v 
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For  a  long  time  her  recovery  was  dubi- 
ous ;  and,  for  feveral  years  after,  fhe  was 
troubled  with  an  involuntary  difcharge  of 
urine  by  the  vagina.  This  refilled  all  the 
prudent  methods  ufually  recommended  with 
a  view  of  remedying  fuch  a  misfortune. 
Nature,  however,  at  laft  feemed  to  have 
clofed  up  the  opening,  at  leaft  in  part,  as 
fhe  was  enabled  to  retain  her  urine,  at  par- 
ticular  times,  for  days  together  *1 


CASE        XLII. 

1  was  called  one  morning  to  fee  a  wo- 
man whofe  child  prefented  very  fairly  at 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  but  did  not  advance 
in  the  fmalleft  degree,  though  the  mem- 
branes had  been  broke  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours.  Her  pains  and  ftrength 
being  then  apparently  good,  I  waited  for 

about 

*  For  another  inftance  of  morbid  openings  between 
the  bladder  and  the  vagina,  fee  Cafe  1 7. 
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about  ten  hours  more,  when  her  labour 
appearing  to  go  off,  I  was  induced  to  exa- 
mine what  could  be  the  caufe  of  this  tedi- 
ous cafe. 

Upon  the  introdu&ion  of  my  hand  I 
found  the  head  not  at  all  large,  but  retard- 
ed by  fomething  projecting  between  it  and 
one  of  its  fhoulders,  and  which,  from  its 
particular  fituation,  I  naturally  concluded 
was  a  deformity  in  the  os  facrum.  This 
was  alfo  the  opinion  of  another  who  was 
with  me. 

As  the  woman's  ftrength  feemed  likewife 
to  fail,  I  refolved  to  relieve  her,  if  poffible, 
by  means  of  the  forceps.  This,  according- 
ly wras  done,  and  the  child  fuccefsfully  ex- 
tracted ;  but  the  placenta  remaining  in  the 
womb,  though  in  part  detached,  I  thought 
it  neceflary,  in  order  to  check  the  flooding, 
which  her  ftrength  was  not  able  to  bear, 
to  introduce  my  hand,  with  a  view  of  fe- 
parating  and  bringing  it  off. 

Upon  attempting  this  I  found  another 
child,  the  head  of  which  I  had  miftaken 

for 
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for  a  projection  inwards  of  the  os  facrum, 
it  having  been  wedged  between  the  head 
and  moulders  of  the  firft  child,  and  the  os 
facrum  of  the  mother,  and  which,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  extraction  of  the  firft,  had 
been  brought  down  fo  low,  that,  had  the 
pains  been  the  leaft  ftrong,  the  head  of 
the  fecond  would  have  been  forced  off  im- 
mediately after  the  delivery  of  the  firft 
child ;  but,  as  the  pains  were  gone,  and  a 
degree  of  flooding  ftill  continued,  I  laid 
hold  of  the  head  of  the  child  with  the  for- 
ceps, and  with  the  greateft  facility  extrac- 
ted it.  Both  the  placenta  came  off  united, 
and  the  mother  and  children  did  very  well. 


CASE         XLIII. 

This  was  very  fimilar  to  the  laft,  with 
this  difference,  that  the  mother  was  much 
deformed,  and  her  ftrength  worn  out  be- 
fore I  faw  her.  As  there  were  no  labour 
pains,  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  the  forceps  in 

extracting 
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trailing  the  firft,  and  there  being  no  pro- 
fpecl:  of  her  pains  returning,  and  the  head 
of  the  fecond  ftill  refting  upon  one  fide  of 
the  pelvis,  I  introduced  my  hand,  broke 
the  membranes,  and  brought  down  the 
feet  into  the  vagina. 

She  was  now  allowed  to  reft  a  little,  and 
had  fome  cordial  given  her,  after  which 
the  delivery  was  finiihed  in  the  fame  way 
as  if  the  feet  had  at  firft  preferred.  The 
fecundines  were  united,  as  in  the  former 
cafe  ;  and  the  patients  did  equally  well. 


CASE        XLIV. 

November  1762.  When  ftudying  under 
the  late  Doctor  Young,  I  was  fent  by  him 
to  vifit  a  woman  in  the  Lawn  Market,  who 
had  been  in  labour  for  more  than  twelve 
hours,  the  head  prefenting. 

Her  midwife,  a  gentlewoman  refpeitable 
for  knowledge  and  attention,  was  waiting 
on  her;  and,  as  every  thing  was  fair,  tho' 

Qjj  q  dilatory, 
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dilatory,  I  left  her  in  the  evening,  but  was 
fent  for  again  about  feven  o'clock  next 
morning,  when  fhe  was  delivered  of  one 
child. 

Upon  attempting  to  bring  away  the  pla- 
centa, another  child  was  found,  which  di- 
reftly  fell  down  into  the  birth,  prefenting 
the  head :  Her  ftrength  being  good,  a  li- 
gature was  thrown  upon  the  cord  of  the 
firft,  and  (he  was  then  left  to  take  a  little 
repofe. 

Her  pains,  which  had  in  the  forenoon 
totally  left  her,  returned  next  morning  a- 
bout  one  o'clock ;  and,  upon  examination, 
finding,  that,  befides  the  head,  the  feet 
were  equally  low,  the  child  was  confe- 
quently  turned,  in  doing  which  I  difcover- 
ed  a  third  one. 

After  bringing  the  feet  of  the  fecond  in- 
to the  pafTage,  Do&or  Young,  who  had 
been  previoufly  fent  for,  coming  in,  finifh- 
ed  the  delivery  of  that  one,  and  brought 
away  the  third.     The  two  laft  were  dead. 

The 
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The  mother  and  firft  born  child  did  very 
well. 


CASE         XLV. 

I  had  another  opportunity  of  feeing  a  cafe 
of  the  fame  nature  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
where  a  woman  likewife  was  delivered  of 
three.  She  was  rather  tedious  in  her  labour ; 
and  the  laft  born  child  lay  for  dead  upon 
the  knee  of  the  late  Dr  Alexander  Monro- 
Drummond,  who,  by  attempting  fome  of 
the  means  already  mentioned  for  the  reco- 
vering children  apparently  ftill-born,  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far,  that  the  mother  and  her 
three  children  were  enabled,  in  the  ufual 
time  of  difmiffion  from  the  hofpital,  to  go, 
in  good  health,  to  the  parifh  to  which  they 
belonged  ;  and  the  minifter  of  which,  as 
they  were  upon  the  poors-box,  fent  up, 
and  obtained  a  teflificate  of  thefe  three 
children  being  born  of  that  woman's  body. 

CASE 
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C    A    S     E         XL  VI. 

I  was  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  Elizabeth 
Clark,  jjn  the  Royal  Infirmary,  which  was 
accompliflied  by  the  Caefarian  operation. 

The  patient  was  about  30  years  of  age, 
and  married  for  feveral  years,  but,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  violent  abortion,  fuffered  a 
laceration  of  the  perinaeum. 

Some  time  after  ihe  conceived  again, 
and  imagined  {he  was  arrived  at  her  full 
time,  when,  on  Monday  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1774,  {he  was  attacked  with  labour 
pains,  which  continued  violently  increa- 
fing  till  Saturday  the  15th,  when  ihe  was 
brought  into  the  hofpital.  There  feemed 
to  be  a  confiderable  deformity  not  Only  in 
the  bones,  but  likewife  in  the  foft  parts, 
particularly  that  the  urethra  opened  with- 
N  in  the  vagina,  the  orifice  of  the  laft  being 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  admit  of  a  finger. 

The  Caefarian  operation  being  thought 
neceflary,  fhe  was  laid  on  the  couch  ap- 
propriated 
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propriated  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  exter- 
nal incifion  being  made,  in  place  of  the 
gravid  uterus,  the  vefica  urinaria,  greatly 
diftended  with  urine,  firft  appeared.  The 
malconformation  of  the  parts  rendered  the 
introduction  of  the  female  catheter,  tho' 
tried  by  the  molt  experienced  hands,  im- 
practicable :  Some  time,  therefore,  was 
naturally  fpent  in  going  for  a  male  one, 
which  being  fuccefsfully  employed,  the 
womb  was  opened,  and  the  child  and  fe- 
cundines  extracted.  The  uterine  fibres 
contracted  very  faft,  which  I  had  a  parti- 
cular opportunity  of  feeing,  as  I  fupported 
her  head  during  the  whole  time. 

As  Dr  Alexander  Hamilton  has  given, 
in  one  of  his  publications,  a  very  complete 
account  of  this  cafe,  to  it  I  refer  *. 


CASE 


*  See  Elements  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Midwifery,  page 
244. 
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CASE        XLVII. 

January  17.  1774.  Mr  Edward  Inglis, 
furgeon  in  this  town,  called  upon  me  this 
afternoon  to  fee  a  woman,  who  being  preg- 
nant, and  nearly  come  to  her  full  time, 
was  feized  this  morning  with  convulfions. 

It  was  about  feven  in  the  evening  when 
1  firft  faw  her;  and,  upon  examination, 
found  no  figns  of  approaching  delivery, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  convulfions  were 
frequent  and  ftrong,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  orifice  of  the  womb  remained  firmly 
fhut. 

Doctor  Young  was  called  upon,  but,  be- 
ing indifpofed,  could  not  be  got.  Doctor 
Monro's  opinion  had  likewife  been  afked, 
who  thought  that  the  death  of  the  mother 
was  unavoidable,  but  advifed  the  Caefarian 
operation  to  be  performed  immediately  up- 
on her  death,  with  a  view  of  faving  the 

child,  if  poffible. 

She 
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She  died  about  1 2  o'clock  at  night,  and 
the  operation  was  performed  directly.  The 
child  was  brought  to  the  world  in  life,  but 
was  foon  feized  with  convulfions,  and  died 
in  lefs  than  an  hour. 


CASE         XLVIIL 

I  was  called  one  evening  to  attend  a 
woman  who  was  between  30  and  $6  years 
of  age,  in  labour  of  her  firft  child.  The 
head  had  already  advanced  fo  far  as  to 
protrude  the  external  parts.  Matters  had 
been  in  this  fituation  from  four  o'clock, 
which  was  about  26  or  30  hours  after  fhe 
had  firft  fallen  bad,  till  I  faw  her,  which 
was  about  fix  ;  when,  as  there  ftill  appear- 
ed a  profpecl:  of  her  being  naturally  de- 
livered in  a  fhort  time,  I  delayed  doing 
any  thing,  except  recommending  emollient 
applications,  with  a  view  of  relaxing  the 
parts,   which  were  very  rigid.     In  a  few 

hours 
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hours  £he  was  naturally  and  fafely  deliver- 
ed of  a  child,  which  was  remarkably  large* 
The  next  day  fhe  was  tolerably  well,  but, 
on  the  third,  complained  much  of  violent 
pains  in  her  abdomen,  with  fwelling  and  in- 
flammation of  the  labia  pudendi,  mons  ve- 
neris, and  vagina,  attended  with  a  quick  in- 
termitting pulfe.  Doctor  Young,  who  faw 
her  at  the  fame  time,  agreed  to  try  blood- 
letting, which  had  the  effed:  of  rendering 
the  pulfe  more  natural  and  regular.  Fo- 
mentations were  applied  to  her  belly;  and, 
as  fne  complained  much  of  burning  pain 
in  the  vagina,  and  about  the  uterus,  luke- 
warm milk  and  water  was  ordered  to  be 
daily  thrown  in.  The  bark  was  likewife 
given;  and,  after  three  days  of  exceilive 
pain,  lhe  was  relieved  by  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  very  foetid  matter  from  the  va- 
gina, the  actimony  of  which  was  fo  great 
as  to  excoriate  all  the  internal  furface  of 
the  labia.  The  injections  were  ordered  to 
be  continued,  and  the  excoriated  parts  to 
be  dreffed  with  cerate ;  but,  by  the  care- 

lefihefs 
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leffhefs  of  the  nurfe,  a  partial  coalefcence 
of  the  parts  took  place,  in  fo  much  that 
the  labia  pudendi,  from  the  perinaeum,  as 
far  forwards  as  oppofite  to  the  clitoris, 
grew  together,  fo  that  it  required  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  fcalpel  to  feparate  them  af- 
terwards.    She  has  fince  had  children. 


CASE         XLIX. 

1770.  I  was  fent  for  about  twelve  at 
night  to  fee  a  gentlewoman  who  was  in 
labour.  She  had  been  delivered  about 
three  years  ago,  her  child  lying  crofs. 
Since  that  time  fhe  had  conftantly  been 
fubjecT:  to  a  prolapfus  of  the  vagina,  for 
which  feveral  people  of  eminence  in  Lon- 
don, Bath,  Briftol,  and  York,  had  been 
confulted,  but  without  much  effecl:.  The 
firft  relief  that  me  found  was  produced 
by  her  pregnancy,  though  not  till  after  fhe 
reached  the  third  month,  when  the  prolap- 
fus began  gradually  to  difappear. 

Rrr  Beinsr 
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Being  made  acquainted  with  her  former 
fituation,  every  attention  was  paid  to  pre- 
vent any  rifk  of  the   neck  of  the  womb 
coming    down    before    the    child's    head, 
which  it  feemed  very   much   to  threaten. 
In  about  two  hours  fhe  was  fafely  deliver- 
ed by  her  labour  pains ;  and,  in  order  to 
obviate,  as  much  as  poffible,  any  danger  of 
a  relapfe,    fhe  was  confined  to  her  bed, 
with  her  head  and  moulders  fituated  very 
low.     Aftringents,  in  different  forms,  were 
ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  parts,  and  the 
bark,  and   other  ftrengtheners,  given   in- 
wardly, as  fhe  could  bed  bear  them. 

In  September  1 771 ,  fhe  returned  to  town, 
and  told  me  fhe  was  again  pregnant;  and 
that,  during  the  interval  between  her  la  ft 
delivery,  and  her  being  now  betwixt  two 
and  three  months  gone  with  child,  fhe  had 
but  (lightly  been  troubled  with  her  old 
complaint,  and  which  had,  as  in  her  for- 
mer pregnancy,  been  lefs  uneafy  to  her,  in 
proportion  as  fhe  advanced  therein. 

On 
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On  Apiil  21.  1772,  I  delivered  her  of 
another  child;  her  labour  was  very  eafy ; 
and  the  fame  precautions  being  ufed,  the 
prolapfus  was  ftill  lefs  troublefome,  and 
continued  fo  till  after  the  birth  of  another 
child,  about  two  years  after,  fince  which  I 
have  heard  of  no  complaints  from  her. 


CASE         L. 

I  was  called  upon  one  morning,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  to  a  lady  who  ufually  came 
from  the  country  to  be  delivered  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

I  found  her  in  pretty  hard  labour  ;  but, 
as  Doctor  Young,  who  ufually  attended  her, 
was  out  of  town,  and  I  being  a  ftranger, 
her  pains,  on  my  appearing,  went  off.  In 
about  two  hours  they  returned}  and,  every 
thing  being  fair,  fhe  was  delivered  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  placenta,  which,  in  former  cafes,  as 
I  was  informed,  had  been  very  firmly  fixed, 

and 
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and  with  difficulty  extracted,  came  off,  in 
this  cafe,  with  the  greateft  facility  ;  but,  in 
about  four  or  five  minutes  after,  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  violent  flooding,  which  threw 
her  into  fainting  fits. 

Cold  applications  to  the  parts  were  em- 
ployed, and  different  cordials  given.  Doc- 
tor Young,  who  fhould  have  attended  her, 
but  was,  as  above  obferved,  in  the  country 
when  fent  for,  happening  to  call  in  at  this 
time,  approved  of  the  cold  applications, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  continued,  and  a 
freer  ufe  of  brandy  to  be  employed. 

As  he  was  again  obliged  to  go  out  of 
town,  I  continued  with  her  till  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  before  which  time 
flie  was  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to 
fpeak  freely,  and  take  a  little  refrefhment. 
She  daily  Recovered,  and  was  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  go  abroad  in  about  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  *.  - 

CASE 

#  See  Cafe  26, 
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CASE         LI. 

With  a  view  to  fhew  the  bad  effects  of 
tents,  particularly  when  applied  to  abfcefes 
in  the  breads,  1  mail  only,  out  of  feverals, 
mention  the  following.  A  woman  came 
to  town  for  advice,  whofe  breads  had  fup- 
purated  foon  after  delivery.  When  I  faw 
her,  fhe  had  thirteen  tents,  in  as  many 
openings,  in  one  bread  ;  Thefe  had  been 
introduced,  one  by  one,  each  producing  a 
new  fuppuration,  and,  confequently,  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  another. 

The  tents  were  all  removed,  the  breads 
fomented,  pledgets  of  bafilicon  were  applied 
over  each  orifice,  with  a  poultice  over  all ; 
and  the  whole  of  them  were  healed  up  from 
the  bottom  in  three  weeks  ;  but,  as  fome 
hardnefs  remained,  a  little  camphorated  oil, 
and  mercurial  ointment,  mixed  together, 
were  employed  to  rub  the  bread ;  and,  in 
about  fix  or  feven  weeks,  fhe  was,  excep- 
ting the  fears,  as  well  as  ever. 

CASE 
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v     C    A    S     £         LII. 

About  the  beginning  or  middle  of  No- 
vember 1778,  a  young  girl,  Mifs  A.  B. 
about  five  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  Edin- 
burgh labouring  under  a  double  hare-lip. 

When  fhe  came  to  town  the  following 
were  the  appearances  of  the  mouth,  fauces, 
and  nofe. 

The  upper  lip  and  jaw  were  divided 
from  each  noftril  down  into  the  mouth  ; 
upon  looking  into  which,  no  palate,  velum 
pendulum  palati,  nor  uvula,  were  feen  ; 
only  the  feptum  nariurn  running  back- 
wards, forming  a  divifion  between  the  two 
cavities  of  the  nofe. 

Externally,  the  fockets  of  the  firft  inci- 
fores  were  fixed  to  the  point  of  the  nofe, 
covered  with  a  very  fhort  bit  of  lip,  or 
rather  a  cartilaginous  fubftance.  Thefe3 
with  the  two  teeth,  which  were  now  cut, 
projected  confiderably,  in  fo  far  as  to  re- 
femble  an  hawk's  bill. 

I 
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I  had  feen  the  child  about  three  weeks 
after  her  birth,  and  then  wifhed  to  have 
had  the  cure  attempted,  before  the  bones 
had  acquired  too  great  a  degree  of  folidity ; 
but  this,  for  very  good  reafons,  was  decli- 
ned by  the  relations  at  that  time. 

Upon  confulting  with  Dr  John  Aitken, 
the  furgeon  employed,  and  considering 
the  peculiarities  of  the  cafe,  it  was  agreed 
to  try  the  reduction-  of  the  parts  preterna- 
turally  protruding,  fo  as  to  bring  them  into 
their  proper  lituation,  which  was  to  be  at- 
tempted after  partially  dividing  them  with 
a  very  fine  faw. 

This,  in  part,  failed  ;  and  the  whole  of 
the  intermediate  portion  of  lip  and  jaw 
was  obliged  to  be  removed,  and  the  di- 
vided edges  of  the  lip,  or  rather  cheeks, 
being  pared,  and  brought  together,  were 
retained,  'by  means  of  the  twifted  future, 
till  they  coalefced. 

I  have  repeatedly  feen  her  fince  at  her 
father's,  and  it  is  furprifing  to  think  how 
well  the  operation  has  fucceeded. 

CASE 
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CASE        LIII. 

I  have  had  two  opportunities  of  feeing 
children  born  labouring  under  the  fpina 
bifida. 

In  the  one,  the  tumour  was  about  the 
fize  of  a  fmall  filbert,  and  of  a  dark  livid 
colour.  It  gradually  increafed  in  fize,  and 
proportionably  turned  more  upon  the  reddifh 
hue,  till  the  child  attained  the  age  of  nine 
months.  By  this  time  it  was  become  per- 
fectly pellucid,  and  a  clear  aqueous  fluid 
tranfuded  through  the  fkin.  The  upper 
parts  of  the  child  appeared  very  thriving  and 
ftout,  but,  in  the  legs  and  thighs,  though 
feemingly  as  plump,  there  was  a  very  great 
degree  of  debility,  and  the  child  feemed 
but  fcarcely  to  have  any  ufe  of  them. 

The  tumour  putting  on  an  ulcerated  ap- 
pearance, burft  when  the  cnAJ4iWs  near 
about  twelve  months  old,  and  died  in  a 
little  more  than  two  hours  after.     I  could 

not 
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not  prevail  on  the  parents  to  allow  it  to  be 
opened. 

The  other  cafe  was  fimilar  to  the  one  a^ 
bove,  only  that  the  enlargement  of  the  tu- 
mour was  flower,  and  the  child  lived  for 
about  eighteen  months.  It  was  able  juft 
to  crawl  about,  but  could  not  walk  with- 
out a  good  deal  of  afliftance. 

The  death  of  this  one  was  fimilar  to  the 
other,  only  that  it  had  begun  to  loath  its 
meat  for  fome  days  before  the  tumour 
broke. 

After  death,  permiflion  being  given,  the 
tumour  was  laid  open,  and  the  fpine  found 
in  the  fame  fituation  as  that  defcribed  by 
Tulpius  *,  from  whom  I  have  given  a 
plate  of  this  difeafe.  We  were  allowed 
but  a  few  minutes  to  examine  the  part, 
and  not  permitted  to  trace  the  courfe  of  the 

S  f  f  fpinal 

*  See- Tab.  27, 

1  fhould  have  wi&ed  to  have  had  a  drawing  taken  of 
the  one  I  faw,  but  the  obflinacy  of  the  relations  prevent- 
ed this  ;  and,  as  Tulpius's  figure  is  a  very  juft  reprefen- 
tatipn  of  what  I  faw,  it  was  fubftitiued  for  the  other. 


jo6  APPENDIX. 

r 

fpinal   marrow   up  to  the  brain,  which  I 
anxioufiy  wiihed  to  have  done. 


CASE         LIV. 

As  a  proof  that  the  aphthae,  or  thrujh% 
may  be  communicated  to  the  mother  or 
nurfe,  from  a  child  labouring  under  that 
diforder,  the  following  cafe  is  here  inferted. 

A  gentlewoman  of  a  delicate  habit,  when 
fuckling  her  firft  child,  was  affected  with 
fore  nipples,  which  were,  by  her  female 
relations,  looked  upon  as  the  effects  of  the 
action  of  the  child's  mouth  upon  them,  not 
being  accuftomed  to  it.  But,  as  fhe  was  af- 
terward feized  with  a  fore  throat  and  fever- 
ifhnefs,  I  was  called  upon  to  fee  her,  when 
I  found  her  pulfe  full  and  quick,  her  mouth 
lined  with  aphthous  crufts,  which  were 
continued  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
The  nipples  and  areolae  were  affected  with 
the  fame.  As  the  child's  mouth  had  firft 
been  attacked,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe 

jwas 


APPENDIX.  507 

was  plain.  A  copious  return  of  the  lo- 
chia! difcharge,  which  had  in  fome  degree 
been  checked,  fuperfeded  the  neceffity  of 
blood-letting,  which,  otherwife,  her  pulfe 
ftrongly  indicated.  She  was  treated  accor- 
ding to  the  plan  laid  down  before  * ;  but, 
in  a  particular  manner,  the  Peruvian  bark 
was  very  liberally  thrown  in,  in  form  of 
decoction ;  but,  as  it  feemed  to  render  her 
rather  too  coftive,  an  electuary  of  pulp  of 
prunes,  and  magnefia  alba,  was  ordered  to 
be  given  at  the  fame  time,  as  circumftances 
required. 

The  fame  regimen,  adapted  to  its  age, 
was  ordered  for  the  child,  who,  with  the 
mother,  in  the  courfe  of  five  or  fix  days, 
feemed  perfectly  well. 


CASE        LV. 

The  cruelty  of  putting  a  foul  child  to 
the  bread  of  a  clean  woman,  cannot  be 

better 

*  See  page  366. 
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better  demonftrated  than  by  the  following 
inftance. 

A  child  of  difeafed  parents  was  given 
out  to  be  fuckled  by  the  wife  of  an  in- 
duftrious  fober  man.  The  woman's  cha- 
racter was  unblemifhed.  The  fofter  child 
being  weakly,  was  not  able  to  relieve  the 
woman  of  the  load  of  milk,  which  flowed 
in  very,  great  quantities  upon  her.  To  re- 
lieve herfelf  from  which,  fhe,  from  time  to 
time,  employed  fome  of  her  children,  and 
fometimes  her  hufband,  to  draw  her  breads. 
The  child  had  been  feized,  foon  after  fhe 
got  it  to  nurfe,  with  a  fore  mouth :  This 
was  quickly  communicated  to  the  nurfe's 
bread: ;  fhortly  after  which,  her  arm-pits 
became  painful ;  and  her  hufband,  and 
two  children,  were  attacked  with  what,  up- 
on examination,  feemed  to  be,  as  they  af- 
terwards proved,  venereal  fore  throats. 

In  this  fituation  I  firft  faw  them.  Up- 
on difcovering  the  nature  of  their  difeafe, 
the  child  was  immediately  returned  to  the 
parents,   and  the  family  wTere  put   upon 

what 
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what  feemed  the  beft  regimen  for  removing 
their  complaints. 

The  hufband  was  a  tradefman,  and  be- 
longed to  a  box  of  journeymen,  into  which 
he  paid  periodically  a  certain  fum ;  the 
funds  of  which  box  were  appropriated  for 
the  relief  of  any  of  the  members  who 
fhould  happen  to  be  laid  afide  from  work 
by  perfonal  difeafe,  or  that  of  their  family ; 
but,  by  an  exprefs  by-law,  no  perfon  la- 
bouring under  a  venereal  taint  could  reap 
any  benefit  from  it. 

The  late  Mr  John  Balfour,  who  wras 
furgeon  to  that  fociety,  and  in  whofe  fhop 
I  was  then  apprentice,  very  humanely  fur- 
nifhed  medicines  at  his  own  expence,  which 
checked  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  in  fo 
far,  that  they  appeared  in  a  ihort  time  per- 
fectly well ;  but,  retiring  to  another  part 
of  the  country,  I  was  this  laft  fummer  in- 
formed, upon  inquiring  after  them,  that  it 
broke  out  again,  and  all  four  fell  a  facrifice 
to  it,  nearly  about  two  years  after  they 
left  this  place. 

It 
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It  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  fpe- 
cify  the  number  of  misfortunes  brought 
upon  families  by  this  imprudent  conduft, 
either  from  giving,  as  above,  a  foul  child 
to  a  clean  nurfe,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
put  a  clean  child  upon  the  breaft  of  a  foul 
woman. 

They  have  much,  indeed,  to  anfwer  for, 
that  can  willingly  be  acceflbry  to  either 
the  one  or  the  other. 


A 


A  Short  Historical  and  Chronolo- 
gical List  of  the  Authors  rwho  have 
•written  iipon  Midwifery ,  uuithfome  Ac- 
count of  their  Works  *. 

THAT  Midwifery  is  one  of  the  mofi 
ancient  branches  of  the  Healing  Art,  I  be- 
lieve will  be  allowed  by  every  perfon;  and 
that,  in  the  earlieft  periods  of  the  world, 
fome  women  were  appropriated  for  aiding 
others  when  in  labour. 

But,  when  we  confider  midwifery  as  a 
cultivated  and  improved  branch  of  fcience, 
we  fhall  find  it,  in  thefe  refpe&s,  to  be  in- 
deed a  very  modern  one. 

This 


*  This  was  intended  to  have  been  prefixed,  by  way 
of  introdu&ion,  but  was  afterwards  poftponed  till  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  Book,  as  it  was  confidered  that 
it  then  would  be  more  ufeful  to  thofe  who  had  perufed 
the  former  part  of  this  Work,  or  any  other  modem 
Treatife  on  Midwifery. 
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This  proceeded  from  its  having,  for  cen- 
turies, lain  in  the  hands  of  women,  who 
without  any  previous  education  entered 
upon  the  pra&ice,  thinking  it  a  fuflicient 
recommendation  for  them  fo  to  do,  if  they 
had  born  one  or  two  children  themfelves, 
or  had  been  prefent  at  the  delivery  of 
others. 

Though,  amongft  ancient  authors,  we 
have  feveral  tr^atifes  publifhed  upon  this 
fubje£t,  yet  it  was  only  from  the  beginning, 
or  middle  of  the  lalt  century,  that  we  can 
date  the  commencement  of  the  improve- 
ments made  in  midwifery. 

The  beft  view  that  can  poffibly  be  gi- 
ven of  the  hiflory  of  midwifery,  is  by 
chronologically  enumerating  the  authors 
who  have  written  upon  this  fubject,  and 
pointing  out  the  peculiarities  in  their  works. 

For  which  reafon,  the  following  hiftory 
begins  with  the  mod  ancient  authors  we 
know,  and  gradually  defcends  to  the  pre- 
fent time. 

This 


L     I     S     T,       &c.  51  j 

This  will  naturally  fhow  the  progrefs  of 
the  improvements  made  at  the  different  pe- 
riods of  their  writings. 

Iii  purfuance  of  which  plan,  it  is  natural 
to  begin- with 

Hippocrates^  ufually  efleemed  the  father 
of  phyficians,  as  being  the  moil  ancient  of 
thofe  whofe  works  have  defcerided  to  us. 

By  the  mod  common  opinion,  he  was 
born  in  the  ifle  of  Cos,  and  lived  in  the 
year  of  the  world  3548,  of  Rome  294,  and 
A.  A.  G.  460,  and  pra£tifed  in  ThefTaly 
and  Thrace. 

It  has  been  doubted  whether  the  books 
1  De  natura  muliebri,  et  de  virginibus  et 
6  fterilibus,'  which  pafs  under  his  namej  are 
genuine  or  not. 

They  are5  however,  generally  allowed 
to  be*  if  not  the  production  of  Hippocrates 
himfelf,  at  leaft  compofed  by  fome  of  his 
difciples,  from  the  ilmilarity  of  do&rines 
therein  contained  to  thofe  eftabliflied  in  o- 
ther  parts  of  his  works. 

T  t  t  He 


514        A   HISTORICAL 

He  looks  upon  a  footling  cafe  as  dange- 
rous, if  not  deadly,  to  both  mother  and 
child,  and  recommends  violent  medicines^ 
with  fevere  exercife,  to  be  ufed3  with  a  view 
to  promote  delivery  in  tedious  cafes.  The 
placenta,  by  hrs  advicer  ought  to  be  deli- 
vered immediately  after  the  child.  In  eve* 
ry  oblique  or  preternatural  pofition,  he  is 
for  reducing  the  child  to  the  natural  one, 
and  likewife,  with  propriety,  advifes  fof- 
tening  and  lubricating  the  parts. 

From  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  we  find 
nothing  written  upon  the  operative  part  of 
this  fubjecl:  till  the  35th  year  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  aera,  when 

Aurelius  Cornelius  Celfusy  a  Roman  phy- 
fician  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  publifhed 
his  elegant  Treatife  on  Medicine,  remark- 
able not  only  for  its  intrinfic  Value,  but 
likewife  for  its  being  the  only  one  on  that 
fubjecl:  written  in  that  language  while  in 
its  purity. 

He  has  appropriated  a  feclion,  directing 
the  mode  of  delivering  dead  children  and 

the 
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the  placenta,  and  has  the  merit  of  being 
the  firft  who  fays,  that,  where  the  feet  pre- 
fent,  the  delivery  is  eafy. 

The  next  author  is  Mofchion^  concerning 
whom  we  are  rather  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
period  in  which  he  wrote,  though,  for  the 
moil:  part,  fuppofed  to  have  lived  at  Rome 
in  the  time  of  Nero. 

In  preternatural  cafes,  he  trufts  entirely 
to  relaxing  the  parts  by  ointments,  and 
endeavouring  to  bring  the  head  into  the 
birth.  He  recommends  delivering  by  the 
feet  in  the  following  cafes,  where  one  or 
both  feet,  the  knees,  or  the  breech  prefent. 

About  the  year  A.  D.  140,  Claudius  Ga» 
lenus  of  Pergamus  flourimed.  Though  all 
the  works  of  this  learned  man  have  not 
been  handed  down  to  us,  enough  frill  re- 
mains to  mow  with  what  juftice  he  was 
efteemed  during  his  life,  and  (till  more  af- 
ter his  death,  as  his  fvftein  of  medicine  be- 
came  gradually  more  and  more  eilablimed. 

Throughout  his  works  are  many  hints 
upon  the  difeafes  of  women  ;  but  it  is  al- 
lowed, 
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lowed,  in  general,  by  commentators,  that 
the  particular  treatife  which  we  have  in  hi& 
works,  under  the  title  •  De  Gynaeceis}  is 
fpurious. 

About  the  end  of  the  fourth,  according 
to  Monfieur  le  Clerk,  or,  as  Dr  Friend  al- 
ledges,  in  the  end  of  the  fifth  century, 
JEtius  of  Amida  puhlifhed.  We  cannot 
confider  him  as  an  original  writei1,  but  ra- 
ther as  a  collector  from  the  more  ancient  • 
fome  of  whofe  works  would  have  been  en- 
tirely loft,  had  they  not  been  mentioned  ia 
his  writings.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more  lau- 
dable than  the  ingenious  confelTion  which 
this  author  makes  of  the  originals  from 
whence  he  has  borrowed. 

His  works  have  been  tranflated  by  Ja- 
cobus Cornarius  from  the  Greek  into  Latin, 
and  printed  ar  Bazil  1543,  *n  f°li°-  It 
is  the  laft  book  of  this  work  which  is. 
approriated  entirely  to  the  difeafes  of  wo- 
men, and  is  allowed  by  fome  to  be  the  firft. 
treatife  on  the  fubjeel  which  deierves  to  be 

A.      He   quotes   Gallen,   &c.    and,   for 

"  midwifery , 
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midwifery,  has  handed  down  to  us  the 
pra&ice  of  one  Afpafia  and  Philumenes. 
A  long  excerpt  from  the  pra&ical  part  of 
this  book  is  to  be  found  in  the  introduction 
to  Dr  SmelhVs  midwifery. 

A.  D.  630  *,  or,  at  leaft,  after  iEtius, 
whom  he  quotes,  lived  Paulas  JEginetta. 
His  work  was  firft  printed  in  Greek  at  Ve- 
nice, apud  Aldum,  in  folio,  1528  ;  fince 
which  it  has  undergone  feveral  tranflations 
into  Latin,  and  thefe  have  often  been  re- 
printed. He  is  looked  upon  as  amongft 
the  firft  who  have  treated  of  difficult  la- 
bours, and  juflly  reckons,  that,  next  to  the 
natural  pofition,  where  the  head  prefents, 
we  are  to  confider,  that,  where  the  feet 
come  firft,  both  as  eafieft  and  fafeft. 

He  could  not,  howrever,  make  off  the 
prejudices  of  the  times,  fo  far  as  to  pre- 
vent his  itrongly  recommending,  in  all  o- 
ther  preternatural  cafes,  to  turn  the  child,  fo 
as  to  make  the  head  offer.  He  teaches  the 
method  of  opening  the  head  of  a  dead  child ; 

i  and, 

*  See  Dr  Play  fair's  Chronology.. 
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and,  left  we  fhould  bring  on  a  prolapfus 
uteri,  in  removing  the  placenta  when  clofe- 
\y  adhering,  advifes  having  it  very  properly 
to  be  left  to  be  thrown  off  by  Nature. 

The  next  author  of  note  is  Abubeter 
Rhazes  ;  with  refpect  to  whom,  though 
there  are  many  difcrepancies  in  authors 
as  to  the  period  in  which  he  wrote,  he 
is  generally  believed  to  have  lived  at  Bag- 
dat  in  the  latter  end  of  the  ninth,  and  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  tenth  century  *. 
He  recommends  piercing  the  membranes 
when  they  are  too  thick,  or  remain  too 
long  unbroke. 

Serapioii)  who  wrote  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, has  feveral  chapters  on  the  difeafes  of 
pregnant  women. 

A.  D.  i  ooo,  Avicenna  publifhed,  amongft 
many  other  fubjedts,  a  treatife  on  this 
branch,  of  which  we  need  only  obferve, 
that  he  copies  ilric~ily  from  thofe  that  went 
before  him. 

The 

*  See  Introduction  to  Smellie's  Midwifery,  and  Dr 
Playfair's  Chronology. 
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The  only  thing  remarkable  in  the  works 
of  Albucafes  *,  who  wrote  about  the  middle 
of  the  eleventh  century,  is  the  defcripdon 
and  figure  of  the  inftruments  the  torculwm 
volvens,  fpeculum  matricis,  impellent,  and 
two  kinds  of  forceps,  then  ufed  in  mid- 
wifery. The  larger  he  calls  the  Al~mif- 
dach,  the  other  the  Mifdach.  His  practice, 
in  other  refpe&s,  being  the  fame  with  JE- 
tius  and  his  countrymen  the  Arabians  laft 
mentioned. 

The  deftru&ion  of  the  eaftern  empire, 
by  the  taking  of  Conftantinople  by  the 
Turks  in  the  year  1453,  and  the  art  of 
printing,  which,  about  this  time,  was  dif- 
covered  very  foon,  difperfed  the  learning 
of  the  ancients  all  over  Europe  ;  and,  as 
this  remarkable  aera  was  productive  of 
great  advantages  to  the  cultivation  of  all  fci- 
ences,  midwifery  came  in  for  its  fhare. 

Linacre, 

*  See  auctores  vet.  et  recent,  de  morb.  mulier.  ftudio 
Spachii.  This  is  the  fame  perfon  who  was  likewife  known 
by  the  name  of  Alfahara"vius* 
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Linacre^  a  phyfician  of  confiderable  eru- 
dition, a  native  of  Canterbury,  was  chofen 
fellow  of  All-Souls  College  in  Oxford,  in 
the  year  14S4,  and  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  obtained  a  patent  for  ereding 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at  London, 
and  was  elected  prefident  thereof.  This 
feems  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  encourage- 
ment fi  nee  given  to  medicine  in  this  iiland, 
where,  at  prefent,  both  it  and  its  profeffbrs 
are  upon  a  much  more  refpe£table  footing 
than  in  any  ether  country  in  Europe. 

1532.  Eucharius  Rhodions  treatife  was 
published  at  Frankfort ;  and,  being  univer- 
fally  v.  ell  received  in  Germany,  was  trans- 
lated into  Latin,  under  the  title,  '  De  parte 

*  he  iinis  partuiieritium  et  infantum  mor- 

*  bis,'  at  Paris,  1535;  into  French,  Paris 
1540;  and,  in  1565,  was  publifhed  in 
Ecglifh  by  one  Dr  Raynald,  under  the 
name  of  the  Birth  of  Mankind,  otherwife 
the  Woman's  Book,  in  black  Saxon  cha- 
ra&ers.    The  moil  remarkable  thine  in  this 

o 

book  is  a  tenet  which  the  author  fiipports, 

■  contrary 
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contrary  to  the  received  opinion  of  every 
one  elfe,  which  is,  that,  when  the  child 
prefents  in  the  natural  way,  with  the  head 
foremoft,  that  then  the  face  and  fore  parts 
of  the  foetus  are  towards  the  belly  of  the 
mother.  The  ridiculouinefs  of  this  pro- 
portion will  fully  appear  by  confidering 
the  proportions  of  the  child's  head,  and 
comparing  ihern  with  the  proportions  of  the 
pelvis. 

1550.  We  have  a  book,  publifhed  for 
the  firft  time,  under  the  name  of  Tortulay 
fupDofed  to  be  a  midwife  of  Salerno,  but 
others,  with  what  juflice  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay,  afcribe  it  to  one  Eros,  a  phyfician, 
emancipated  by  Julia,  the  daughter  of  Au- 
guftus,  which  it  is  fufficient  to  have  men- 
tioned ;  as  likewife  the  work  publifhed  the 
fame  year  by  Anthony  Guainier^  profeffor 
at  Pavia. 

Much  about  this  time  Nicholas  des  Roches 
publifhed.  His  works,  which,  by  their  title, 
'  De  morbis  mulierum  curandis  liber,  partim 
1  ex  veterum  Graecorum,  Latinorum,  et 
i  Arabum  monumentis,  partim  experientia 
U  u  u  '  propria, 
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6  propria,  confeclis,'  fhow  evidently  that 
they  are  to  be  confidered  as  a  compilation 
from  thofe  that  went  before. 

Ltidouicus  Bonaciolus  of  Ferrara  came 
immediately  after  des  Roches,  and 

Was  followed  by  Jacobus  Silvius  of 
Amiens. 

The  next  author  is  the  celebrated  Am* 
brofe  Pare  of  Laval,  firft  furgeon  to  Fran- 
cis II.  Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III.  of  France. 
Being  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  he  was  the 
only  one  knowingly  preferved  in  the  dread- 
ful mafTacre  of  Paris,  on  account  of  his  ha-  , 
ving  cured  Charles  IX.  of  a  pricked  tendon., 
occafioned  by  blood-letting. 

He  is  juftly  looked  upon  as  the  reflorer 
and  improver  of  midwifery.  In  1554,  n*s 
work  upon  furgery  was  publifhed,  one 
book  of  which  is  entirely  upon  midwifery. 
He  is  a  ftrong  advocate  for  turning  the 
child,  fo  as  to  bring  it  by  the  feet,  when 
prefenting  wrong  ;  and,  indeed,  by  many, 
he  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  inventor  of  this 
practice,  though  I  mentioned  before,  that, 
in  jEtius's  works,  we  have  feveral  hints  of 

«  »  it, 
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it,  which,  however,  was  not  univerfally 
adopted,  till  revived  by  Pare.  Kis  works, 
which  were  originally  in  French,  were 
tranflated  into  Latin,  and  publifhed  in  1582, 
by  Jacques  Guillemeau. 

Jacobus  Rueffy  furgeon  in  Zurich,  pu- 
blifhed, in  1554,  '  De  conceptu  et  genera- 
'  tione,'  and  gives  figures  of  the  different 
caies. 

Adami  Lonicer  '  Confcitutio  et  normae 
4  obftetricum,'   wras  publifhed  at  Frankfort 

I573- 

y acqties  Guillemeau  %  who  tranflated  Pare, 

publifhed,  in  1609,  a  treatife  on  midwifery, 
confirming  the  doctrines  advanced  by  Pare, 
with  regard  to  turning  by  the  feet.  He 
likewife  advifes,  in  cafes  of  floodings,  im- 
mediately to  deliver  the  woman,  by  which 
method  he  faved  the  life  of  Fare's  daugh- 
ter. He  is  a  great  enemy  to  the  Caefarian 
operation. 

From  this  period,  the  French  got  the 
flart  of  other  European  nations  in  this 
branch,  as,   by  the  erection  of  the  Hotel 


de 
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de  Dieu  at  Paris5  into  which  women  with 
child  wrere  admitted,  the  furgeons  had  an 
opportunity  of  improving  themfelves  in 
midwifery  ;  and  the  women,  feeing  the 
fuccefs  attending  the  men  in  cafes  former- 
ly deemed  defperate,  began  to  throw  oft 
thofe  foolifn  prejudices  which  had  hitherto 
prevailed,  and  called  them  in  to  affift  in 
laborious  deliveries. 

Befides  tliefe  advantages,  which  were 
particular  to  our  art,  this  proved  a  remark- 
able epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  medicine,  on 
account  of  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  firft  publiihed  by  Dr  William 
Harvey,  an  Englifh  phyfician.  He  was 
born  in  Kent  the  2d  of  April  1578.  After 
a  grammatical  education-  at  Canterbury,  he 
profecuted  his  ftudies,  fir  ft  in  Gonvii  arid 
Caius  College,  Cambridge  ;  and  afterwards 
at  Padua,  under  Euftachius  Rhodius,  John 
Thomas  Minandous,  and  Hieronymus  Fa- 
bricius  ab  Aquapendente,  and  was  gradua- 
ted doctor  of  medicine  in  that  univeriity  ; 
and,  on  his  return  to  England,  was  admit- 
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ted  ad  eundem,  at  Cambridge.  In  the  year 
1604,  he  was  received  licentiate  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  ;  and,  three 
years  after,  was  elected  fellow. 

On  a  vacancy,  occafroned  by  Doctor 
Davies's  refignation  or  death,  he  was  ap- 
pointed lecturer  on  anatomy  and  furgery 
there;  and,  on  the  16th,  17th,  and  1 8th 
of  April  1 61 6,  he,  in  his  lectures,  publish- 
ed his  opinion  refpecting  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  which  he  afterwards  communi- 
cated to  the  public  in  his  work,  printed  at 
Frankfort  in  the  year  1628,  under  the  title 
of  c  Exercitatio  anatomica  de  motu  cordis 
*  et  fanguinis  in  animalibus.' 

This  difcovery  is  by  Vander  Linden  a- 
fcribed  to  Hippocrates,  whom  he  labours 
to  prove  knew  it. 

Another  author,  Servetus,  who  was  burnt 
at  Geneva  for  Arianifm,  in  a  book,  entitled 
c  Chriftianifmi  Reftitutio,'  printed  in  the 
year  l553>  afferts,  that  the  blood  paffes 
through  the  lungs  from  the  right  to  the 
left  auricle  of  the  heart. 

In 
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In  the  anatomy  of  Realdus  Columbus  of 
Cremona,  printed  at  Venice,  he  afferts,  that 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  was  performed 
through  the  lungs  in  the  fame  way  as  Ser- 
vetus  had  done  ;  but,  as  he  adds,  no  man 
ever  had  taken  notice  of  it  before,  we  are 
naturally  led  to  conclude,  that  he  had  ne- 
ver feen  Servetus's  works.  He  goes  fur- 
ther, and  fays,  the  veins  lodge  the  whole 
blood  in  the  vena  cava,  which  carries  it  to 
the  heart,  and,  having  reached  the  left 
ventricle,  is  thrown  from  it  into  the  aorta 
again,  when  enlivened  by  the  air,  and  fo  is 
diffufed  through  the  whole  body. 

In  the  works  of  Andreas  Caefalpinus,  we 
find  him  more  particular  in  examining  how 
the  arteries  and  veins  anaftomofe  at  their 
extremities.  His  two  books  were  printed, 
his  Peripatetical  Queftions  at  Venice,  in 
the  year  1571,  and  his  Medical  Queftions 
in  the  year  1593. 

In  the  firft,  he  ufes  the  word  circulation^ 
which  had  never  been  applied  before  in 
that  fenfe.  He  alio  obferves,  that  the  blood 

fwells 
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fwells   below   the   ligatures  in  veins,   and 
-urges  that  circumftance  in  confirmation  of 
his  opinion. 

Some  hints  may  be  found  to  the  fame 
purport,  in  Conjlantius  Varolius\  anatomy, 
printed  in  the  year  1591 . 

As  all  thefe  authors  that  I  have  men- 
tioned publifhed  prior  to  Harvey,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that,  upon  his  giving  a 
much  more  diPdncl:,  full,  plain,  and  accu- 
rate account  of  the  ftru&ure  of  the  heart 
and  blood- veffels,  and  defcription  of  the 
courfe  of  the  blood  through  the  body, 
tracing  it  in  its  paflage  from  one  fide  of 
the  heart  to  the  other,  through  the  lungs, 
its  diftribution,  by  means  of  the  arteries, 
through  every  part  of  the  body,  and  the 
manner  of  its  returning  by  the  veins  to  the 
heart,  that  he,  having  been,  with  juftice, 
generally  efteemed  the  difcoverer  of  the 
circulation,  fome  of  his  contemporaries, 
out  of  envy,  mould  produce  thefe  authors 
as  rivals  to  him. 

The 
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The  progrefs  of  this  difcovery  feems  to 
have  gone  on  as  follows  : 

Servetus  firft  faw  the  blood  pafs  through 
the  lungs. 

Columbus  went  farther,  and  fhewed  the 
ufe  of  the  valves  of  the  heart,  which  let 
the  blood  in  and  out  of  its  different  cavi- 
ties, but  not  by  the  felf-fame  paffage. 

Caefalpinus  was  a  little  more  particular, 
as  I  obferved  above,  on  this  head  ;  fo  that, 
when  Harvey  came,  the  path  was  chalked 
out,  and  he  built  upon  the  foundations  al- 
ready laid.  His  work  was  the  eafier,  as 
the  valves  of  the  veins,  which  were  difco- 
vered  by  Father  Paul  the  Venetian,  and 
not  long  before  explained  by  Fabricius  ab 
Aquapendente,  more  clearly  demonftrated 
the  circulation.  On  this  account  Thomas 
Bartholine  and  Confentinus  have  raifed 
Father  Paul  as  another  rival  to  Harvey, 
by  aliedging,  that  a  manufcript  of  his  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  a  friend,  wherein  the 
circulation,  as  publilhed  by  Harvey,  is  de- 
fcribed  ;  hence  concluding,  that  Paul  gave 

'    it 
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it   to  Fabricius,   who  communicated  it  to 
Harvey,  when  ftudying  at  Padua. 

The  true  ftate  of  the  facl:  was,  that  Har-  ' 
veyy  on  his  return  to  England,  immediate- 
ly after  the  publication  of  his  book,  pre- 
sented a  copy  of  it  to  the  Venetian  Am- 
baffador,  who,  going  home,  lent  it  to  Fa- 
ther Paul,  who  made  extracts  from  it  for 
his  amufement  and  private  ufe,  and  which 
are  all  that  is  contained  in  the  above  men- 
tioned manufcript.  As  to  Harvey 's  doc- 
trines and  arguments,  his  works  explain 
them  very  fatisfactorily  ;  and  though,  in 
the*  works  of  his  rivals,  there  are  Tome 
leading  hints  tending  to  this  difcovery,  yet 
ftill  it  is  now  univetfally  allowed  by  every 
unprejudiced  perfori,  that  it  was  to  the  im- 
mortal Harvey  (juftly  fo  called)  that  we 
are  indebted  for  it  5  and,  indeed,  one  who 
afcribes  the  difcovery  to  Gaefalpinus,  con- 
cludes, that  Harvey  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
fhare  the  honour  of  it  with  him  ;  c  Par  de- 
1  cus   manet  et  ilium  qui  primum  invenitj 

X  x  x  i  et 
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c  et  qui  poftremum  perfecit*  Nefclo  enim 
i  an  praeftat  invenifle  an  ditafle.' 

Near  about  this  time,  or  the  beginning 
/£>&%  °f  x 600,  Ludovica  Eourfiet\  widwife  to 
Mary  de  Medicis,  publifhed  a  fhort  trea- 
tife  on  our  fubje£t,  for  the  ufe  of  women. 

1663,  Hendrick  Van  Roonhuyzen  publifh- 
ed  a  work  founded  upon  experience,  in 
which  he  gives  inftanees  of  the  Caefarian  o- 
peration  being  performed,  which  he  praifes, 
and  endeavours  to  clear  from  the  objections 
commonly  thrown  out  againft  it.  He  prac- 
tifed  midwifery  at  Amfterdam,  and  left  to 
his  fon  and  the  phyficians  there  a  fecret  me- 
thod of  extracting  the  child,  which  was  the 
firft  hint  of  the  forceps,  as  has  been  already 
taken  notice  of*.  His  book  was  tranflated 
into  Englifh  in  1676. 

The  next  author  I  fhall  mention  is  one 
of  confiderable  merit,  whatever  fome  may 
feern  to  infinuate  to  the  contrary  ;  I  mean 
Francis   Mauriceau   of  Paris,   an   eminent 

furgeon 

*  See  p.  184.  tab.  19.  &  M.  Levret  fur  les  acc£>uch= 
mens  laborieux. 
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furgeon  and  man-midwife.     He  publifhed 

*  Traite  des  maladies  des  femmes  groffes  et 

*  de  celies  qui  font  accouchees,  in  1668, 
at  Paris.  In  this,  the  anatomy  of  the  parts, 
with  regard  to  midwifery,  is  good.  He 
next  treats  of  the  difeafes  of  women  with 
child.  From  this  he  goes  on  to  the  prac- 
tical part  of  his  fubject,  recommending  the 
delivery  by  the  feet  in  preternatural  cafes  5 
but  is  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  extricate  the 
head  when  fixed  in  the  pelvis  ;  for,  being 
ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  he  ad~ 
vifes  the  ufe  of  fillets,  and  the  opening  the 
head  with  an  inftrument  of  his  own  con- 
trivance, his  tiretete^  which  I  have  men- 
tioned in  its  proper  place,  though  cannot 
approve  of  it.  He  diffuades.us  from  at- 
tempting the  Caefarian  fettion.  In  his 
third  book,  he  confiders  the  difeafes  of  in- 
lying women  and  children.  In  1695,  he 
publifhed  '  Obfervations  fur  la  groflefle  et. 
6  fui  Taccouchment  des  femmes  groffes/ 
which  contain  a  great  variety  of  cafes, 
many  of  them  excellent :   1706,  his  '  Der- 

1  nier; 
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*  niers   obfervations    fur    les    maladies    des 

*  femmes  groiTes  et  accouchees,    appeared. 
He   like  wife   pubiifhed    c  Aphorifms   tou- 

*  chants  la  groflfeiTe,  1  aceouchment,  les  raa- 
6  ladies  et  autres  indifpofitionsdes  femmes,5 
which  are  corollaries  drawn  from  his  ob- 
fervations. The  approbation  with  which 
his  writings  have  been  received,  may  be 
judged  of  by  their  having  been  tranflated 
into  raoft  languages. 

At  the  fame  time,  lived  Doctor  Chamber- 
lain of  London,  and  his  three  fons,  all  prac- 
tifino-  midwifery.     One  of  them  tranflated 
the  firft  volume  of  Mauriceau's  works  into 
Englifh  ;  and,   in  a  preface  affixed,   when 
mentioning  Mauriceau's  method  of  extract- 
ing he  obferves,  that  his  father,  brothers, 
and  himfelf,   were  in  pofleffion  of  a  better 
contrivance  for  that  purpofe,    which  could 
be  ufed  without  endangering  either  mother 
or  child,   and  which  afterwards  was  difco- 
vered  to  be  the  forceps.     After  ufing  them 
fuccefsfully  in  England,  he  went  to  France, 
'  in  hopes  of  felling  his  fecret ;  but,  not  fuc- 

ceeding 
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ceeding  there,  brought  his  inftruments 
back. 

Co/me  Vtardel,  in  1671,  published  '  Ob- 

*  fervations  fur  la  pratique  des  accouch- 
'  mens  naturels,  contre  nature  et  mon- 
1  ftreux  ;'  in  which  he  is  always  cenfuring 
Mauriceau,  whofe  rival  he  was.  There  are 
many  errors  in  his  book ;  yet  ftill  there  are, 
fome  obfervations  worthy  of  notice. 

The  next  author  of  note  is  Paul  Portal^ 
who  publifhed,  in  1685,  his  works,  which, 
though  inferior  to  Mauriceau,  are  worthy 
of  perufal,  on  account  of  the  experience 
and  candour  of  the  author. 

Philipe  Peu%  in  his  c  Pratique  des  ac- 
-  couchmens,'  printed  at  Paris  1694,  rejects 
the  Caefarian  operation  and  Mauriceau's 
inftruments,  but  does  not  fubflitute  any 
better  in  their  place. 

Doctor  Henry  Daventer  of  Dort  publifh- 
ed at  Ley  den,  in  1701,  his  \  Movem  lumen 
<  obftetricantium  ;'  and,  in  1724,  his  i  UI- 

*  terius  examen  partuum  difficilium,   Lapis 
'  Lidius  obftetricum,  et  de  neceffitate  infpi- 

i  ciendi 


534        A   HISTORICAL 

*  ciendi*caB(davera  puerperarurm'  His  prin- 
cipal tenet  is,  that  difficult  cafes  arife  from 
the  obliquity  of  the  womb,  and  next,  that 
the  placenta  is  always  found  adhering  to 
the  fundus  uteri  ;  the  falfity  of  which,  I 
have  had  more  occafions  than  one  to  fhow. 
He  recommends,  in  cafes  of  floodings,  and 
that  very  properly,  to  break  the  mem- 
branes, as  a  proper  ftep  to  check  them  ; 
and,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  book  which  is 
well  worth  perufal  to  thofe  a  little  advanced 
in  the  ftudy. 

Jean  Ruleau  published  at  Paris,  in  1704, 
'  Traite  de  Toperation  Caefarien  et  des  ac- 

*  couchrnens  difficiles ;'  in  which  he  gives 
an  inftance  of  his  having  performed  the 
Caefarian  fec~tion  with  fuccefs. 

Madam  de  la  Marche,  commonly  called 
du  Tertre,  midwife  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  pu- 
blifhed  at  Paris,  in  1677,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
female  pupils,  c  Inftrudion  famiiiere  et  utile 

*  aux  fages  femmes.'  This  was  reprinted 
in  1 7 10  ;  in  which  laft  edition,  {he  gives  a 
very  remarkable  inftance  of  the  diflecHon  ^ 
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of  a  woman,  in  whom  were  found  two  di- 
ftincT:  uteri,  and  one  vagina,  of  which  fhe 
has  given  plates,  and  which  are  copied  in- 
to this  publication.  Alongft  with  this  trea- 
tife,  there  is  likewife  a  collection  of  re- 
ceipts from  Madame  Bourfier  before  men- 
tioned. 

Pierre  Dionis,  in  1718,  published  at  Paris 

*  Traite  general  des  accouchmens  qui  in- 

*  ftruit  de  tout  ce  qu'il  faut  faire  pour  etre 

*  habile  accoucheur.'  He  is  very  prolix, 
and  too  cenforious  of  Mauriceau,  whofe 
principles,  however,  he  implicitly  follows. 

Pierre  Arnand  of  Paris,  in  1 714,  wrote  a 
treatife  on  this  fubjed:,  principally  with  a 
view  to  recommend  an  invention  of  his 
which  was  ingenious  enough,  had  it  been 
poffible  to  ufe  it,  namely,  a  net,  which  he 
propofed  to  put  over  the  head  of  the  child 
when  left  in  the  uterus,  and  fo  to  extract 
it.  The  difficulty  of  applying  fuch  an  in- 
ftrument  mull  appear  at  firft  fight  to  every 
one  the  leaft  converfant  in  midwifery ; 
and,  even  fuppofmg  it  fixed,  ftill  it  can  be 
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of  no  fervice  where  the  head  is  too  large, 
or  the  pelvis  too  narrow. 

GuiL  Mauqueji  de  la  Motte,  furgeon  at 
Valogne  in  Normandy,  publifhed  at  Paris, 
1 715,  c  Traite  complete  des  accouchmens,' 
in  quarto.  His  great  fault  is  prolixity  ;  but 
we  have  an  excellent  abridgement  of  it  in 
Englifhby  MrTomkyns,  in  one  vol.  octavo* 
He  feems,  in  fpite  of  the  period  at  which  he 
wrote,  either  to  have  been  ignorant  of,  or 
not  to  have  approved  the  ufe  of  the  for- 
ceps, as,  in  moil:  laborious  cafes  where  the 
head  prefented,  he  turned,  and  delivered  by 
the  feet.  He  has  a  great  number  of  obser- 
vations from  his  own  practice,  the  exten- 
five  nature  of  which  rendered  him  a  very 
expert  operator  ;  and,  on  this  account,  his 
work,  or  the  abridgement  of  it,  is  a  very 
neceiTary  book  for  practitioners. 

DoSior  Monbray,  who  was  the  firft  who 
taught  midwifery  in  London,  publifhed  his 
Female  Phyfician  in  1724. 

Edmund  Chapman  is  the  next  author  to 
be   mentioned,    who   praclifed    midwifery 

1  at 
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at  London,  and  publifhed  there,  in  1733, 
in  octavo,  his  treatife  on  the  improvement 
of  midwifery.  To  him  we  are  indebted 
for  the  firft  publication  of  Chamberlain's 
Forceps,  with  which  he  delivered  feve- 
raU,  and,  by  accidentally  lofing  the  fcrew 
with  which  he  uied  to  fallen  them,  found 
they  anfwered  fully  better  without  it  ; 
this  observation,  by  rendering  the  in- 
ftrument  more  fimple,  confiderably  impro- 
ved it. 

1734,  Mr  William  Giffard's  cafes  in 
midwifery  were  publifhed  at  London  by 
DoBor  Edward Body,  containing  225  cafes. 
A  great  number  of  thefe  he  delivered  with 
the  forceps,  and  fome  of  them  with  a  fingle 
blade.  His  work,  as  it  confiits  of  plain 
narrations  of  facts,  without  having  any 
favourite  theory  to  fupport,  deferves  the 
accurate  perufal  of  thofe  intending  to  prac- 
tife.  One  thing  I  muft  take  notice  of,  which 
is  the  frequent  introduction  of  his  hand  to 
bring  off  the  placenta,  no  lefs  than  about 
99  times  or  upwards  ;  which  practice  has 

Y  y  y  been 
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been  already  confidered  at  large  in  its  pro- 
per place. 

T.  DwtoktSi   I73^,  publifl  :       .  London 
1  The   midwife   rightly  in  it  meted.'      T: 
book  '  ':  and  minute,  and  confeqnent- 

\y  proper  for  female  pv 

1-37,  Henry  Bracks-      '  I  ...'.wife's  cr 
'  panion,5    and   Sarah  Stones    '   Complete 
*  practice  of  mi        ferjr,'  "  I  at 

London. 

The  next  author  of  note   is   L 
!ic!\  profeffor  at  Heimftadt,  who,  after 
:  feparate  treat:    :  ed  his  large 

work  on  forgery,  under  the  title  of  '  Infii- 
1  tutiones  chirurgiae/  at  Amiterdam, 
1750,  in  quarto.  In  th::  Work,  the  cha- 
racter of  which  is  fuffi-v  eftabliilied3 
we  have  a  diftind,  though  fhort  fyflem  of 
the  practice  of  midwifery. 

1739,  Sir  R  icha  1  w  puhl 

ed  at  London  his  *  Compendium  artis  ob- 
c  ftetricandi  ;'  in  which  he  reduces  the  prac- 
tice of  delivery  in  natural  and  preternatural 
births,,  and  the  difeafes  of  pregnant  and  in- 
lying 
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lying  women,  into  tables  ;  to  which  he  adds 
aphoriims,  partly  his  own;  and  partly  drawn 
from  Hippocrates's  wrorks.  It  was  reprinted 
at  Hall,  1 746,  by  Philip  Adalphus  Boehmer% 
with  feveral  diflertations  cf  his  own,  in 
which  he  refutes  the  notion  of  the  child's 
turning  in  the  womb  before  birth,  and 
gives  an  excellent  effay  on,  and  defcription 
of  the  forceps  invented  by  the  Chamberlains, 
and  improved  by  Chapman  and  Giffard. 

1742,  Sir  Fielding  Quid  at  Dublin  pu- 
bliihed  a  treatife  on  midwifery,  in  three 
parts,  which  is  a  Ihort  compendium,  con- 
taining the  method  of  operating  in  labori- 
ous and  difficult  cafes.  He  alledges,  that 
the  moM  natural  iituation  of  the  head  is 
not  that  where  the  face  is  diredtiy  10  the 
middle  of  the  facrum,  but  where  the  chin 
of  the  child  refts  upon  one  or  other  cf  the 
ihoulders.  He  recommends  an  inftrun  : :: 
for  opening  the  head,  which  he  calls  his 
terehra  oculia*^  fimilar  to  Monfi'eur  Petit's 
fharyngotom  ;  but  which  I  fhoukl  not  ima- 
gine could  ever  be  ufecl  with  fucqeft,  bo- 
on 

*  See  Tabic  iq.  fig.  2.      i  - 
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on  account  of  its  weaknefs,  and  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  aperture  which  it  makes.  He 
defcribes  the  make  and  ufe  of  the  forceps, 
and  is  a  great  enemy  to  the  Caefarian  ope- 
ration. 

1743,  Jacques  Mefnard  of  Paris  publish- 
ed his  '  Guide  des  accoucheurs,'  by  way 
of  queftion.  and  anfwer  ;  in  which  he  de- 
fcribes and  recommends  the  Caefarian  fec- 
tion  ;  is  very  accurate  in  his  defcription  of 
the  forceps  ;  and  is  the  firft  that  recom- 
mends the  crooked  crotchet,  that  inftru- 
ment  having  been  always  ftraight  till  then. 

1747,  Monf.  Andre  Levret  publifhed  at 
Paris  c  Obfervations  fur  les  caufes  et  les  ac« 
■  cidens  de  plufieurs  accouchmens  labo- 
'  rieiix  ;'  in  which  he  recommends  an  in- 
flrument  of  three  blades  for  extracting  the 
head  when  left  in  the  uterus,  but  which 
will  be  found  too  complex,  and  not  to  an- 
fwer the  purpofe.  In  1749,  he  publifhed 
on  polypi  of  the  uterus,  &c.  ;  in  which 
work  he  is  infupportably  prolix.  In  1753, 
his  compendium  of  midwifery  appeared, 
Intended  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  ftudents, 

and 
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and  fince  re-printed  in  1761  and  in  1766. 
In  his  firft  work,  he  propofes,  and  gives 
plates  of  fome  improvements  upon  the  for- 
ceps, which  are,  or  were  of  late,  generally 
adopted  in  France. 

Doclor  John  Burton  at  York  publifhed  at 
London  a  treatife  on  midwifery  about 
1751,  in  which  he  gives  a  very  excellent 
defcription  of  the  pelvis,  for  the  purpofes 
of  this  branch  ;  but,  in  feveral  other  points, 
feems  to  have  overlooked  or  undervalued 
many  difcoveries  that  had  been  made  be- 
fore his  time.  His  forceps  are  not  near  fo 
good  as  the  common  ones  ;  and  his  ex- 
traelor*,  being  much  the  fame  with  Dr  F. 
Quid's  terebra  ocujta,  labours  under  the 
like  inconveniencies.  His  extenfor  oris 
uteri  is  an  unneceffary  inilrument ;  and  his 
crutch,  which  differs  little,  from  the  impel- 
lens  of  the  Arabians,  is  a  dangerous  one. 
His  obfervations  on  the  difeafes  of  women 
are  well  worth  perufing. 

I75h 

*  For  a  reprefentation  of  this  inilrument,  with  the 
Roonhuyfen  fecret,  Mauriceau's  tire  tete,  and  Sir  F. 
Quid's  terebra  occulta,  fee  Plate  19. 
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1 75 1-  DoStor  Brudenel  Exton  published 
at  London  '  A  new  fyftem  of  midwifery,' 
which  is  rather -to  be  confidered  as  a  com- 
pilation than  an  original  work. 

One  thing,  however,  muft  be  taken  no- 
tice of,  which  is,  that,  in  his  introduction, 
when  mentioning  Mr  Chapman,  who  pu- 
blifhed  Chamberlain's  forceps,  he  endeavours 
to  reprobate  the  notion  that  Chamberlain 
ufed  any  fuch  inftruments ;  becaufe  he  fliles 
it  a  manual  operation,  and  therefore  it  muft 
have  been  by  turning  children,  and  bring- 
ing them  by  the  feet,  a  practice  not  much 
known  or  employed  at  that  time  :  He  adds, 
?  If  deliveries  can  be  performed  by  the 
c  hand,  without  the  ufe  of  inftruments,  it 
4  is  much  the  fafeft.     The  only  cafe  where 

*  the  forceps  can  be  ufed,  is  when  the  head 
■  of  the  infant  lies  very  low  in  the  vagina, 
c  and  (ticks  there.     For  many  years  I  made 

*  ufe  of  the  forceps  ;  but,  for  fome  time 
6  paft,  I  have  delivered  with  my  hands  a- 
c  lone,   by  forcing  back  with  one  of  them 

*  the  os  coccygis,   and   bringing  down  the 

*  head  ;  and,  when  that   is  brought  very 

c  low, 
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*  low,  to  apply  the  other  hand  upon  the 
4  head,  and  prefs  that  gently  down,  in  the 
c  manner  which  I  have  in  the  body  of  this 
c  book  more  fully  directed.  This  method 
c  is  alfo  recommended  by  Daventer  and 
I  Doftor  Heifter  *  '  This  is  ftill  praGifed 
In  France,  though  in  cafes  where  no  fuch 
affiftance  is  necefTary  ;  for,  wherever  Ex- 
ton's  method,  as  laid  down  by  him  in  the 
foregoing  pafiage,  might  be  of  fervice,  they 
have  recourfe  to  Levret's  forceps,  but  prac- 
tice the  other,  to  haften  natural  deliveries. 

The  fame  year  Doctor  William  Smellie 
published,  in  odavo,,  the  firft  volume  of 
his  5  Treadle  on   the  theory   and   practice 

*  of  midwifery/  This  volume  is  taken 
up  with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  difeafes 
of  women  and  children,  and  the  inftruc- 
tions  refpeding  delivery,  our  author  refer- 
ving  all  his  cafes  and  obfervations  to  make 
up  two  other  volumes  ;  the  fecond  of 
which,  with  a  folio- fet  of  plates,  were  pu- 
blished in  '  175^  >  bu*  the  third  volume, 
which  completes  the  work,  did  not  appear 

till 

*  See  mtrodu&ion  to  Exton's  Midwifery. 
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till  1764,  after  the  Doctor's  death.  This 
book -contains  more  of  the  modern  practice 
of  midwifery  than  molt  others  extant,  and, 
indeed,  is  the  ground- work  upon  which 
many  improvements  made  fince  that  time 
are  founded.  In  fome  parts  of  his  work 
he  is  not  fo  eafily  comprehended,  except 
by  fuch  as  are  a  little  advanced  in  the  ftudy. 

1752,  George  Gounfel  publiihed  \  The 
*  new  art  of  midwifery,'  which  is  principal- 
ly an  abridgement  of  Dr  Smellie,and  is  very 
well  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  mid  wives. 

Same  year  I  ike  wife  Joannes  Georgius 
Roederer,  M.  D.  profeffor  at  Gottingen, 
publiihed,  befides  many  other  pieces  which 
have  a  relation  to  this  art,  a  very  complete 
fyllabus  of  midwifery  ;  and  afterwards,  in 
1759,  he  favoured  the  public  with  a  fet  of 
tables  of  the  gravid  uterus. 

1753,  A  letter  to  Dr  Smellie  from  Bur- 
ton  was  publiihed,  which  is  a  fevere  criti- 
cifm  of  Smellie's  practice.  Though,  in 
fome  points,  Burton  may  be  right5  yet,  in 
many,  he  ihows  more  fpite  than  candour. 

*754* 
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1754,  Benjamin  Pugh  furgeon  at  Clems- 
ford  in  Eflex,  printed,  with  a  view  to  re- 
commend fome  improvements  upon  the 
forceps,  in  order  to  prevent  opening  the 
head  of  children  fo  often  as  was  at  that 
time  done.  His  intentions  are  noble  ;  and 
the  hint  of  the  curved  forceps,  and  the  ufe 
of  inftrurrients  of  different  lengths,  are  what 
he  principally  infifts  upon. 

1755,  Dr  Watt  published  '  Reflections 
*  on  laborious  births,'  which  he  afcribes  to 
a  want  of  irritation  in  the  orifice  of  the 
womb; 

1759-,  Mr  Morijfot  Dejlande'si  regent  of 
the  faculty  of  medicine  of  Paris,  published 
Mr  Puzos\  c  Traite  des  accouchmeris,'  iri 
quarto  ;  in  which  are  many  very  curious 
obfervations,  and  fbme  ufeful  diflertations 
upon  the  tranflation  of  the  milk. 

The  next  author  I  ihall  mention  is  Dr 
Aflruc,  whofe  works  on  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  are  well  known  :  He  has  likewife  pu~ 
blifhed  three  volumes  on  the  difeafes  of 
women,  in  which,  according  to  cuftom,  he 

Z  z  z  is 
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is  rather  prolix.  In  a  feparate  volume,  he 
has  given  a  treatife  on  midwifery  ;  but,  be- 
ing no  practifer  himfelf,  as  he  acknow- 
ledges, we  can  only  expect  a  compilation. 
He  has  alfo  written  on  the  difeafes  of  chil- 
dren. His  fyftem  of  the  womb  and  theory 
of  the  menfes  were  attacked  by  Baron  Van 
Szuieten  ;  and  the  candour  and  decency 
which  appeared  in  the  writings  of  thefe  great 
men,  was  a  proof  that  it  was  not  the  love  of 
detraction,  or  a  principle  of  envy  which  en- 
gaged Van  Swieten  in  the  difpute,  and  that 
M.  Aftruc  wras  perfectly  open  to  conviction,, 
I  (hall  Only  add  at  prefent,  that  his  works 
merit  that  exertion  of  patience  which  their 
prolixity  renders  neceffary  in  the  perufal. 

1765,  Was  publifhed  a  treatife  on  mid- 
wifery by  John  Menus  of  Aberdeen  ;  of 
which  all  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  we  find 
nothing  in  it  but  what  we  have  already 
much  better  in  Smellie  and  other  authors. 

1769,  Dr  Robert  Wallace- johnjl  one  pu- 
blished a  large  treatife  in  quarto  on  thi& 
fubje&,  valuable,  as  containing  the  opi- 
nions 
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nlons  of  mod  of  his  contemporaries.  Se- 
veral of  his  theories  feem,  however,  to  be 
built  on  not  very  folid  foundations,  and 
the  improvements  upon  the  inftruments 
deftitute  of  utility,  except  the  forceps, 
which  certainly  he  altered  much  for  the 
better. 

1770,  A.  Toher  publifhed  a  fmall  trea- 
tife  of  no  great  merit,  giving  an  account  of 
the  then  ftate  of  midwifery  at  Paris. 

Same  year,  Monf.  Raulin  publifhed  his 
?  Inftru&ions  fuccintes,'  proper  enough  for 
the  female  pupils  attending  the  Hotel  de 
Dieu. 

1772,  Dr  Leake  at  London  publifhed  an 
improvement  on  the  forceps,  but  which, 
by  rendering  them  more  complex,  makes 
them  confequently  ldsjigfulj  though,  I 
am  informed  fince,  that  he  has  dropt  the 
ufe  of  the  third  blade  which  he  propofed 
to  employ. 

Dr  Alexander  Hamilton,  prefent  profef- 
for  of  midwifery  here,  publifhed,  in  the 
vear   1775,   his   elements  of  midwifery  ; 

and, 
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and,  in  1781,  he  likewife  publifhed  a  trea« 
rife,  principally  intended  for  the  ufe  of  wo- 
men. In  this,  his  directions  refpeding  diet 
and  medicine  are  very  full  and  diftineT: ; 
and,  towards  the  end  of  laft  year,  a  fecond 
edition,  enlarged,  of  his  elements  were 
printed.  As  we  may  naturally  fuppofe  that 
thefe  are  pretty  univerfally  known,  their 
accuracy  will  ferve  as  a  fufficient  proof  of 
their  utility. 

Befides  thefe  books,  which  treat  more 
immediately  upon  the  operative  part  of 
our  fubjecT:,  the  puerperal  fever  has  of  late 
years  attracted  the  attention  of  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  eminence  who  have  written  up- 
on the  fubject. 

Dr  Manning,  in  1 771  ;  Dr  Hulme  and 
Dr  Leake,  in  1772  ;  Mr  Charles  White  of 
Manchefter,  whom  I  have  had  occafion  to 
mention  before,  in  1773  ;  Dr  Kirkland,  m 
1774;  and  Dr  Butter^  in  1775?  have  all 
publifhed  on  this  fubject. 

As, 
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As  this  difeafe  is  a  very  alarming  one, 
commonly  proving  foon  fatal,  and,  as  thefe 
gentlemen  have,  in  fome  points,  more  or 
lefs  differed  from  one  another,  their  works 
deferve  a  ferious  perufal  by  every  one  pra- 
tifing  midwifery,  or  indeed  by  every  one 
profeffing  the  healing  art. 


THE 


THE      TABLES, 


WITH    THEIR 


EXPLANATIONS. 


TABLE      I. 

Figure  I. 

Represents  a  well-formed  female  pelvis, 

A.  The  laft  vertebrae  of  the  loins. 

B.  The  os  facrum. 

C.  The  os  coccyx. 
DD.  The  oflfa  ilia, 
EE.  The  offa  ifchia. 

F.  The  ofla  pubis  ;  the  letter  F  being  im- 
mediately placed  below  their  fymphyfis. 

GG.  The  foramina  magna. 

HH.  The  acetabula. 

IIIIII.  The  brim,   or  fuperior  aperture  of 
the  pelvis,  which  is  of  an  oval  fhape. 

Where 
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Where  we  may  remark,  that  the  largeft 
axis  is  from  the  infide  of  the  ridge  of 
the  one  os  ilium  to  that  of  the  other. 

Fig.   2.  and  3. 

Reprefent  two  different  views  of  the  head 
of  a  foetus  come  to  the  full  time,  done 
on  a  fcale  correfponding  with  the  pelvis. 
Thefe  two  figures  fhow  that  the  head  is 
divided,  in  the  infant  ftate,  into  feveral 
different  bones,  which  are  connected  to- 
gether by  yielding  membranes. 

In  Fig.   2. 

We  obferve,  that  the  diftance  between  A* 
the  vertex,  and  B,  the  chin,  is  greater 
than  between  C,  the  forehead,  and  D9 
the  hind-head  ;  and  in 

F  1  g.    3. 

That,  from  A,  the  os  occipitis,  to  B,  the 
os  frontis,  the  fkull  is  longer  than  from 
C  to  D,  the  lateral  parts  of  the  head. 

TABLE 
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TABLE      II. 

Reprefents  a  diftorted  female  pelvis, 
A.  The  five  vertebrae  of  the,loins„ 

C. 


DD. 
EE. 
F. 
GG. 

HH. 


i> 


Reprefent   the   fame    parts   as   in 
Table  I.  fig*  i* 


But  here  the  vertebrae  are  curved  in  their 
direction  laterally,  and  likewife  the  loweft 
of  them  with  the  upper  part  of  the  os  fa- 
crum  project  obliquely  forwards  and  in- 
wards ;  and  the  parts  of  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis  where  the  acetabula  are  placed,  are 
forced  inwards  and  backwards  \  hence  a 
very  confiderable  leffening  of  the  fuperior 
aperture  takes  place ;  and  again,  at  the  un- 
der aperture,  the  branches  of  the  pubis  and 
ifchia,  being  much  bent,  occaiion  the  tu- 
bers of  the  laft  to  approach  by  far  too  near 

to  each  other. 

TABLE 


Tab.h. 
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TABLE      III. 

Shows  the  delineation  of  the  fkeleton  of  a 
woman  very  much  deformed  ;  for  a  par- 
ticular defcription  of  her  cafe,  fee  Ap- 
pendix, Cafe  2. 

This  Ikeleton  at  prefent  meafures,  from  the 
crown  of  the  head  to  the  point  of  the  os 
calcis,  on  the  left  fide,  2  feet  7-I  inches. 

From  ditto  to  the  fuperior  joint  of  the  me- 
tatarfal  bone  of  the  great  toe  of  the  right 
foot,  2  feet  8T8-  inches. 

From  ditto  to  the  point  of  the  great  toe,  on 
the  left  fide,  which  hangs  a  good  deal 
lower  than  when  fhe  was  in  life,  as  Ihe 
commonly  walked  upon  the  fides  of  her 
feet,  2  feet  nT9-  inches. 

N.  B.  This  fkeleton  has  fhrunk  nearly 
2  inches  by  the  drying  of  the  ligaments. 


4  A  TABLE 
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TABLE      IV. 

Reprefents  the  external  parts  of  generation 

in  women. 
A.  The  mons  veneris. 
BB.  The  labia  pudendi  feparated. 
C.  The  body  of  the  clitoris,    a  little  below 

which,  its  glans,  covered  with  the  prae- 

purium,  appears. 
DD.  The  nymphae. 

E.  The  opening  of  the  urethra,  between 
which  and 

F.  Which  points  out  the  fraenum  labio- 
rum,  the  opening  of  the  vagina,  with 
fom-e  of  its  anterior  rugae,  are  feen  ;  and 
the  fpace  between  the  fraenum  labiorum, 
and 

&.  Which  reprefents  the  anus,  is  the  peri- 

naeum. 
H.  Nearly  where  the  point  of  the  os  coc- 

cygis  is,  ?nd 
II.  The  parts  nearly  covering  the  tubers  of 

the  ifchia. 

TABL  E 
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TABLE      V. 

A  view  of  the  fame  parts  as  large  as  life, 
with  the  addition  of  an  hymen  furround- 
-ing  the  opening  of  the  vagina.  As  the 
parts  are  explained  in  the  former  plate*, 
the  letters  are  omitted  here,  only  A 
marks  the  hymen. 


TABLE 
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TABLE      VI. 

The  parts  of  generation,  with  the  blood- 
veffels,  &c. 

A.  The  external  parts. 

B.  The  trunk  of  the  aorta. 

C.  The  vena  cava. 

DD.  The  emulgent  veins. 

EE.  The  emulgent  arteries* 

FF.  The  kidneys. 

GG.  The  ureters. 

H.  The  origin  of  the  fpermatie  arteries. 

I.  The  termination  of  the  left  fpermatie 
vein  into  the  emulgent  vein  on  the  fame 
fide. 

K.  The  right  fpermatie  vein  opening  di- 
rectly into  the  trunk  of  the  vena  cava. 

LL.  The  arteriae  iliacae  communes. 

M.  Venae  iliacae. 

NN.  Branches  of  the  internal  iliac  arteries. 

OO.  Branches  of  the  external  iliac  arteries, 

PP.  The  external  iliac  veins. 

QP^  The  hypogaftric  arteries  going  to  the 

womb 


1!a"b.  vr. 
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womb    and    vagina,    accompanied    with 

their  correfponding  veins. 
R.  The  fundus  uteri. 
SS.  The  round  ligaments. 
TT.   The  Fallopian  tubes. 
UU.  The  fimbriae  of  the  Fallopian  tubes. 
VV.   The  ovaria. 
W.  A  portion  of  the  reftum 
XY.  The  anterior  parts  of  the  cervex  uteri 

and  vagina. 
Z.  The  bladder  of  urine  collapfed. 
a.  The  clitoris, 
bb.  Veins  running  along  the  clitoris,  ana- 

ftomofing  with  each  other, 
cc.  The  crura  clitoridis. 
dd«  Its  mufcles  and  infertion  into  the  bones, 


TABLE 
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TABLE      VIL 

A.  The  pofterior  part  of  the  uterus* 

BB.  The  Fallopian  tubes. 

CC.  Their  fimbriae. 

DD.  The  ovaria. 

E.  The  orifice  of  the  womb.    •  -  - 

FF.  The  round  ligaments. 

G.  The  infide  of  the  vagina,  in  which  its 

anterior  rugae  are  feen, 
H.  The  opening  of  the  urethra, 
I.  The  glans  ctitofidisi    ;, 
KK.  A  portion1  -of  the  labia. 
LL.  The  nymph,  e,   which  are :  a  continu- 
-    ation  of  the  praeputium  clitoridis.  - 


TABLE 
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TABLE      VIII. 

Fig.    i. 

A.  The  fundus  uteri. 

BB.  The  origin  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  at 

their  infertion  into  the  womb. 
CC.  The  body  of  the  womb. 

D.  The  cervtx  uteri. 

E.  The  orifice  of  the  womb. 
FFF.  The  divided  peritonaeum. 

Fig.    2. 

A.  The  fundus  uteri. 

BB.  The  body  of  the  womb. 

G.  Its  cavity. 

D.  The  cervix. 

E.  The  internal  orifice. 

Fig.    3. 

The  fame  as  the  laft. 


TABLE 


$60        EXPLANATION 

T  A  B  L   E      IX. 

Fig.    i. 

AA.  The  ovarium  flit  open  longitudinally, 

B.  The  corpus  luteum. 

C.  A  large  ovum. 

DD.  Veficles  or  ova  opened. 

Fig.   2. 

A.  The  corpus  luteum. 

BC.  The  length  of  the  ovarium. 

D.  The  mark  of  a  large  opening  in  that 
ovarium. 

E.  A  fe&ion  of  the  corpus  luteum. 

F  i  g.    3. 

x^BC.  The  corpus  luteum  in  the  ovarium 
of  a  woman,  with  an  angular  opening 
fimilar  to  the  laft,  the  middle  line  being 
.of  a  dufkifh  colour. 

Fig.   4. 

An  ovarium  cut  open,  in  which 
AA.  Point  out  a  large  corpus  luteum  cut 

open 


"w  y. 
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open,  in  the  midil  of  which  a  cavity  is 
difcernible. 

B.  An  entire  ovum,   or,   as  Roederer  calls 
it,  vejicula  Graffiana. 

C.  Ova  opened. 

F  1  g.    5. 

The  ovarium  of  a  woman,   in  which 
ABCD,  point  out  feveral  corpora  lutea,  al- 
moft  difappearing. 


4  B  TABLE 
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TABLE      X. 

Reprefents  the  figure  of  a  double  uterus 
found  in  a  woman,  who  died  in  the  Ho- 
tel Dieu  of  Paris,  taken  from  the  treatife 
of  midwifery  publifhed  by  Madame  de 
la  Marche,  who  opened  the  body. 

Fig.    1. 

A.  The  largefl  womb. 

B.  The  leffer. 

C.  The  vagina. 
DD.  The  ovaria. 

EE.  The  Fallopian  tubes,- 

FF.  The  broad  ligaments. 

GG.  The  round  ligaments. 

H.  The  bladder  of  urine. 

I.  One  of  the  ureters. 

K.  The  urethra. 

L.  The  re&um. 

M.  A  portion  of  the  peritonaeum  fepara^- 
-ting  the  one  womb  from  the  other,  and 
connecting  them  to  the  redlum  and  blad- 
der of  urine. 

Fig* 
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Fig.    2. 

A.  The  cavity  of  the  largeft  uterus. 

B.  That  of  the  fmaller. 
CC.  The  ovaria. 

DD.  The  Fallopian  tubes. 

EE.  The  broad  ligaments. 

FF.  The  round  ligaments. 

G.  The  re£tum. 

H.  The  peritonaeum,  as  above. 

I.  The  vagina  opened. 

KK.  The  two  valves   fupplying  the  place 

of  the   internal   orifice  of  each  of  the 

uteri. 
L.  A  portion  of  the  womb  which  feparates 

the  one  from  the  other. 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XL 

Fig.  i.  Reprefents  three  ova  of  the  hu-man 
fpecies  of  different  fizes,  before  they  are 
impregnated. 

Fig.  2.  An  ovum,  after  impregnation,  and 
has  been  fome  little  time  in  the  womb, 
thrown  offkentire. 

Fig.  3.  Reprefents  an  embryo,  in  which 
neither  the  head  nor  limbs  are  to  be  di- 
ftinguifhed,  and  the  umbilical  cord  feems 
to  be  only  a  long  tail. 

Fig.  4.  The  fame,  a  very  little  larger. 

Fig.  5.  Shows  an  embryo  of  about  a  fort- 
night old,  in  length  under  3-tenths  of 
an  inch. 

Fig.  6.  Is  nearly  like  the  laft,  only  larger, 
being  about  4-tenths  of  an  inch  in  length, 
the  head  here,  as  in  all  foetufes,  bearing 

*  a  greater  proportion  in  refped:  to  the 
body,  little  tubercles  appearing  where 
the  limbs  fliould  be,  and  a  very  fmall 

black 
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black  fpot  fhews  the  place  for  one  of  the 
eyes. 

Fig.  7.  &  8.  Reprefents  two  embryos  lar- 
ger than  the  laft,  whofe  limbs  project 
yet  more,  but  without  refembling  the 
parts  they  are  intended  for  :  The  firft  is 
about  fix,  the  latter  feven-tenths  of  an 
inch  in  length. 

Fig.  9.  Ay  embryo  of  one  inch  and  three 
tenths  in  length,  in  which  the  pupil  of 
the  eyes  begin  to  appear  ;  and  a  hole  a 
little  backwards,  below  the  eye,  fhows 
where  the  ear  is.  About  this  period,  the 
fuperior  limbs  appear  more  perfect  than 
the  inferior,  the  rudiments  of  the  fingers 
being  very  diflincl: ;  but  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  toes,  till  the  embryo  is  about 
an  inch  and  feven-tenths  in  length,  as  in 

Fig.  10.  And  yet  more  vifible  in 

Fig.  11.  Which  is,  when  flretched  out,  a- 
bout  two  inches  long. 

Fig.  12.  Reprefents  an  embryo  of  two 
inches  and  a  quarter  at  its  full  length, 
whofe  eyes,  ears,  nofe,  and  mouth  are 

more 


566        EXPLANATION 

more  perfect  than  in  the  other  figures  ; 
but  the  top  of  the  nofe,  between  the  eyes, 
at  letter  A,    is  not  clofed  up  ;    nor  is  the 
abdomen  completed,  as  at  B. 
Fig.  13.  Shows  the  placenta,  bag,  and  em- 
bryo, of  the  fame  length  as  in  fig.  5.  and 
the  length  of  the  ovum,  about  an  inch 
and  three  quarters. 
Fig.  14.  The  membrana  pupillaris  *. 
aaa.  The  edge  of  the  iris  feparated  from 
reft  of  the  eye,  and  confiderably  mag- 
nified, where  the  arteries,  finely  in- 
jected by  Mr  Wachendorf,  were  feen 
running  like  rays  towards  the  centre, 
fome  branches  of  which  are  likewife 
obferved  fpreading  acrofs  the  pupil 
of  the  eye,  which  evidently  demon- 
strates the  exiftence  of  the  membrane 
to  which  he  has  given  the   name  of 
membrana  pupillaris. 
Fig.  15.  Shows  the  natural  fize  of  the  iris 
and  pupil. 

TABLE 

*  See  Commerc.  Literar.  Norimberg.  1740,  p.  137. 
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TABLE      XIL 

The  heart  of  the  foetus. 

This  plate  fhows  fome  of  the  mod  re- 
markable diftin£fcions  between  the  foetus 
and  adult. 


1.  The  right  ventricle  of  a  foetus,  diftended 
with  wax. 

2.  The  right  auricle    "V  , 

£  or  the  heart. 

3.  The  left  auricle       j 

4.  4.  Branches  of  the  pulmonary  veins  of 
the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs,  thofe  of  the 
left  being  cut  off  fhort. 

f.  5.  The  arteries  of  the  left  lobe  of  the 
lungs. 

6.  The  trunk  of  the  vena  cava  defcendens* 

7.  The  aorta  afcendens. 

8.  The  trunk  of  the  arteria  pulmonalis* 

9.  Ductus  arteriofus. 

io.  The  under  fide  of  a  heart  of  a  younger 

foetus. 
i  1.  The  right  auricle  out  open. 
12.  The  cava  defcendens  cut  open. 

13- 


568        EXPLANATION 

13.  Tuberculum  loiveru 

14.  The  foramen  ovale  clofed  with  its  valve, 

15.  The  mouth  of  the  coronary  veins. 

16.  The  umbilical  vein. 

17.  Branches  of  the  vena  porta  in  the  liver. 

18.  Ductus  venofus. 

19.  Branches  oTthe  vena  cava  in  the  liver. 

20.  20.  Vena  cava. 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XIII. 

A.  The  foetus  hanging  down  from 

B.  The  ovum  cut  open,  to  which  it  is  con- 
nected by 

C.  The  umbilical  cord. 

D.  The  vafcular  part  of  the  placenta. 


G  TABLE 
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T  A  B   L   E      XIV. 

AA.  The  body  of  the  placenta. 

B.  The  umbilical  cord. 

C.  The  two  umbilical  arteries. 

D.  The  umbilical  cord,  compofed  of  thefe 
three  veflels,  tied  and  cut  off. 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XV. 

The  natural  pofition  of  the  child. 
A.  The  fundus  uteri. 
BB.  The  fuperior  part  of  the  offa  ilia. 
CC.  The  acetabula. 

D.  The  orifice  of  the  womb. 

E.  The  os  coccyx. 

FF.  The  vagina  flit  open,  and  laid  afide. 

G.  The  placenta. 

HH.  The  membranes. 

I.  The  umbilical  cord  twilled  not  only- 
round  the  neck,  but  likewife  the  arm  of 
the  child,  in  this  particular  cafe. 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XVI. 


Reprefents  the  child's  head  paffing  through 
the  external  parts. 

A.  The  right  labium  pudendi. 

B.  The  clitoris. 

C.  The  child's  head. 

D.  The  fraenum  labiorum  and  perinaeum8 

E.  The  anus* 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XVII. 

The  child's  chin  preferring  below  the  pubis. 
AB.  The  vertebrae  of  the  loins,  osfacrum, 
and  coccyx,  cut  through. 

C.  The  os  pubis  of  the  right  fide. 

D.  The  inferior  part  of  the  rectum. 

E.  The  perinaenum. 

F.  The  left  labium  pudendi. 
GGG.  The  uterus* 


TABLE 
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TABLE      XVIII. 

The  child  prefentingj  with  the  chin  to  the 
os  facrum,  and  the  bregma  nearly  in  the 
center  of  the  pelvis,  the  waters  evacua- 
ted, and  the  uterus  contra&ed  round 
the  body  of  the  child. 

A.  The  os  internum  and  vagina  not  yet 
much  ftretched. 

B.  The  anus. 


TABLE 


Tab  xvnr 


'-t>>Z&-Z0>Z 


A^&UC&L 


TIab.  xix. 


OFTHETABLES.        575 


TABLE      XIX. 

* 

Fig.  i.  Mauriceau's  inftrument,  drawn 
from  thofe  in  my  pofleffion. 

A.  A  broad  two-edged  knife,  with  which 
he  recommends  an  incifion  to  be  made 
through  the  futures  into  the  child's  head, 
large  enough  to  give  paffage  to 

B.  a.  A  plate  of  iron  moveable  by  a  hinge 

at  the  end  of 

b.  A  ftafF  of  iron,  which  he  recommends 

to  be  introduced  into  the  cranium. 

c.  A  male  fcrew,   upon  the  end  of  this 

part  of  the  inftrument,  which?  be- 
ing applied, 

C.  A  canula,  with  another  plate,  but  im- 
moveable at  its  end,  is  to  be  put  over  the 
ftafF,  till  the  plate  is  clofe  to  the  child's 
head,  and  then 

D.  A  nut,  with  a  female  fcrew,  is  fixed 
upon  the  end  of  the  ftafF,  correfponding 
with  the  fcrewr,  c,  by  which  the  two 
plates  are  intended  to  be  prefled  clofe  to 

the 
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the  head,  the  firft  in  the  infide,  and  the 
laft  upon  the  outer  fide  of  the  cranium, 
and  then^the  extraction  to  be  attempted. 

Fig.  2.  An  inftrument  contrived  by  Df 
Ould,  which  he  calls  his  terebra  occulta. 

A.  Shows  the  terebra  occulta  within  the 
canula. 

B.  Shows  it  without  the  canula. 

a.  The  perforator. 

b.  The  ftaff. 

c.  The  part,  contrived  by  Dr  Burton,  where 
the  canula  is  intended  to  fcrew  off,  in  or- 
der to  clean  the  inftrument. 

d.  The  box,  or  part  where  the  fpring  is 
contained. 

e.  The  handles. 

Fig.  3.  Shows  Dr  Simpfon's  ring-fcalpel. 

a.  The  ring,  or  that  part  which  is  put  on 
the  finger. 

b.  The  back  of  the  blade,  and 

c.  The  edge. 

Fig.  4.  Dr  Burton's  inftrurnents,  which 
he  calls   his  extradtor,  and  which  was 

intended 
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intended  by  him  as  an  improvement  up- 
on Sir  F.  Ould's  terebra  occulta,  drawn 
from  one  in  my  pofleffion. 

Aa.  The  piercer,  or  end  that  enters  the 
cranium. 

bb.  The  joints  by  which 

cc.  The  wings  are  fixed  to  the  ftaff. 

dd.  The  joints  by  which  the  fteel  Aider  (f) 
is  fixed  to  the  wings. 

ee.  Are  two  fmall  hollow  pieces  of  fteel 
fcrewed  into  the  ftaff  to  guide 

f.  The  Aider,  which  reaches  down  to  the 
handle  (h). 

g.  A  button  which  fcrews  into  the  Aider 
(fj,  and  runs  in  a  groove  in 

h.  The  handle,  by  which  the  wings  may 

be  opened  and  fhut. 
i.  A  hole  in  the  ftaff  for  the  fcrew  D. 
k.  Another  hole  for  the  fame  ufe. 
By  thefe,  this  inftrument  may   either  be 
ufed  as  Ould's.  terebra  occulta,  when  on- 
ly the  piercer,  a,  can  go  out  of  the  ca- 
nula,  or  it  may  go  quite  out,  as  in  C. 
4D  1. 
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1.  Another  hole,  for  the  fcrew  to  fix  the 
piercer  from  going  out  of  the  canula, 
and  anfwers  to  the  hole,  c,  in 

B.  The  canula. 

a.  The  end  next  the  point  of  the  piercer. 

b.  The  flit  for  the  fcrew  to  Aide  in 

c.  The  hole  to  fix  the  canula  and  ftafF 

together. 

C.  Reprefents  the  whole  inftrument  put 
together,  which  is  about  12  or  13  inches 
long,  and  each  of  the  component  parts 
are  in  proportion. 

D.  Reprefents  the  fcrew  to  fit  the  holes, 
i,  k,  1,  in  A. 

Fig.  5.  The  Roonhuyfian  fecret,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  M.  Rathlaw  :  His  defcription  is 
as  follows  ;   c  The  inftrument  of  Roon- 

*  huyfen,  engraven  as  exaclly  as  poffible, 

*  and  feen  in  the  figure  in  a  flightly  o- 
6  blique  point  of  view,  towards  the  un- 
'  der  part  of  which,  a  nail,  connecting  the 
€  two  parts  of  the  inftrument,  is  repre- 
8  fented.     The  figure  is  one-feventh  of 

'  the 
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*  the  real  fize  of  the  inftrument.  Two 
4  elaftic  branches  of  fteel,  nearly  about 

*  one  inch  in  breadth,  are  placed  clofe, 
4  and  directly  oppofite  to  each  other, 
'  from  a,  b,  to  c,  d  ;  here  they  fpread 
4  to  e,  f,  gradually  contra cling  to  g,  g  ; 
4  but  their  extremities  are  extended  in 
4  breadth  about  an  inch  at  h  ;  and  their 

*  ends  are  turned  a  little  outwards,  which 
4  he  alledges  renders  their  application 
f  eafier.'  He  recommends  theie  branches 
to  be  covered  with  chamois  ;  and,  with 
refpect  to  the  ufe  of  them,  it  is  fee n  in 

Fig.  6.  A  womb,  with  an  infant  in  a  pros- 
per pofition,  but  entangled ;  the  branch, 
a,  of  the  inftrument,  on  one  fide,  and  b, 
on  the  other,  being  introduced,  they  are, 
firft,  to  be  ufed  to  dilate  the  parts,  and, 
being  joined  at  c,  d,  the  extraction  was 
then  to  be  attempted. 

TABLE 


580        EXPLANATION 


TABLE      XX. 

Fig.  i.  The  female  catheter,  as  common- 
ly ufed  till  of  late,  confifting  of  a  filver 
canula,  rounded  off  at  the  end,  near  to 
which  it  is  perforated  with  a  number  of 
fmall  holes,  and  furnifhed  with  a  probe, 
to  clean  it  of  any  mucus  that  might  be 
colle&ed  within  it. 

Fig.  2.  One  blade  of  the  forceps,  now  ge~ 
nerally  in  ufe. 

Fig.  3.  The  two  blades  joined  together. 

Fig.  4.  The  blunt  hook. 
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TABLE      XXI. 

The  forceps  viewed  as  commonly  applied, 
to  fhow  their  dire&ion  with  refpe&to 
the  bones  of  the  mother,  as  well  as  the 
head  of  the  child, 

AA.  The  acetabula. 

B.  The  head  of  the  child. 

C.  The  forceps  applied. 

D.  The  ribbons  with  which  their  handles 
are  fixed. 


TABLE 


ndc 

t. 

b 

c 

\ 

WJ 

82         EXPLANATION 


TABLE      XXII. 

Ftg.  1.  The   A  i>uble  crotchet,   as  recom- 

>r  SroelHe.  When  any' of 
aie  ufed  fingle,  the  point 
be  bent  more  inwards,  to- 
branch  of  the  inftrument,  by 
means  there  will  be  lefs  rifk  of 
injuring  either  the  mother  or  hand  of 
the  operator,  than  if  they  were  ftraight. 
FiG.  2.  A  view  of  the  infide  of  one  of  the 
handles,  and  outfide  of  the  fame  blade 
of  the  crotchet. 
Fig.  3.  A  front  view  of  the  point  of  one 

of  thefe  blades. 
Fig.  4.   Dr  Smellie's  fciflars,    with    their 
flops.     The  inftruments  above  delinea- 
ted  are  under   fize  ;  but  every  ftudent 
has   it  in  his  power  to  fee  them  in  the 
hands  of  every  teacher  as  ufed.     As  to 
Fig.  5.  The  female  catheter  is  here  repre- 
fented  of  the  fize,  and  with  the  fame  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  curvature,  as  is  found  beft  cor- 
refponding  with  the  parts,  and,  confe- 
quently,  is  generally  employed  at  pre- 
fent. 


TABLE 
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TABLE     XXIII. 

Reprefents  the  child  coming  with  the 
breech  firft,  the  face  and  fore  parts  of 
the  child  to  the  belly  of  the  mother. 


TABLE 
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TABLE     XXIV. 

This  table  reprefents  a  front  view  of  the 
parts  of  the  mother^  with  the  child  ly- 
ing acrofsj  one  hand  arid  foot  being  in 
the  vagina. 

AA.  The  fuperior  parts  of  the  ofla  ilia. 

B.  The  fundus  uteri. 

C.  The  orifice  of  the  womb. 

D.  The  vagina,  furrounded  by  the  mem- 
brana  adifpofa. 

E.  The  inferior  arid  poflerior  parts  of  the 
orifice  of  the  vagina. 


4  £  TABLE 
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TABLE      XXV. 

Shows  different  kinds  of  peflaries. 

Fig.  i.  The  fimple  ring-pefTary,   made  of 
hard  well  fea-foned  wood,  or,  what  is-fet- 
4y*better,  ivory  *, 
Fig.  2.  &  3.  Two  peflaries,  the  one,  No.  2. 
made   thick   at   the   external   edge,    but 
gradually  turning  thinner  and  thinner  as 
they  approach  the  opening  in  the  mid- 
dle ;   the  other,  No.  3.  very  thick,   and 
more  fo  than  the  former,   at  the   edge 
turns  gradually  thinner  for  fome  fpace,- 
but  which  fwells  confiderably  towards  the 
opening  in  the  middle. 
Fig.  4.  &  5.  Are  parts  of  one  peflary. 

In  fig.  4.  AAA.  marks  a  ring,  into  which 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  being  received,  is 
fupported  by  means  of  three  branches  join- 
ing it  to  the  (talk  B,  at  the  end  of  which, 
C  was  firft  intended  as  a  handle  to  fix  a 

ribboa 

*  This  I  would  prefer  to  any  other  I  have  as  yet  feen. 
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ribbon  to  ;  but  this  proving  inconvenient, 
it  was  changed  into  a  ball,  to  be  lodged  in 
the  focket  in  A,  fig.  5.  and  D.  in  fig.  4.  was 
intended  to  come  down  upon,  and  fecure 
thefe  two  parts  together.  The  edges  of 
fig.  5.  BB.  were  intended  to  be  perforated 
with  holes,  by  which  a  proper  bandage 
might  be  fixed. 

Fig.  6.  A  reprefentation  of  a  peffary,  as 
defcribed  in  the  3d  volume  of  the  Medi- 
cal Eflays,  confiding  of  A.  B.  two  plates 
of  tin,  joining  where  the  hemifpheres  of 
cork,  afterwards  to  be  mentioned,  feem 
to  touch  each  other. 

Thefe  plates  are  joined  by  a  hinge  ;  and 
the  upper  part  of  each  plate  is  rounded  oft, 
fo  as  to  allow  an  hemifphere  of  cork,  EE,  to 
be  affixed  to  the  external  fide  of  each.  The 
whole  ought  to  be  then  covered  with  thin 
oiled  leather.  CC.  A  fpring  muft  be  affixed 
between  the  handles ;  by  which  means5 
after  the  hemifpheres  of  cork  are  introdu- 
ced, they  may  be  feparated,   fo  as  to  an- 

fwer 
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fwer  the  intention  for  which  they  were 
applied  ;  but,  left  they  fhould  feparate  too 
far,  a  few  threads  are  pafled  through  the 
upper  part  of  the  corks,  to  confine  them  ; 
and,  in  order  to  extract  with  facility  this 
inftrument,  when  neceflary,  two  ribbons 
ought  to  be  affixed  at  the  bottom. 

In  the  plate, 

AB.  Shows  the  body,   or,  more  properly^ 

the  handles  of  the  inftrument. 
CC.  The  fpring,  keeping  them  afunder, 
D.  The  flat  furface  of  one  of 
EE.  the  two  cork  hemifpheres. 
F.  The  threads  palling  between  them. 
GG.  The  ribbons  or  tape  to  extract  the 

inftrument,  when  neceflary. 


TABLE 
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TABLE     XXVI. 

The  reprefentation  of  a  fpina  bifida. 

Fig.  i.  a.  The  fpine. 

bb.  The  fpina  bifida. 

c.  The  cavity  of  the  tumour. 

Fig.  2.  d.  The  fpine  taken  out. 

ee.  The  divided  part  of  the  fpine. 
f.  The  bag  containing  the  water. 
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